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EDITOR’S NOTE 
Welcome to the PWI ALMANAC 


THE 10 BIGGEST NEWS STORIES OF 1995 
Ranked in order of importance 

1995: THE YEAR IN WRESTLING 

A date-by-date overview — 


1996: A LOOK AHEAD : 
PWI editors provide candid insights 


WRESTLER PROFILES | 
No-holds-barred overviews of 50 top stars! 
STATISTICS FOR PROFESSIONAL WRESTLERS 
Heights, weights, birthdays, and more! 

PWI ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS р 

А comprehensive listing of all winners-and runners-up! 
WRESTLING YEAR BY YEAR | 
150 years of highlights and history 

OBITUARIES 

PWI ALMANAC pays its respects > 
WRESTLING’S GREATEST CROWDS mn 
The biggest events of all-time! 4 

TITLE HISTORIES: ACTIVE - eT 
WWF, WCW, USWA, ECW, апа тпоге! | ! 
TITLE HISTORIES: INACTIVE 

AWA, Florida, Missouri, and more! 

PAY-PER-VIEW LISTINGS 

A comprehensive chart of all cards ever! - . 
PAY-PER-VIEW RESULTS | 
All results ever—plus matches you didn’t see! 
JAPAN, EUROPE, & MEXICO | н 
Wrestling beyond the U.S. is big ... very big! 
PROMOTIONAL DIRECTORY 
Addresses of wrestling offices 
WHAT'S ІМ; WHAT’S OUT 
Did you wonder? Now you'll know! 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


As | look over the 196 pages of material you hold i 
your hand, the lists of statistics, lio reco Sf cham i. 


onships, the pieces of history, the profiles of wrestlers, the 
results from pay-per-view cards, and all the rest, | have 


only one word to say: 
Whew! 
There is no question in my mind that this volume is the 


most massive undertaking ever made by this eee | 


company, at least in the 14 years I’ve been associated wi 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated and its sister publications. 


There is also no question in my mind that this is ong 


overdue. For years, sport has had record books 
reference books available to the fans. Every sport, that is, 
except wrestling. 

Now that situation is remedied. 


Six months ago in the pages of РУМ], we asked for your | 


input and suggestions as to what we ought to put in this 
almanac. We took many of your suggestions, and hope 
you're as pleased with the finished product as we are. 
We've cross-referen 
and bit of information on page. The result is an 
invaluable reference tool for every fan of the sport. 

But its just the beginning. 

Next year, the second edition will be published, and we 
will do everything we can to make improvements and 
update the informotion you hold in your hands. What 
would you like to see added to this almanac and fact 
book? What changes would you make? What sections 
would you expand—or eliminate? Let us know! 

Also: Do you have information to add to any of the sec- 
tions? Bits of history, perhaps, or dates of pro debuts and 
wrestler birthdays? Or did you spot an error, factual or 


typographical, that crept into these pages? Hopefully there | 


aren't many (we labored long and hard to make this vol- 
ume as accurate as can be), but there are probably a few; 
if so, write and let us know, so we may update our files for 
next year. 

Send all comments, suggestions, additions, and correc- 


tions to: PWI А1МАМАС, Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA | 


19034. 
i die enjoy this je io еа апа се book 

... and we'll see in the s of the monthly Р 

Wrestling Illustrated. жей ^ m 


CRAIG PETERS 
Associate Publisher 


ced and double-checked every fact | 
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WRESTLING REVUE BLOWOUT! 


Wrestling historians, rejoice! Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling Revue is acknowl- 

edged as one of the finest series of wrestling magazines ever produced. These beautiful edi- 
tions, all edited and published by Stanley Weston (founder of Pro Wrestling Hlustrated, The 
Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, among so many other titles) set a standard for all wrestling 
magazines that followed, and have not been offered for sale for more than a decade! But a 
recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all maga- 

zines will be sold on a first-come, first-served basis only. Prices quoted are based on the rari- 

ty of the issue and the number of available copies. For speediest service, use VISA or 
MasterCard or make payment by money order or certified check. Please don't send cash! 
Don't miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own-a memorable piece of wrestling his- 
tory! Once they're gone, they'll never be offered for sale again—so order today! 


Don Leo Jonathan vs. Pat O'Connor, 
closeup on midgets, plus a full-color cen- 
terfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, 
wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, Yukon 
Eric, Tony Lanza, Loraine Johnson vs. 
Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & Brute 
Bernard, The Crusher, plus a full-color 
centerfold of Red Bastien. $25 
December 1963. The Destroyer, 
“Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, 
Ernie Ladd, Judy Grable, Bill Watts, Pat 
O'Connor, Don Duffy, Тһе Scufflin’ 
Hillbillies, plus a full-color centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 
February 1964 Edouard Carpentier vs. Killer 
Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad Dog Vachon, 
Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, 
April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Cyclops, plus a full-color centerfold of Bruno 
Square Garden closeup, Yulie Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Sammartino, $35 


COLLECTOR'S CORNER | “= пола: AND MAN Өте coed. TT nm. ате 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges 
Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs. Cowboy Bob 
Ellis, The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action 
at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs. Dr. X, 
and full-color action of the Bastiens vs. 
Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive. Buddy 
Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred 
Blassie, Pepper Gomez, the Torres broth- 
ers, Whipper Watson, "Sailor" Art 
Thomas, Ricki Starr, plus a full-color cen- 
terfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 
February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu 
Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou Thesz, Angelo 
Poffo, а five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, 
Billy Zabyszko, Larry Chene, plus a full-color centerfold 
of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 


Wrestling 
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FORT WASHINGTON, PA 19034 my requested publications is sold out, | 
will accept the following magazine as a 


C] Fall 1961 
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О April 1962 
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for delivery. All sales final No 
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NEWS STORIE 
by Made © 


ы THE 10 BIGGEST 
| $ ОЕ 








1—THE MONDAY NIGHT TV WARS 

On September 4, World Championship Wrestling started the Monday night TV wars by 
launching WCW Monday Nitro head-to-head with rival powerhouse WWF Monday Night Raw. 
WCW sent a strong message to the WWF by acquiring Lex Luger, one of the WWF's most popu- 
lar stars, and having him appear on its debut episode. Luger, a former WCW heavyweight cham- 
pion, challenged Hulk Hogan for 
a title match, which took place live 
the next week. Since Nitro’s debut, 
the battle for ratings supremacy 
has been a stalemate, with Nitro 
and Raw trading victories week to 
week. But that’s considered a vic- 
tory by WCW, as Raw was con- 
sistently ranked in the top 15 
cable television shows before 
Nitro’s debut with an average 
Nielsen rating of 3.2. That num- 
ber dropped to about 2.5 when 
Nitro began. With Nitro averag- 
ing about the same rating, that 
indicates that rather than the 
WWF and WCW splitting the 
Monday night audience, wrestling 
viewership actually increased with 
the arrival of Nitro. A combined 
5.0 rating translates to a total of 
nearly 5 million viewing homes. 





E E : 3 ji 3 
4 к ; + 


WCW MONDAY NITRO 


2—LAWRENCE TAYLOR GAINS MASSIVE MAINSTREAM 
PUBLICITY FOR PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING 

By agreeing to wrestle Bam Bam Bigelow at WrestleMania XI, former New York Giants super- 
star Lawrence Taylor set off a media frenzy surrounding his appearance on the most popular 
pay-per-view card of the year. Not since WrestleMania Ill had the mainstream press paid that 
much attention to wrestling, and the WWF hoped it would lead to WrestleMania XI being its most 
successful PPV to date. The TNT cable network, owned by Turner Broadcasting Systems—which 
also owns WCW—was apparently not happy with Taylor's involvement with the WWF, and 





released him from his color commentator role without public explanation shortly after Taylor | 


agreed to the match. While Taylor wrestled and defeated Bam Bam Bigelow in the main event, 
the ground swell of publicity surrounding Taylor's appearance at the event did not translate to 
PPV buys outside of the Northeast. Overall, WrestleMania XI was financially less successful than 
WrestleMania X. 






































LAWRENCE TAYLOR AT WRESTLEMANIA XI 
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3—THE PAY-PER-VIEW 

SCHEDULE EXPANDS— 

AGAIN 

With the debut of In Your House on 
May 14, the WWF expanded its pay- 
per-view schedule to approximately one 
show per month, а move that put it on 
pace with WCW, and resulted in an un- 
precedented 20 PPV wrestling events in 
1995 (seven more than in 1994, and 
nine more than in 1993). The expansion 
of PPV schedules by both organizations 
is a result of the enormous amount of 
money that can make off one PPV pro- 
gram, often more than a month's worth 
of non-televised events. Additionally, 
attendance at non-televised cards for 
both organizations has been declining 
for several years, to the point where 
many shows are no longer profitable 
and the overall number of live cards has 
decreased. The increase in PPV cards is 
desigend to offset those losses. However, 
more PPVs means more competition than 
ever for the wrestling fans' dollars. Is the 
market oversaturated? Possibly: PPV buy 
rates for wrestling overall are starting a 
slow but steady decline. 


PAY-PER-VIEW EXPANDS — AGAIN 
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4—THE SHAWN MICHAELS ATTACK—AND COLLAPSE 

On October 14, 1995, a sleeping Shawn 
Michaels was pulled out a parked car by several 
men in front of Club 37 in Syracuse, New York. 
Reports, ranging from four to 10 men, proceeded 
to pummel Michaels, who was unable to defend 
himself. At press time, one suspect had been 
arrested, Douglas D. Griffith, a 23-year-old soldier . ез 
based at Fort Drum, who was charged with sec- CN. у“ 
ond-degree assault. The injuries proved severe Y 
enough to keep Michaels from wrestling on the In 
Your House pay-per-view eight days later; 
Michaels was forced to forfeit the Intercontinental 
title to Dean Douglas, who lost the title to Razor 
Ramon later that evening. Michaels remained out 
of the ring for a few weeks, but attempted a come- 
back against Owen Hart in November. That come- 
back came to an abrupt halt on November 20, 
when he collapsed in the ring on WWF Monday 
Night Raw. It was reported that Michaels was suf- 
fering from postconcussion syndrome, and as the 
year drew to a close, there were doubts remaining 
as to whether he would ever wrestle again. 


t£ 
ы 4 . 
SHAWN MICHAELS 





5—NBC DROPS WRESTLEMANIA SPECIAL 


For the first time since 1991, NBC put the WWF in its prime time schedule by agreeing to air | 
a special one-hour broadcast of WrestleMania ХІ highlights on June 4. The deal, which was | 


reportedly worth more than $200,000 to the WWF, would have provided major mainstream 
media exposure and a rare opportunity to appear before a non-wrestling audience. NBC, how- 
ever, canceled the airing of the program at the 11th hour, claiming the director of programming 
services was on vacation when the network agreed to air the show and had it pulled when he 
returned. While losing the NBC deal was a major blow, the WWF regrouped and subsequently 
worked out a deal with the 
FOX network. The one-hour 
version of WrestleMania, 
featuring the 


and Shawn Michaels vs. 
Diesel matches, aired on 
FOX on September 30 at 
——— lll М | 11 p.m. That meant the 
“аа пм | WWF had a substantially 

SW | 5. smaller potential audience 
than during prime time. 
Still, the special was suc- 
cess: 3.6 million homes 
watched the broadcast, 
making it the most widely 
viewed wrestling program 
of the year. 






ж 
ы 


THIS WRESTLEMANIA SPECIAL WAS МОТ ON NBC 





Lawrence | 
Taylor vs. Bam Bam Bigelow | 
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6—WRESTLING IN NORTH 
| KOREA DRAWS 340,000 

The first pro wrestling event ever to take 
place in Korea destroyed previous attendance 
records by drawing a reported 150,000 fans 
аз part 4 Ihe Pyongyang International Sports 
and Culture Festival For Peace on April 28. The 
мевот night shattered the previous night's 
record аз 190,000 fans attended а card head- 
lined by Antonio Inoki pinning Ric Flair. Until 
ihe North Korea card, the attendance record 
was held by the WWF's WrestleMania ПІ, 
which jammed 93,173 people into the Pontiac 
Ailverdome іп 1987. The two days of wrestling, 
which received media coverage around the 
world, generated gates of $7-million and $8.5- 
million, respectively. WCW aired several of the 
matches that took place at the two-day festival 
өп ite “Collision іп Korea” pay-per-view оп = TE LL S and b. 
Augus. 0, whieh, іп addition to the Inoki vs. E. ai ong ~ 
Fal match, leatured several Japanese wres- 
Мег», Rick and Scott. Steiner, Road Warrior 
Hawk, and 2 Cold Scorpio. 





Uem ROW Eu і ж. 14; d 5 
4 AMAZING CROWDS IN NORTH KOREA 


7—$MOKY MOUNTAIN WRESTLING SUSPENDS OPERATIONS 
| току Mountain Wrestling promoted its last card on November 26, 1995. The organization, 
which brought traditi nal wrestling lo an area of the country that had been neglected by the 
е Sat WWE, USWA, and WCW, had 
been suffering severe financial 
difficulties for some time. Over 
the past four years, SMW had 
provided fans with tremendous 
action and excitement, and 
brought such talented stars as The 
Heavenly Bodies, Tracey Smo- 
thers, and Tony Anthony into the 
consciousness of wrestling fans 
nationwide, as well as giving Jim 
Cornette a forum for his manage- 
rial talents and tirades. The fold- 
ing of SMW may be a bad sign 
for а sport that is seeing a once- 
thriving independent scene con- 
tinue to shrivel. If SMW, widely 
acknowledged as a high-quality 
independent organization, can- 
not survive, what are the chances 
E of USWA, ECW, and other inde- 
| pendents making it into ће 21st 
century? 






FAREWELL, SMOKY MOUNTAIN ACTION 
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8—EDDIE GILBERT AND JOHN STUDD DIE 

Eddie Gilbert, a second-generation wrestler considered one of the most talented stars in the 
sport, was found dead on February 18, the result of a heart attack. Gilbert held many titles in the 
"805, but never achieved his goal of becoming a world champion. In ће ‘90s, Gilbert became 
erratic, often remaining with a promotion for just a few months before moving on. Gilbert was 
loved by many in the profession, and his funeral was attended by more than 400 people. 

Literally one of wrestling’s biggest stars, John Studd died on March 20 from liver cancer. Studd 
entered the sport іп 1972, and by the late-'70s was a headliner. Studd's combination of size and 
strength made him one of the toughest wrestlers ever to don tights. His feuds with Andre the Giant 


were legendary; once, Studd even cut Andre’s hair! Noted for his nice disposition outside the ring, | 


Studd became a gentle giant during his last days in the WWF in 1989. Age and injuries finally 


caught up with him, and he eventually retired after working the independent circuit. In 1993, he 


began a 17-month battle with Hodgkin's disease. He left behind a wife and three children. 





ы ж-а 
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JOHN STUDD 


EDDIE GILBERT 


9—THE BIG VAN VADER-PAUL ORNDORFF 
LOCKER ROOM BRAWL 

A locker room altercation between Paul Orndorff and Big Van Vader on August 30 saw 
Orndorff clearly get the better of one of the toughest men in the sport—and led to Vader leaving 
WCW. The fight, which was instigated by Vader's belligerent behavior toward Orndorff, and 
fueled Бу Orndorff’s challenges to Vader, led to a locker room melee with Orndorff dominating 
the 450-pound monster. After the fight was broken up by several wrestlers, Vader again chal- 
lenged Orndorff—and again was destroyed Бу the 46-year-old veteran. For starting the back- 
stage fight with Orndorff, Vader was indefinitely suspended Бу WCW—and was eventually 
dropped from WCW’s roster. At press time, Vader is negotiating with several promotions in Japan, 
as well as the WWF. Should Vader wind up wrestling in the WWF, his 1995 brawl with Orndorff 
could be the one match that most affects the face of wrestling in 1996. 
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WWF PRESIDENT GORILLA MONSOON 





10—GORILLA MONSOON 

REPLACES JACK 

TUNNEY AS 

WWF PRESIDENT 

After years of making some of the 

most ludicrous decisions in the history 
of wrestling, WWF President Jack 
Tunney resigned. In his place, the 
WWF appointed an new president: 
commentator and former wrestling 
great Gorilla Monsoon. Monsoon, 
who has stated this is only a tempo- 
rary position for him, has made a 
reputation for himself by giving fans 
matches they want to see. His first 
move was to pit Shawn Michaels 
against Razor Ramon at SummerSlam 
in a reprise of their infamous “ladder 
match.” But he has also made his mis- 
takes, most notably stripping Shawn 
Michaels of the Intercontinental title in 
October because Michaels could not 
wrestle after being attacked in 
Syracuse, New York. Monsoon, how- 
ever, says he will make the decisions 
he feels are best, and is not worried 
about politics because the position is 
a temporary one. So far the results 
have been mixed, but substantially 
better than with Tunney at the helm. 
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ен owes 


In this section, we provide an overview of some of the more memorable 






Loe num 


events of the year just passed. For a look at memorable dates throughout 
wrestling history, turn to page 98. 


JANUARY 6: 





Randy Savage makes his WCW debut, defeat- 
ing Avalanche in Birmingham, Alabama. 





Tully Blanchard comes out of retirement to 
wrestle ECW champion Shane Douglas to a 
60-minute draw at the ECW Arena in Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 


JANUARY 13: 





Cactus Jack and Sabu continue to push the 
boundaries of professional wrestling by parti- 
cipating in a “bring your own weapon cage 
match” in Las Vegas. Weapons include tables, 
garbage cans, and a noose. Sabu wins when 
he leaps off of the cage and crashes through 
the timekeeper's table, thereby being the first 


wrestler to hit the floor. 





JANUARY 19: 


WWF World champion Diesel admits he took 
steroids for several years before joining the 
WWF, which has a strict drug testing policy, on 
Chet Coppocks NewSport talk show оп the 
SportsChannel cable station. 





Jerry “Crusher” Blackwell dies as a result of 
complications from pneumonia; he was 45. 





ANUARY 23: 


Ray “The Crippler" Stevens undergoes triple- 
bypass heart surgery at Hennepin County Hos- 
pital in Minnesota after suffering from a stroke. 
The surgery is successful, and Stevens makes a 
full recovery. 


JANUARY 24: 


Seven-time NWA World champion Harley Race 


suffers a broken hip and two broken hands in a - 


car accident in Kansas City, Missouri. 





FEBRUARY 13: 


Former wrestler Paul "Butcher" Vachon's first 
bid in politics fails as he receives only 338 
votes in the Canadian National Elections. 





FEBRUARY 18; 


Eddie Gilbert dies of a heart attack in his apart- 
ment in Isla Verde, Puerto Rico; he was 33. 








. TERRY FUNK ATTACKS С 












Roddy Piper makes а rare appearance at a 
wrestling card to present longtime Portland pro- 
moter Don Owen with a plaque commemora- 
ling Owen's decades-long career in the sport. 


FEBRUARY 22: 


The New York Post publishes a scathing article 
regarding the deaths of Eddie Gilbert and sev- 
aral other wrestlers who tragically died young. 
Iwo-time former WWF World champion Bruno 
Sammartino is quoted as saying, “It’s time to 
clean up this business or abolish it, because it’s 
nothing like it used to be. Right now, it's filled 


with human junk." 





Former NWA World champion Terry Funk 
returns to wrestling in the United States when 
he attacks Cactus Jack at the ECW Arena in 
Philadelphia 
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ACTUS JACK 
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Special Olympics 
E net 1995 





RODDY PIPER 





FEBRUARY 26: 


Smoky Mountain Wrestling shows signs of fi- 
nancial trouble when its supercard, Sunday 
Bloody Sunday II, draws only 1,100 fans—less 
than a third of the 4,000 in attendance just o 
year earlier. 





Crush is arrested at his home in Kona, Hawaii, 
after narcotics officers search his home and 
discover 500 units of anabolic steroids and se- 
veral unregistered semi-automatic guns. He is 
released on $10,275 bail. 


MARCH 20: 


John Studd dies of liver cancer in Fairfax Hospital 
near his home in Burke, Virginia, after a 17- 
month battle with Hodgkin’s disease; he was 46. 


MARCH 28: 


Lawrence Taylor receives major mainstream pub- 
licity when he has a public workout in New York's 
Times Square in preparation for his Wrestle- 
Mania ХІ bout against Bam Bam Bigelow. 
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APRIL 2: 


Former Miami Dolphin linebacker Kim Bo- 
` kamper makes his pro wrestling debut, defeating 
Bobby Rogers in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 


NWA champion Dan Severn wins the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship V in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, 


Boxer Oliver McCall, defending the WBC 
heavyweight title against Larry Holmes, dedi- 
cates the fight to John Studd, because Studd 
helped McCall when he was a young fighter. 
McCall retains his title via 12-round decision. 


RI L28: 
Fred Blassie suffers a heart attack that results in 


triple-bypass heart surgery on May 3. The former 
wrestler and manager makes a full recovery. 






Approximately 150,000 fans attend a New 
Japan Pro Wrestling event in Korea, setting an 
attendance record that stands for one day, as 
nearly 190,000 fans attend the second day of 
wrestling at the Korean cultural festival. 


Former NWA World champion Dick Hutton, 
who won three collegiate NCAA titles, is 
inducted into the National Wrestling Hall of 
Fame in Stillwater, Oklahoma. 








An ECW show in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, is 
almost canceled by building security when they 
confiscate two boxes full of frying pans, cookie 
trays, and other foreign objects from fans. 





The Sheik, still semi-active at age 70, suffers a 
heart attack while getting into a taxi in Tokyo. 
He makes makes a full recovery. 














Wrestler Ilio Di Paulo, who gained internation- 
al fame in 1954 when he defeated boxer 
Omelio Agramonte in a wrestler vs. boxer 
match in Maiti, dies after being struck by a car 
in Buffalo, New York; he was 68. 





Ihe Boston Garden hosts its last pro 
wrestling show ever, the WWF's "A Night To 


Remember." 





WWF World champion Diesel undergoes 
surgery fo remove bone chips in his right elbow. 





The Fabulous Ones—Steve Keirn and Stan 
Lane—team for the first time in more than three 
years, deleating Tommy Rich and Doug Gilbert 
іп the main event of the USWA' Memphis 
Memories Il supercard. 


The Grand Wizard, Fabulous Moolah, 
Antonino Rocca, lvan Putski, George "The 
Animal" Steele, Pedro Morales, and Ernie 
Ladd are inducted into the WWF Hall of 


Fame. 





Dennis Gauthier Jr., the son of former wrestler 
Denis Gauthier and nephew of Jacques and 
Raymond Rougeau, is selected in the first round 
of the NHL draft by the Calgary Flames. 


WWF President Jack Tunney resigns. 
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The Ultimate Warrior wrestles his first match 
in more than two years before 2,000 fans in 
Las Vegas, Nevada; he defeats the Honky 
Tonk Man. 





Pro wrestler Hiroshi Hase is elected to the 
Japanese House of Councilors. 


WWF preliminary wrestler Chuck Austin, to 
whom a federal jury awarded $26.7-million in 
an April 1994 lawsuit against the WWF, settles 
his dispute with the federation out of court. 
According to the settlement, Austin will receive 
approximately $7-million, while his legal team 
will receive approximately $3-million. 


AUGUST 20; 





Cactus Jack, once again proving he doesn't 
care about his body, pins Terry Funk (who 
doesn't care much for his body, either] in a 
"no-ropes barbed-wire explosive time bomb 
death match" in Kawakita, Japan. 
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AUGUST 25: 


Wahoo McDaniel announces in Sports Collectors 
Digest that he will retire and join the pro bass 
fishing tour. 





AUGUST 29: 


Big Van Vader and Paul Orndorff are involved іп 
a locker room brawl at Atlanta’s Center Stage 
Theater that results in Vader's suspension and 
eventual dismissal from the organization. 


SEPTEMBER 4: 


WCW debuts Monday Nitro, live from The Mall 
of America in Bloomington, Minnesota. Top 
WWF star Lex Luger shocks the wrestling world 
by appearing on the show, speaking derisively 
about the WWF and its stars, and claiming he 
wants a shot at Hulk Hogan and the WCW 
World title; Hogan gives him that title shot a 
week later, and the match ends in disqualifica- 
tion when members of The Dungeon of Doom 
enter the ring. 





LEX LUGER ON WCW MONDAY NITRO 





SEPTEMBER 11: 


WCW wins the first head-to-head meeting of 
Monday Nitro vs. Monday Night Raw, posting a 
2.5 rating to Raw' 2.2. 


SEPTEMBER 11: 





Jesse Ventura scores a major victory when the U.S. 
Court of Appeals Eighth Circuit Court in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, affirms an April 3, 1994, verdict award- 
ing Ventura $809,958 in a lawsuit against the WWF 
over his participation in wrestling videotapes. 


SEPTEMBER 25: 


Ted Turner agrees to sell TBS and all its holdings, 
including WCW, to Time Warner Inc., which 
would take control in 1996. 


OCTOBER 2: 


Former UWF commissioner and San Francisco | 


49er John Ayres dies of liver cancer; he was 42. 


OCTOBER 14: 





A sleeping Shawn Michaels is pulled out of а car 
in front of Club 37 in Syracuse, New York, and 
beaten by several men (reports range from four to 
10), who flee the scene before police arrive. 


OCTOBER 28: 





Crush is sentenced to five years probation after pleod- 
ing no-contest to 11 counts of drug and weapons 
charges. 


OCTOBER 28: 


A near-riot occurs at ECW Arena in Philadelphia when 





towel into the crowd, the lights go out, fire entinguishers 
are squirted toward the crowd, and panic ensues. 

















HULK HOGAN VS. STING 


OCTOBER 29: 


Hulk Hogan pushes The Giant off the roof of 
Cobo Hall following a monster truck battle 
between the two men. 


OCTOBER 29: 





limmy Hart, manager and confidante to Hulk 
Mogan for years, turns against the “Hulkster.” 


NOVEMBER 20: 


Shawn Michaels collapses in the ring in Richmond, 
Virgina, during a match with Owen Hart. 


NOVEMBER 20: 


Sting and Hulk Hogan battle for the first time ever 
on a WCW Monday Nitro broadcast live from 
Macon, Georgia; the bout is disrupted about 10 
minutes in when The Dungeon of Doom interferes. 


1995: The Year in Wrestli 7 





NOVEMBER 22: 


The New York Post reports that federal prose- 
cutors and the FBI are investigating the possi- 
bility of witness tampering prior to last year’s 
Vince McMahon steroid trial. 


NOVEMBER 26: 





Smoky Mountain Wrestling announces іп 
Cookeville, Tennessee, that it is closing down 
operations. 


DECEMBER 4: 





Legendary midget wrestler Little Beaver dies in 
Montreal following a six-month battle with 
emphysema; he was 61. 


DECEMBER 16: 


NWA champion Dan Severn wins The Ultimate 
Ultimate competition in Denver, Colorado. 


DECEMBER 18: 


Alundra Blayze appears on WCW Monday 
Nitro and throws her WWF World women’s 
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A LOOK AH 








EAD 


In the year-end edition of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, PWI staffers 
looked back on the previous year 

to recall their most vivid memories 


of 1995. In this PWI ALMANAC 
feature, PWI staffers look ahead— 
and predict where the sport is 
headed in the next 12 months. 





Stu Saks (Publisher): What 
wrestling lacks as we pass 
the midway point of the 
decade is a superstar in the 
true sense of the word: one 
man who transcends the 
sport and reaches the cor- 
sciousness of the general 
public, as Hulk Hogan did 
in the mid-1980s. While the 

pularity of wrestling is still 
маһег than it was before 
{һе surge of Hulk-McMania 
in the '80s, it has certainly 
dropped off some in the 
'90s. The sport needs to 
reach out to the mainstream 
once again if it is ever to get 
back to where it was at its 
height. And that’s where 
that one megastar comes 
into play. Quite frankly, | 
don't know who that star 
will be, but | do know that it 









Craig Peters (Associate Publisher): 
it’s getting to be a cliche, | suppose, 
to say this, but | think we're in for 
one of the most interesting years the 
sport has seen in a long, long time. 
Ihe WWF, which has been а pow- 
erhouse for more than a decade, 15 
on the wane, having lost a huge 
amount of talent to both WCW and 
the injury list; but Vince McMahon 
is not about to sit still, and I’m sure 
he has some interesting promotion- 
al ideas up his sleeve. Meanwhile, 
WCW is gaining plenty of attention 
with the superstars of a decade 
ago, and broadening its roster by 
bringing in stars from ECW, AAA, 
and Japan; | think that will contin- 
ve, and the average fan will 
become more educated about 
wrestling worldwide. And while 
ECW remains as cutting-edge as 
can be, its appeal is limited; that 
fact, plus the demise of Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling, doesn't bode 
wall for the health of the indepen- 
dent scene, l'm afraid. 





OF BLOOD AND GORE, BUT THEIR APPEAL 15 LIMITED TO 
A RELATIVELY SMALL HARDCORE FOLLOWING. 


Bill Apter (Senior Editor): I'm 
afraid I'm not very optimistic. 
The Ultimate Fighting Cham- 
pionships are getting more and 
more popular and doing very 
well оп pay-per-view. Extreme 
Championship Wrestling is get- 
ting more violent by the day. | 
see our sport as a whole getting 
bloodier and more violent just 
so promoters can appease 
viewers who live for the blood 
and gore. In the case of ECW, it 
seems like promoters and 
wrestlers just try to make each 
show more outrageous than the 
last one. How much more 
extreme can it get? All | can say 
is | hope I’m wrong and 1996 
turns into a year in which true 
sportsmen like Alex Wright can 
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MASA CHONO V5. JOHNNY B. BADD 15 ONE OF THE WCW/NEW Tamen TH th- 
snow О eir magniticent a 
JAPAN CROSSOVER MATCHES THAT 15 HELPING U.S. FANS g 


HECOME MORE EDUCATED ABOUT THE SPORT WORLDWIDE. letic skills. 


has been so long since the |5 AHMED JOHNSON THE NEXT MEGASUPERSTAR THE SPORT 15 
sport has had one, the time SEEKING? JOHNSON WOULD LIKE TO THINK 50, BUT PROBABLY NOT: 
is due. Why not 19962 WRESTLING HAD ITS FILL OF PURE POWER GRAPPLERS IN THE 805. 
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Dave Lenker (Managing Editor): | think we got a clue as 
to where the sport is headed in 1996 way ch "95. 
That's when WCW signed Eddy Guerrero, Dean 
Malenko, Chris Benoit, and Sabu. Someone in the exec- 
tive offices of WCW finally realized that the most excit- 
ing wrestlers in the oie aren't necessarily the ones 

© weigh 300 pounds and six hours per day 
pumping iron. | see “96 as the year the Guerreros, 
Malenkos, Benoits, and others like them finally get their 
due in the big American federations. World champion 
Eddy Guerrero perhaps? Vince McMahon ought to real- 
ize that the two best wrestlers are Bret Hart and Shawn 
Michaels. Neither is “larger than life,” but both are 





exciting to watch. He ү want to tinker with his talent 
year of the great all-around 


roster a bit. | see ‘96 as 
athlete in wrestling. 





PERHAPS THE INDEPENDENT SCENE 
WILL STAGE A RALLY IN THE 
MONTHS TO COME, 





WILL 1996 BE THE YEAR WRESTLING 
REDISCOVERS WRESTLING? 


Brandi Mankiewicz (Associate Editor): UAR Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling folded in November 95, | do believe 
that most i t federations will continue to flourish. 
| think the fans will soon grow tired of the “Big Two” bat- 
Не and return fo the smaller promotions where there are 
no pyrotechnics, really sg egos, or costly pay-per-view 
cave verior . The loyalty of fans following 
ECW, USWA, and others seems to be increasing as peo- 
ple look for something not as commercial as WCW or the 
WWF. | think fans are looking at all the “new” talent like 
Chris Benoit, Dean Malenko, and Al Snow coming into 
WCW and the WWF from the independent circuit and 
are curious as to where the next rising star will come from. 
Who knows—maybe the next huge star will come from 
one of the finiest wrestling promotions. 








David Rosenbaum (Senior Writer): Shock 
sells. Howard Stern has the highest-rated 
morning radio show in America and his 
second best-selling book. Unfortunately, 
when one shock barrier is broken, another 
has to be set up so it can be broken down. 
We're seeing that in wrestling, where 
wrestlers are doing more and more outra- 
geous things to gain the attention of pro- 
moters. Ten years ago, Adrian Adonis was 
enough. Now we have Dustin Rhodes as 
Goldust. What's going on in ECW these 
days isn't about violence, it’s about shock, 
pushing the envelope. We're shocked 
when brothers feud or when commission- 
ers get attacked by referees. What's next in 
"96% Who knows? One sure thing: It'll 


shock US all. GOLDUST IS MORE ABOUT SHOCK THAN SUBSTANCE. 























Eddie Ellner (Senior Writer): 
All | can say is | hope we see 
more new talent in the major 
federations. If you’ve read m 
columns over he years, you'll 
know that a lot of the grizzled 
velerans are still my favorites. | 
ques I'll always love watching 
Stan Hansen, bu | hope ‘96 is 
һе year established stars like 
Hulk Hogan finally learn to 
step aside and let the younger 
stars have more of the spot- 
light, Because as much as we 
love to watch these older stars, 
we have to realize that they 
can't go on forever. And if 
they keep hogging the spot- 
light, that means the young 
qu^ won't get the attention 
Ihey deserve. Maybe one rea- 
son there aren't many young 
megastars out there today is 
that the older megastars Же 
lo give the young guys a 
chance to develop aad е. 
That has to change if wrestling 
is to continue to thrive 
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|5 THE REASON THAT YOUNG STARS (LIKE HUNTER HEARST 
HELMSLEY AND BOB HOLLY) CAN'T BREAK THROUGH TO 
SUPERSTARDOM BECAUSE THE AGING SUPERSTARS WON'T 
STEP ASIDE AND МАКЕ ROOM FOR THEM? 


Jason Ross Lavin (Photo Editor): | know we saw 
quite a bit of cooperation between federations in the 
last year or two, but | don’t see that continuing. 
We're going to see more fans identifying with one 
romotion the way most fans of other sports identi- 
with one team. I've covered dozens of ECW 
shows during the last three years, so | know all 
about the hardcore ECW fans who back that feder- 
ation and that federation only. And don’t forget how 
loyal the fans of Smoky Mountain and the USWA 
were this fall during the SMW-USWA war. Plus, 
since WCW put Monday Nitro on the air opposite 
the WWF's Monday Night Raw, the war between 
the “Big Two” has heated up. It’s as if federations 
are telling people, “Don’t be just a wrestling fan. Be 
a fan of our promotion and no other!” I'm not sure 
that’s good for wrestling. 


CAN FAN LOYALTY GO ТОО FAR? TATTOOING “ECW” ON YOUR 
AIM 15 A COMMITMENT, TO BE SURE, BUT SUCH INTENSE 
LOYALTY TO ONE PROMOTION MAY NOT HELP WRESTLING 
AS A WHOLE 








HOTLINE 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Hotline has all the inside informa- 
tion you want and it's only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or 

on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every fed- 
eration, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline 
now and you'll be the first to learn about ... 


Exclusive news from behind the scenes 
Upcoming events 

Up-to-date results from around the world 
Title changes and transactions 
Pay-per-view reports 

Wrestler of the week 

Plus ses Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
what you want to see in the magazine. Dictate a let- 


ter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters will be 
printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


"LY This service is available on both touch-tone and 
rotary-dial phones. 


*Cost per minute in the United States and Canada is $1.99 per. Cost per 
minute in the United Kingdom is 39p cheap rate and 49р at all other times, 
incl. VAT. 
Kids, get your parents' permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 
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s part of the first-ever PWI ALMANAC, we wanted to include a section 
profiling the top stars in the sport today. Then, along came our sister 





Apublication, the 1 996 WRESTUNG ANNUAL, which did exactly that. What 
to do? Well, in case you missed that 100-page annual, we're revisiting (and, 
іп many cases, updating) those "profiles with an attitude." And even if you did 
зве that annual, we've provided even more information: In addition to heights, 
weights, and years pro for each wrestler (for more specific stats, see page 74), 
we've also given you a listing for the most recent РУМ! centerfold of that star (in 
case you want to research your back issues for more complete biographical 
and career information), plus a comprehensive retrospective of “PWI 500” list- 
ings for each of the stars in this section. | 

Here's a complete directory of who's profiled on the pages that follow: | 






ARN ANDERSON ....24 WAYLON MERCY ....49 
JOHNNY В. BADD ...25 SHAWN MICHAELS. . .50 


ЕРКІ BENOIT t 26 THENASTY BOYS ....51 
BAM BAM BIGELOW ...27 DALLAS PAGE ....... 52 
ALUNDRA BLAYZE...28 BRIAN PILLMAN ... .53 
БТЫУТАСК....... АЗ РОВИОЕМЕЛАҮ?Х 22555 54 
Ие. а... ЗО RAZOR RAMON ..... 55 
DEAN DOUGLAS ..... 31 LORD STEVEN REGAL. . . 56 
HACKSAW DUGGAN .. .32 SABU.............. 57 
GAP EPMINS: wie sisi sa nns 33 RANDY SAVAGE..... 58 
TERRY FUNK ........34 2COLDSCORPIO....59 
IHE GANGSTAS ..... 35 DAN SEVERN.......60 
BRKKUSHI- М... .. MO ЭКЕР, ОБСЕ 20% 61 
MARLEM HEAT ...... 37 DAVEY BOY SMITH... 62 
1) SAMS Vo T Lui 38 TRACEY SMOTHERS. . . 63 
ШЕМ MART ....-,: 29 THE STEINERS 825.55 64 
HEAVENLY BODIES...4O STING............. 65 
MULK HOGAN ...... 41 TATANKA.........-66 
JEFF JARRETT .......42 UNDERTAKER....... 67 
ШОО yy vs ss АЗ BIG VAN VADER .... 68 
THE 123 KID ....... 44 SAVIO VEGA... a. 69 
BUDDY LANDELL .... 45 ЈВУО. „е 70 
JERRY LAWLER ......46 У.К. WALL STREET.... 71 
ЕК LUGE И... 47 ALEX WRIGHT ...... 72 


MABEL ИЕЛИ. 48  YOKOZUINNC LI SA 73 
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JOHNNY B. BADD 
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ARN ANDERSON 










ZA IFN ouble A^ is double- Fy ormer amateur boxing cham | HEIGHT: 6: 
tough, but һы wl HEIG rer. 6 pion 15 said to have a great left WEIGHT: 235 | о lar 
double-trouble for Ric WEIG HT: 249 hand, although we never real- YEARS PRO: 5 | zd ? ; 5 | 





ly cared to find out for ourselves ... 
Started his career as a rulebreak- 
of, known as manager Teddy 
long's gift to WCW ... For a while 
Ihere, had us asking, "Excuse me? 
Where's the return department? 
Ihis just doesn't fit right" ... Wore 
more makeup than senior citizens 
ot а Florida condominium, and 
had matching pretty-in-pink outfits 

Doesn't look much like Molly Ringwald, though ... Does, however, bear a striking resemblance to 
rock 'n' roll legend Little Richard ... Both are natives of Macon, Georgia ... Became опе of WCW's 


Flair, defeating the "Nature Boy" YEARS PRO: 14 

at Fall Brawl ... Yeah, Brian PWI CENTERFOLD: JANUARY 1996 
Pillman interfered, but ... First, 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 24 

we thought maybe it was Flair 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 31 

just getting a taste of his own 4 

medicine ... Now we know тоге 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 24 
... In retrospect, looks like а 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 19 
Horseman audition was set up by 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 9 


Arn and Ric for Pillman .. 
Passed with flying colors ... We 
hear Chris Benoit is headed into the fold, too ... Arn’s a better tag team wrestler than a singles 


PWI CENTERFOLD: FEBRUARY 1995 _ 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 57 As 
1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 51 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 51 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 59 
1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 101 







star, and has the guts to admit it ... You gotta love his interviews; quiet, but intimidating ... In-ring 
style is equally intense ... Shocked the wrestling world in 1993 by being involved in a double- 





stabbing hotel fight with Sid 
Vicious ... Talk about intimi- 
dating! ... Was there any 
residual anger from Sid hav- 
ing received a $1-million 
Horseman bonus payment 
from Ric Flair back in 19912 
... Sure, Arn, sure ... The 
Arn-Flair relationship | is 
clearly a friendship made in 
wrestling heaven ... Can the 
Horsemen possibly thrive a 
decade after their forma- 
tion? ... Why nof? ... Ima- 
gine the effectiveness of an 
Anderson-Benoit team ... 
Or Anderson-Pillman ... Or 
Anderson-Flair ... (But 
would Flair really want to 
leave solo competition for 
long?) ... (Probably not) ... 
We'd place our money on 
seeing Arn with the WCW 
World tag team belt around 
his waist sometime in 1996 
... In fact, go ahead and 
bet the farm ... Don't 
underestimate his behind- 
the-scenes strategic value to 
the Horsemen, either. 








most popular wrestlers when he 
severed ties with Teddy Long ... 
Narrowly edged out of the 
1991 PWI Rookie of the Year 
award by РМ. News ... Nice 
call, voters! ... Although Badd 
remains in the WCW Top 10, 
he’s an afterthought to most 
fans when pondering the 
sports top performers ... Ws 
very hard for opponents to take 
him seriously ... Even after 
they're stunned by one of the 
best sunset flips in the sport ... 
Maybe its all the fringe in his 
outfits ... Speaking of fringe, 
look for Badd to edge away 
from the fringes of WCW com- 
petition as his TV title reign con- 
tinues to build up momentum 
... Could pose a stiff threat to 
the U.S. title ... But for how 
long? ... Has shown a tenden- 
cy to choke in big matches ... 
Has the potential fo pull it all 
together and wear some gold, 
though ... Needs to keep 
focused—on more than just his 
makeup and ring outfits ... And 
needs to get past his feud with 
Diamond Dallas Page quickly. 
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ail the newest Horseman! 
H ... This scientific standout 
Wis Calgary-grown, Japan- 
polished, and ready to break out 
in a big way in WCW ... Wait a 
second, haven't we heard that 
somewhere once before? 
WCW's traditional unwillingness 
to spotlight top lightweight talent 
won't help Benois status in the 
sport any ... (But being a Horse- 
man very well might!) ... Was his 
status helped much back in 1993 


HEIGHT: 510" 


| WEIGHT: 218 


YEARS PRO: 10 


PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE . 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 46 

_ 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 43 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 44 

| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 99 
| 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 107 | 








BAM BIGELOW 


on his bald scalp has turned his 
career. around after losing to 
Lawrence Taylor at WrestleMania XI 
Ihat makes about as much sense 
аза football player turning his life 
Gen und alter getting accused of mur- 
dering his ex-wife ... Taylor got a 
million bui ks, Bigelow made decent 
money but couldn't save face ... 
ЕТШІ bounty hunter got shot at a 
low limes down in Mexico and 
«Ісін led, "Maybe this job isn't for 


D: guy with the fireball tattoo 


чы 


HEIGHT: 63" | 
| WEIGHT: 368 POUNDS | | 
‘YEARS PRO: 11 7 
PWI CENTERFOLD: JULY 1995 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 30 
1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 24 . 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 33 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 84 
1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 58 
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when he was wrestling in WCW? ... Not really ... Wrestled some awesome matches, though, and mw" ... Decided to play it safe and became a pro wrestler ... ren ee bein ehe | 
continues to do the same ... Pardon our cynicism, but despite Benoit’s tremendous skills, we just l'adory in Laurel, New Jersey, and was featured on A Current Affair ... 5 | m QA pies 
can't see him becoming the 9 Affair м en, vnli в. mos 
next Hulk Hogan, Sting, or - - wrestlers, he didn't body am z 
Randy Savage ... More likely headbutt the penye a 

to become the next Terry camera man ... Has since 





Taylor ... Hope we're wrong, 
fear we're right ... Benoit’s 


his hair red, though; he's a 
solid grappler all the way ... 
"This time it's for keeps,” 
Benoit said. “WCW fans bet- 
ter get used to me, because 
I'm here to stay" ... Glad he 
thinks so ... Teamed with Bob- 
by Eaton in his first WCW 
stint ... Duo was great, but 
barely registered a blip on 
the WCW tag team scene ... 
Reportedly, the tandem suf- 
fered from a lot of infighting 
.. Thats no way to win a 
championship ... Has a great 
flying headbutt ... That's kind 
of like calling somebody a 
good kamikaze pilot 
Comes to WCW fresh (1) from 
ECW ... "Crippler" Chris 
could make some serious 
waves in WCW—if the 
matchmakers don't hold him 
down ... Again. 


not the kind of guy to paint 4 





shown similar killer instinct ... 
Besides winning the Mid-South 
title in Memphis and other inde- 
pendent titles here and there, 
Bigelow has never lived up to 
the media's lofty expectations ... 
Perhaps because although he 
has surprising aerial skills for a 
big man, he overestimates his 
ability and often misses on the 
high-risk maneuvers ... The big- 
ger they are, the harder they fall 
... A missed high-risk Bigelow 
move usually results in a рїп... 
Of him ... Known as the “Beast 
From The East” ... Some 
Beast—he lost to a team of 
Doinks at the 1993 Survivor 
Series ... Getting kicked out of 
Ted DiBiase’s Corporation might 
have been the best thing that 
ever happened to him ... Every 
time it look as if his career is tak- 
ing a turn for the better, it hits a 
snag ... The world anxiously 
awaits the announcement of his 
WrestleMania ХІІ opponent. 


.28 Wrestling Almanac 1996 


same А AX nul 








tarted her career as 
Madusa Miceli ... We 
can't figure out how one 
makes the jump from Miceli 
to Blayze (or Madusa to 
Alundra) or why it really mat- 

rs ... Looks very nice in a 
bikini, but not nice enough to 
win a swimsuit competition 
against Missy Hyatt ... She 
can't seem to decide whether 
she's a wrestler, a manager, 
or a model ... Was Paul E. 


Dangerously’s right- -hand woman in The Dangerous Alliance .. 
a few years ago when Madusa got angry at Dangerously for belittling her .. 





= 1 


W WI д CENTER RFO LD: JUNE 1994 "s 
| WI 500 RANKING: xix AES ! 
: 1994 2 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 
4 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 
| W1 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 
| 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 














‚ That partnership went up in smoke 


. Madusa defeated 

Paul Е. in a series of matches ... 
Has held both the AWA and WWF 
World women’s belts ... Defeated 
Bertha Faye in October to regain 
WWF World women’s title ... 
Although Miceli undoubtedly got 
her start because of her good 
looks, it was her wrestling (and 
overall athletic) ability that set her 
several cuts above the others ... 
Extremely popular in Japan, where 
she now does most of her wrestling 
.. Had a wild feud with Luna 
Vachon in which she nearly had 
her hair torn out ... Is still the tar- 
get of every female wrestler in 
North America hoping to make a 
name for herself ... One of the few 
women in recent years to preach 
the message that women’s 
siye! should be taken seriously 
... At this point, nobody's sure 
whether to believe her ... But as 
the saying goes: watch the mes- 
senger, not the message ... Isn't 
that what they say? ... Perhaps 
frustrated by her failure to help 
women’s wrestling thrive in the 
U.S., Alundra might continue to 
concentrate on competing mainly 
in Japan. 














strange thing happened a 
Ас: years ago when Big 
~ MVan Vader power-bombed 
Luctus Jack: temporary amnesia 
overtook the crazed New Mexican 
While Jack was forgetting 
everything about himself, we were 
lorgatting everything about him, 
loo ... Absolutely one of the crazi- 
esl and most fearless wrestlers іп 
history ... Doesn't care who he 
hurts—or "adis hurts him ... Isn't 
much of a technical wrestler, but 
does it really matter? .. 
à cement foor .. 


. Defending against a madman isn't easy .. 
‚ Long-time independent wrestler was making a pretty good name for himself until the 
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CACTUS JACK 


HEIGHT: 64" 


WEIGHT: 227 POUNDS 

YEARS PRO: 13 

PWI CENTERFOLD: OCTOBER 1992 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 31 

1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 27 


1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 53 
| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 29 





1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 45 


. Unless you power-bomb them onto 


amnesia thing ... Maybe Jack 
forgot that you need money to 
buy groceries, or whatever it is 
that he eats ... Wasn't the same 
when he returned and lost a 
falls-count-anywhere match at 
Halloween Havoc "93... Went 
nowhere fast, about his usual 
speed ... Fortunately, however, 
around that time a little federa- 
tion called ECW grew up in 
Pennsylvania ... It was the per- 
fect home for Cactus Jack ... Не 
feuded with Sabu, Terry Funk, 
and other assorted maniacs ... 
Jack had them all beaten in the 
brainiac department ... ls 
among the top contenders to 
the ECW heavyweight title .. 

Doesn’t care much for belts, 
though ... More interested in 
mayhem ... We can only imag- 
ine what the demons inside his 
head sound like ... Clearly they 
have very insistent voices ... 
Doubtful whether he'll ever 
again get a chance in WCW or 
the WWF ... Or if he even 
wants one ... Jack is his own 
man and perfectly fit for the 
ECW /independent scene. 
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DEAN DOUGLAS 


HEIGHT: 6 

WEIGHT: 223 POUNDS 
YEARS PRO: 11 

PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 28 
1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 32 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 72 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 245 
1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 171 
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DIESEL 


о, his name isn’t Dean ... 
HEIGHT: 7 Мы Dean Wormer (from 
WEIGHT: 356 POUNDS Animal House), not Dean 
YEARS PRO: 6 Martin ... As in Dean of Students at 
PWI CENTERFOLD: SEPTEMBER 1995 a Peu per ire eer 

1 s асау a - 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 1 leacher ... Back in 1993, teamed 
1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 14 with Rick жал io wih the 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED WCW World tag team title ... The 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 203 two made an excellent pairing ... 
1991 PWI 500 RA : 





ntil the summer 1994, 
Diesel’s wrestling career 

was like a slow train com- 

ing ... Anybody who billed 
themselves as Vinnie Vegas 
deserved to go nowhere ... 
Disco Inferno, take note ... Also 
wrestled as Oz ... Oy! ... 
Displayed a genuinely kind 
eanor as champion and 


defended the WWF World title lost the belts to Steve Austin and 


as frequently as possible ... 
Arrived in the WWF in early- 
1994 as Shawn Michaels’ 





rd ... Within a matter of months, won the WWF World tag team title 


(with Michaels), the Intercontinental title, and then the World title from Bob Backlund two days after the 





1994 Survivor Series ... Michaels 
turned against him ... Showed his 
good nature by forgiving Michaels, 
even though he was attacked by 
Michaels during a Royal Rumble 
match against Bret Hart ... He and 
Michaels seemingly won the WWF 
World tag team title at the Sep- 
tember 24 In Your House pay-per- 
view when Diesel pinned Owen Hart 
іп the Tripleheader match ... 
Monsoon giveth and Monsoon 
taketh away ... Diesel's good nature 
saw him lose his edge as 1995 was 
winding down ... Then came 
Survivor Series ... And Bret Hart ... 
In the 1996 PWI Wrestling Annual, 
we suggested that Diesels reign 
might end after facing the best all- 
around wrestler in the federation ... 
We meant Michaels, but on second 
thought—! ... Both Hart and Diesel 
wrestled with hard edges in that bout 
... Diesel came out of it without the 
title, but with a renewed killer instinct 
... he faces some tough decisions 
and matches in the months to come 
... In 1995, he found out that it was- 
n't easy being World champion ... 
now he's going to find out how diffi- 
cult it is being ex-champion. 


Brian Pillman ... They masquerad- 
ed under masks as Dos Hombres, a 





very bad idea ... Later in the year, Douglas left WCW and returned to the independent circuit ... Another 
very bad idea ... In late-1995, jumped to ће WWF and billed himself as Dean Douglas ... Gives grades 





to wrestlers after their matches ... 
Thinks Razor Ramon is an idiot .. . 
Talk about taking the most dan- 
gerous roule to a feud! ... On the 
scale of WWF characters, is 
slightly more appealing than 
Brother Love and the Red Rooster, 
though not quite as endearing as 
Jerry Lawler ... Could probably 
teach The Kid a few lessons ... 
Like in how to tear apart a cham- 
pionship belt ... Did just that in 
1994 after winning a tournament 
for the NWA title ... At the time, 
also held the ECW title ... Made 
the observation that one belt was 
virtually worthless and the other 
actually meant something ... We 
won't tell you how we thought ... 
Actually, we think Douglas should 
take a very good look at his 
WWF paycheck and compare it 
to his independent paychecks. 
Then he should consult his ac- 
countant and come to the follow- 
ing conclusion: “I like making 
money. | like it here in the WWF 
because they pay me a lot of 
money. Who cares if | have to go 
along with this stupid Dean gim- 
mick? | am rolling in the dough.” 
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"T"he 10-time WCW and 
WWF World champion re- 

| tired on October 23, 1994, 
when he lost a retirement match 
lo Hulk Hogan ... OF course, 
retirement isn’t everything it used 
lo be ... Especially in wrestling 
Has also vowed on several oc- 
casions to retire if he wasn’t 
capable of winning the WCW 
World title ... Hasn't held it in 
well over a year and doesn't 
even get title shots anymore, so 
what's he waiting for? ... Does he think the new Four Horsemen can help him get the gold again? 
Hey, if Hulk Hogan can be champion again, maybe anything's possible ... Became great by 
perfecting the figure-four 









| HEIGHT: 6'3” 
| WEIGHT: 280 
| YEARS PRO: 9 

PWI CENTERFOLD: JUNE 1991 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 113 
1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 71 
| 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 66 

| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 120 
| 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 82 











mhe Pride of Glens Falls, New 
York, is extremely popular 


because of his flag-waving 
patriotism ... Singlehandedly 
responsible for the huge growth in 
sales of foam 2x4s ... Only in 
wrestling could a man who goes 
around hitting people with a huge 
stick be a fan favorite ... Oh, you 
mean slugging people with the 
side of a house doesn't make you 
a rulebreaker? ... Got his first big 
break in the old Mid-South region 
... Signed with the WWF іп the mid-1980s ... Despite his popularity and staying power, Duggan 
never got title shots and has had to be content as a middle-of-the-card wrestler ... Currently lost in the 
WCW shuffle ... What, you 















П CENTER SEPTEMBER 1994 | 
1995 PWI SOO RANKING: 20 — | 

| 1994 PWI 500 RANKING:3 | 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING:6 —— 
| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING:3 
| 1991 PWI 500 RANKING:3 | 





say? WCW never had a shuf- 
fle? ... Well, it does now that 
Hulk Hogan is in the federation 


... Last year, Duggan tried to ' 


tag along on Hogan's coattails, 


only to get left behind ... Fights | 


to the finish with Big Bubba 
Rogers have been impressive, 
but we're not sure where they 
put him in terms of eventual title 
shots ... Ifs hard to see the 
brawling Duggan making any 
in-roads toward a title shot 
over the next year or two, nor 
has he made any attempts 
toward that goal ... On the 
other hand, what's he sup- 


posed to do, go back to Glens | 


Falls and work in the lumber 
mill? ... Can't blame him for 
hanging on ... Doesn't have 
many options in Japan, where 
the fans expect the wrestlers to 
know at least one move ... 
Now that he’s made so much 
money in wrestling, Duggan 
can take a few months off and 
have the operation ... You 
know, the one that enables 
your knees to bend. 








leglock, one of the most devas- 
tating submission holds in histo- 
ry ... Oddly, though, doesn’t 
get many submissions with the 
move ... 5 a great tool for 
wearing down an opponent, 
though ... By the way, Ric: Time 
to control that uncontrollable 
flip over the corner ... Everyone 
knows by now to follow up with 
the clothesline on the ring apron 
... Grew up idolizing “Nature 
Boy” Buddy Rogers, who also 
didn't know when to quit ... 
Figures to stick around WCW 
until а better offer comes along 
... Probably not from the WWF 
again ... We wouldn't mind 
seeing him replace Steve 
McMichael in the broadcast 
booth ... Can't deny that Flair is 
among the very best wres- 
tlers ever ... Also can’t deny 
that his best years are behind 
him ... Does he have it in him to 
go out gracefully? ... Probably 
not ... If he did, he'd still be 
“retired” ... Can't resist ће urge 
to go for just one more champi- 
onship ... Probably never will. 
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Terry Funk is one of the tough- 
ТЕ men alive ... One of the 
craziest, too ... When he picks 

his teeth, still comes up with litle 
chunks of Sabu’s skin ... Should be 
either Bunkhouse Buck or Dick 
Slater in the Bunkhouse Buck and 
Dick Slater tag team, but isn't ... 
During an exceptional career, has 
taken on and beaten nearly every 
top star in the sport ... Not only has 
he wrestled nearly every top star, 
he's wrestled nearly every bottom 


and mid-level star in nearly every federation in nearly every arena in the world ... If you're а wrestling 
fan and you've never seen Terry Funk live, you're not really a wrestling fan ... ECW battles with Sabu $ 






| PWI CENTERFOLD: WINTER 1994 


1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 22 

















HEIGHT: 6'1” 
WEIGHT: 247 
YEARS PRO: 30 







YEARS PRO: MUSTAFA SAED—4; | T. 
|| PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE | SNe оета 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: MUSTAFA SAED—136; NEW JACK—126 : 













1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 70 
1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 33 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 45 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 98 























he Gangstas—Mustafa Saed and New Jack—are one of the most controversial and toughest tag 
teams in the world ... Recently feuded with Public Enemy in а series of matches that lent credence 
| to the warning, “Kids, don't try this at home!” ... Have something толуп with топу we 
| wrestlers in that they hate Jim Cornette more than any man in the world "in The Gangstas So debe ег 
States can't imagine the то ег of the "90 era of teams that grew up оп ће meon sirests of the ж кісе Seite wa vm 
tude of his celebrity in Japan ... | street-smarts and brawling tactics ... No, they're not from the be PME x hell ence " 
Although people say he's Î ... New Jack is mean and dangerous ... Actually, you can switch ће names he ае чаа 
mean, ће truth is that Funk has | | IE are very bright, though 
ө „жеее ыы нд. ... They're ses 9 
Ins ... He needs to win— hatred and preiudice an 
and is willing to die trying .. Кее ara E for 
Started his wrestling career in % their racist comments ... Re- 
1965 ... As a point of refe- $ commendation to the tag 
a iy — на ] team hopefuls of the world: If 
boris » Michael Jordan | yu EN сөлі 
hadn't started nursery school ог The LA.PD., make sure 
... And Hulk Hogan was strum- you don't wrestle The Gang- 
ming on his first play guitar ... stas ... Considering their atti- 
Although Funk's days as a ma- iude and comments, we can’t 
jor singles champion are over, | see either of the big two fed- 
Slater's success in WCW leads | erations taking a chance on 
us to believe that Funk can still даа Kad ds wéme the 
win a major fag team title ... M Gangstas caring about that 
The problem is that he keeps ... Discussing their future 
bouncing from federation to is ridiculous, because the 
federation .. Has hinted at | only thing Saed and Jack 
rape: f several at 2: care about is kicking чн 
he past year ... Tired оп .. The. Gangstas wil 
aching bones insist that there's Ln ph thei 
5 continue to make their 
а good chance he won't be mark in the independent 
active for much of 1996. federations. 


are still considered classics, as | 
are his WCW battles with Ric 
Flair ... Fans in the United 
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HAKUSHI 















wer he body oy кке аі | HEIGHT: ST 
. No, wait, it's the end of | WEIGHT: AM 
the match. Look—they're realy | YEARS PRO: 5 


cockamamies! Hakushi 
made his WWF debut under 
rather unusual circumstances ... 
Last year, Jerry Lawler accused 
Bret Hart of being a racist and 
hating all Japanese people ... 
When members of the Japanese 
press presented Hart with an 
award (no, not for hating Ja- 
panese people), Hakushi came out and attacked Lawler ... 
not buying this ‘we're all human beings’ garbage" ... Managed by Shinja, Hakushi was pinned by Hart 
at the May 14, 1995, In Your 
House ... Hakushi dominated” 


| PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 48 ud 
| 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 


but it wasn't enough ... Makes 
made of ... Later in the card, 
Hakushi's interference cost Hart 
his match against Jerry Lawler .. 

Pinned The Kid at сіне ій 
"95... Now follow the bouncing | 
ball: Wrestles Bret Hart at one | 


... Thats not what we call career 
progress ... 
next In Your House ... Ditto ... 
Barry Horowitz and is helping 


dications, 


guidance ... 
left alone ... Although not as 
reckless as Sabu or as big as 


the Intercontinental title 
Losing to Bret Hart in his first try 


was no disgrace. 





[{| 1994 Pwi 500 RANKING: BOOKER T—260; $1 EVI 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 
1991 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED 4 


Kind of Hakushi's way of saying, “Bret, we're 


early in the match and injured | 
Hart's left leg; Shinja interfered, | 


you wonder what Hakushi's| 


PPV, wrestles The Kid at the next? 
Didn't wrestle at the | 
Has now formed an alliance with | 


Horowitz battle Skip ... In- | 
however, are that $ 
Hakushi has far more talent than %@ 
that and merely needs the proper | 
Or maybe to just be | 


Yokozuna, Hakushi has enough f 
overall skill to be a threat in the 4 
WWF and maybe contend for | 



















WEIGHT: B к BOOKER T 250; STEV 
YEARS PRO: BOOKER Ted STEVI Y—7 С. 
1995 ; PWI 500 RANKING: BOOKER T—89; STEV 









1993 PWI 500 RANKING: BOOKER T—182; STEVIE RAY—202 | 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: BOOKER T—UNRANKED; STEVIE RAY—220 | 
1991 PWI 500 RANKING: BOOKER T—UNR LANKED; STEVIE RAY—226 











weakli Managed by Sister Sherri, formerly Scary Sherri, formerly Sensational Sherri, formerly 

Sherri Моны procter im ал елік ond fhe Mice дей Me mostly because 
Parker manages Bunkhouse Buck and Dick Slater ... This love triangle (although we're not exactly sure 
where the other point of the triangle lies) could get Harlem Heat in trouble if Sherri slips secrets to her new 
lover or runs ОЁ and hides with the Colonel ... Wouldn't you know it: With Sherri distracted, Harlem Heat 
wasted no fime losing the WCW World tag team fille to Marcus Alexander Bagwell and Scotty Riggs ... 
Sure, they won the belts back, but they 
had по business losing in the first 
place ... For a while there, it looked 
like the WCW tag picture was improv- 
ing: Harlem Heat had rounded into 
top form, and The Nastys Boys were 


— New York; not a neighborhood that produces pampered 


for Harlem Heat fo ‘dump Sherri and 
find themselves a new manager . 
Our choice: Роја Barbieri... АЕ 
though in most cases tag teams fare 
better with a manager than without 
one, Harlem Heat could be an excep- 
боп ... Booker Т and Stevie Ray made 
it on their own by fighting for survival 
in the mean streets of uptown 
Manhattan ... They've done every- 
thing on their own and never asked 
for favors ... They're at the point 
where they don't need any breaks ... 
The Martel situation is an unnecessary 
distraction ... If the Steiners come to 
WCW, the tag team battle will get 
even hotter. Harlem Heat must be 
ready for the war. 
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BRET HART 


4. hree-time WWF World 
champion” sounds pretty 
| good, Bret! ... That was 

quite a match at Survivor Series 

'95 .. . Showed a lot more guts and 

determination than we've seen in 

quite a while ... Does this mean 
that Owen will come snilfing 
around now looking for title shots? 

. Here we go again! ... Hart was, 
unti recently, spending his nights 
wrestling the likes of Jerry Lawler 
and Jean-Pierre Lafitte ... Oh по: 


Does this mean Lawler thinks Hart will be hi 








| HEIGHT: 5°11" 
| WEIGHT: 235 


learned his lesson the last time, when he had to suck on Hart's feet .. 





| YEARS PRO:20 0 

| PWI CENTERFOLD: DECEMBER 1993 | 
. 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 4 | ٤ 
| 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 1 

| 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 1 

| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 5 
1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 21 


s avenue to the World tile? ... Would've thought Lowlet 
. Then Lawler was forced 

















meee 
lo suck оп his own feet ... 


fact that Hart was taken to thd 
limit by Lafitte at the September 
24 Іп Your House pay-per-view 
suggests to us that “The Hitman” 


was а litle off his best game ir 
95 . 
when you you go seven months will 
out fighting for the World title .. 


Got it back quickly enough їй 


November, though ... Signaturé 
move, the "sharpshooter," 


mains one of the most effective 
finishing moves in the sport ... 
Using an exposed turnbuckle 
with the padding removed as || 
Right, | 
At press time, them 
questions remain: Did Bret pay 


pretty effective, too ... 
Diesel? ... 


too high a price to win back t 
bell... о knee injury ай 


fered at the hands of Diesel at 


Survivor Series more serious tha 
we're led to believe? ... 
crash through the announcers’ 
table leave any lasting effects o 
Injuries? ... 
his third reign at 100 percent .. 
Will have to grit his teeth and get 
down to work if he’s to hold hel 
belt for very long. 


1 Helen Hart's youngest son ... Don't 
тіпа them ... 





| (іп invitation to Thanksgiving din- 
Bw ... You see, there was this 
| woblem last Thanksgiving and the 








gh gets .. 
nice, but they don't seem to be the highest priorities on Owen's list ... The calling circle on his long-dis- 


lance account is more like a dot .. 


. Thats what happens 










Did һа | 


Bret is not entering, 
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TAS 


wen Hart is Bret Hart's 
brother, but don't remind 
him ... He's also Stu and 





| HEIGHT: 510" 2 
WEIGHT: 227 
YEARS PRO: (2 






ls badly іп need of 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 12 


| 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 10 


Кө before Welles NE SERA] 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 37 


Hoes out hunting for turkey, he’s 
ooking for one that's about a 

ound smaller than what he usual- 
. Friends and family are 





1991 PWI 500 RANKING: UN RANKE ыз. 


‚ Five years ago, Owen looked like û sure thing to break through as 
one of the top scientific and aer- 
ial wrestlers in the world ... Then 
the WWF put him under a mask 
as The Blue Blazer and it’s been 
downhill since then ... Most 
recently, Yokozuna sat on Owen 
Hart ... Ouch! ... It hurt even 
worse a week earlier when he 
and Yokozuna lost the WWF 
World tag belts to Shawn 
Michaels and Diesel іп the 
process ... One дау later, WWF 
President Gorilla Monsoon 
returned the belts to Hart and 
Yokozuna, who promptly lost 
them to The Smokin’ Gunns . 
Perhaps 1/5 time for somebody к to 
remind Owen that he's a former 
King of the Ring who's best suit- 
ed for singles wrestling ... Even 
if Owen can't put aside his bad 
feelings toward Bret, perhaps he 
can forget about Bret and get on 
with his wrestling career ... Or 
maybe not, now that Вге/5 
champ again ... We've already 
seen that Owen can't beat Bret, 
but maybe he can win ће ІС 
file and do something with his 
life ... A phone call to Mom and 
Dad wouldn't hurt, either. 
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ou know this guy, right? ... 

Okay, now we'll tell you 

what you don’t know ... Has 
been spending a lot of time recent- 
ly Tone for a new motorcycle 






































i ING: T | : : | and very big wheels Feuded 
; 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: TOM асиле D- = -49; р, The Giant without asking for a 
| 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: abd PRICHARD—54; JIM DEL RAY—86 - ith certificate or the genealogical 


ARD—118;. JIM DEL EURAY UNRANKE > would have provided if ho vicit 
i = p | asked . Keeps discovering that 
| history does, indeed, repeat itself 


Repeat after us: Megapowers 
Megafeud "©: 


eavenly Bodies Tom Prichard and Jim Del Ray were the first non- WWF team to wrestle о 
a WWF pay-per-view ... They regained the Smoky Mountain tag team belts from The Rod 
‘n’ Roll Express at the 1993 Survivor Series ... Failed in several attempts to win the 
World tag team title ... Also failed to keep manager Jim Cornette's attention ... As this is written 
their future is unclear now that SMW has folded ... One would have to assume a return to t 
WWF is very possible ... Why now? The WWF is the home of The Smokin’ Gunns. It'll take опу 
body ... Then again, WCW is pretty busy scarfing up talent these days ... The Heavenly Воде 
are the classic combination а 
outstanding scientific wrestle 
(Prichard) and solid brawle 
(Del Ray) ... This combinatiogi Ma 
hasn't been as effective as ong 
might expect, although thal” 
Bodies have been an efficient 
though overworked, tag tea 
... In reality, the Bodies remain 
among the most promising tagli | 
teams in North America anc 
should be able to take a run с 
a world title ... Maybe they 
need some convincing ... And 
where does Jim Cornette fit inte 
their futures? ... Or does he ОЙ | 
all? ... Problem with Cornette 19) 
that he was always comparing 
them to The Midnight Express 
.. Jimbo spends too much time 
living in the past ... Now he’s 
forced to think about his futuré 
.. So are Prichard and De 
Ray ... A talented duo, they'r 
sure to rebound from SMW 
demise and land on their feel 
somewhere. 





WEIGHT: 275 


. Movie career can 








YEARS PRO: 18 


` PWI CENTERFOLD: NOVEMBER көз TA 


1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 6 


1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 2 

|1993 PWI 500 RANKING:17 | 
| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 12 ix : 
|1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 1 





be found on the bottom racks of video stores and late night on 
Showtime ... TV career can be found on Thunder In Paradise on TNI—just before WCW Monday 


Nitro, coincidentally ... NoH . 
Undoubtedly the той famous 
and popular wrestler in history ... 
Don't believe what he says about 
taking vitamins, eating right, and 
working out if you don’t want . 
But believe this: Hogan looks pret 
ty good for a guy who has been 
doa beaten up for 18 years .. 
Biggest knock against him hos 
always been that he doesn’t wres- 
tle enough; in WCW, he has 
gone long stretches—far more 
than the allowed 30 days—with- 
out defending the World е ... 
Federations will always be lenient 
with him because they're so 
grateful to have him around ... 
Able to fill small and tall buildings 
with a single appearance ... Has 
almost КПА: changed 
the image of WCW from also-ran 
to leader of the pack ... But 
Hogan’s a comer and goer, and 
he’s been in WCW for over a 
year-and-o-half ... I's only а mat 
ter of time before Hogan gets the 
itch and moves on fo another 
product ... Like salami and eggs, 
however, the “Hulkster” never 


completely goes away. 














Profilin 
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JEFF JARRETT 


magine: A young country music 

singer has spent his entire life 

working the businessman’s circuit 
... Holiday Inn lounges and road- 
side bars ... Finally, he gets his big 
break: The Grand Ole Opry 
comes calling ... The young man 
hits it big ... He proves he's worthy 
of standing on stage with the finest 
country music singers in the world 

.. But then, one night at the Opry, 
the young man wants fo prove fo 
everyone that not only is he a 
great singer, he's a great wrestler, too ... Ludicrous, right? ... Well, turn the story around and you hova 
Jeff Jarrett, the man who spent 10 years wrestling in independent federations, then insisted on being 





` HEIGHT: 510° 
WEIGHT: 230 — 
“YEARS PRO: 10 - 





ama, Kama, Kama, | 
; i 55.) HEIGHT: 66 
Kameleon. 
Кез ет, e ы | WEIGHT: 340 
comes and goes ... Afera feud | YEARS PRO: 6 


PWI CENTERFOLD: JANUARY 1993 | 1 with The Undertaker, бл on PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 11 p vide 8 Ме опу | 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 65 — 


; 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 35, | росс К. Aihe | 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED r 
| 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 22 | didn't spell à СОММА; hen | 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 
|. 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 2 his name would have been sily | 1992 PWI 500 RAN KING: UN RANKED | 
be 50 I ... Still managed by Ted DiBiase, | 1991 Pwi 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 
| 1991 РУУІ 500 RANKING: 28 Aah or e ieri N^ | 71 
Paul Bearer was interested іп 
him—until Undertaker destroyed him a few dozen times ... Outstanding martial artist has discovered, 
much to his dismay, that all of the karate chops in the world don't work on a dead man ... Thanks to 




















a singer when he finally got hi 
big break in the WWF ... Je 
Jarret's son made a bad deci- 
sion when he didn’t hold hisi 
longue about supposed “pro 
duction details” at the July 23, 
1995, In Your House pay-per 
view in Nashville, Tennessee .. 
Whether or not he can sing, 
Jarrett is a talented wrestler with 
outstanding scientitic skills and 
great stamina ... It alwa 
seemed as if only his size could 
keep him from getting his big 
break ... Then Jarrett developed 
a little attitude and his size didn’t 
matter so much anymore ... 
Nonetheless, he has gained the 
attention of the major federations 
and figures to be back in thë 
WWF or signed by WCW in no 
ime ... The problem is that the 
wrestling world doesn’t have 
much trouble forgetting some 
body like Jeff Jarrett ... Hulk 
Hogan, Lex Luger, and ТҺ 
Ultimate Warrior they remembe 

Maybe next time he'll leave 
the guitar at home .. . Or maybe 
he'll sign with WCW and form a 
duo with Johnny B. Badd. 



















Undertaker, Kama is far too 
familiar with what the inside of a 
casket looks like ... Like most 
people, Kama firmly believes 
that a person should never ac- 
tually see the inside of a casket 
... Just because Kama can't beat 
Undertaker doesn't mean he has 
no chance in ће WWF ... IF he 
waits a while, Undertaker will go 
on another one of his long уаса- 
tions to Death Valley, and Kama 
can unleash his considerable 
skills on other federation stars ... 
Kama's biggest obstacle isn't 
really Undertaker, it's Ted DiBiase 

.. For the longest time, DiBiase 
refused to pit Kama against any- 
body but Undertaker ... Can you 
say “Fight your own battles, Mr. 
‘Million-Dollar Man”? ... Best 
move for Kama would be to go 
without a manager and try to 
sign his own matches ... Nothing 
positive can result from the 
Undertaker feud ... Can go one 
of two ways in '96: Languish 
among the mid-carders, or 
break out in a big way ... Which 
way he goes is all up to him and 
his killer instinct. 
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THE 1-2-3 KID 
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‘BUDDY LANDELL 













i -2-3 Ki like he fF ariy Е н 5 : п the all-time ratings of 
Scie peared көре | HEIGHT:627 ° [ек Boys,” Buddy Landell 
| who calls the offices of London | ИШМИ 2 | | ranks шера Sepa. behind 
Publishing every day and asks, | YEARS PRO: 6 | bns Ric Flair and Buddy Rogers, but 
"How do | become a pro wrestler?” | PWI CENTERFOLD: APRIL 1996 ahead of Austin Steele z Has 
jee va inet | 1995 PWI 500 RANKINGS | pen ron d Ги arerin Be | 4995 PWI ЗОО RANKING: T. | | 
"Ном о be oon ы nin | 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 22 Capable scientific wrestler ond | 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 382 | 
dollars ... In the 1-2-3 Kids case, | 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 34 a decent brawler ... Packs а | 1993 PWI БОО RANKING: 336 


first you need superb athleticism, | 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 75 fairly good-sized chip on his | 1992 PWI 5OO RANKING: 163 





even if ifs contained within a smal- | 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 253 shoulder ... Was involved in | 1991 PWI БОО RANKING: 184 
er-than-usual wrestling body ... 2 -- | USWA-SMW wars ... Spent а ee 
Then you need somebody to notice most of his 1995 in Smoky 


you and realize that even though you're not very big, you кізе кетір ar je edd vri cd 
i тее | i | i n make you a hero anc 

Finally, you need a promoter who realizes that your size ca you Hi aps leg 
isn't as big as pro wrestlers ... 
All this is about as easy as 
being a millionaire and beth 

ing taxes ... First percet 

AE ioke, the Kid legitimized 
himself when he pinned Razor 
Ramon in 1993 ... Since then, 
the Kid's life has revolved i 
around Ramon ... Enemies ... 
Friends ... Enemies ... Friends | 
again ... What's next? ... You 
figure it out ... What would 7 
the Kid do if Ramon ever left 
the federation? ... Follow him, | 
probably ... Although the Kid 
has wrestled just about every - 
юр star in the WWF, his wins 
have been few and for be- 
tween, though celebrated ... 2) 
People are still shocked when 
he wins ... Heck, he’s sl. 
shocked when he wins! ... But 
the idea of him contending 
for a major title in the WWE 
is absolutely ludicrous ... 
The Kid rarely m: а' 
top opponent takes him seri- 
Wn ... Could be a World: 
tag champ, though 
Hmmmmmmmm. 


Mountain ... Where will he spend most of his 1996? ... Was among the top contenders to Brad 
Armstrong's heavyweight title ... Also feuded with Tommy Rich ... Landell and Rich were tag 
team partners in the USWA ... 
Actually, a lot of guys in 
wrestling can say they're a for- 
mer tag team partner of 
Landell's ... Landell is such a 
solid and consistent competitor 
that he's probably capable of 
winning the major title in any 
independent federation . 
Will probably be forced to test 
that theory in the months to 
come ... Took Brad Armstrong 
to the limit in a best-of-three- 
falls match ... At his age, 
Landell is probably better suit- 
ed to one-fall matches in which 
stamina isn't a major concern 

. Equally effective in tag 
team and singles matches .. 
Landell goes into each year 
knowing that although there 
are new feuds on his horizon, 
there won't be any drastic 
changes to his career ... Had 
settled into a comfortable 
career routine in Smoky Moun- 
tain, but will have to seriously 
rethink his future ... Can 
remain a top independent star 
for the rest of this decade—if 
he so desires. 
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JERRY LAWLER 


Jerry “The King” Lawler, the EEE — 
Bride of Memphis, Tennessee, | HEIGHT: 6. 
has won the Mid-Southern and | WEIGHT: 34 


USWA heavyweight tiles more | YEARS PRO: 26 | 

times than we care to count... You | PWI CENTERFOLD: JANUARY 1994. 
can tum to the section beginning | 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 22 | 

оп роде rl Somchow hee | 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 16 | 
managed to remain a fan fovorie | 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 14 | 
in the USWA while becoming one | -1992 РМ 500 RAN KING: 7 


ofthe most hated men inthe WWF | 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 12 | 

... Sort of a Yankees-Southemers Ы. | 

feud ... Lawler is а former AWA 

World champion .. . He's the guy who decided to defend that belt in every federation against every 
champion ... Has wrestled and defeated just about every top star in the world, including Ric Flair, Hulk 









LEX LUGER 


ІР oS ta pente: ta ‘HEIGHT: 65" der 





billed as wrestlings next | 
superstar ... And nine years | WEIGHT: 265 


ago ... And eight years ago... | YEARS PRO: 10 | | me. 
And—well, you remember how it | PWI CENTERFOLD: OCTOBER 1991 E 
a ik ins Count ет. | 1995 PWI SOO RANKING: 23 - M 
Hes won ехссһу acr non he, | 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 17 
WWF World title ... Blame that on 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 7 ald 
poor selfmanagement ... Ву con- | 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED ers 
tract, never received the number of | 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 2 | 
shots a man of his talents deserved ! 

These days, he's trying for the 
World tile in WCW, where it all began, where he is today ... Actually, Luger started his career in Florida 








Hogan, and Randy Savage .. 
In the WWF, Lawler sits bekind 


the broadcast table with Vince 
McMahon апа belittles fan 
favorites ... Lawler’s the perfect 
counterpart to the fan favorite- 
loving McMahon ... Occa- 
sionally says the wrong things 
and draws himself into feuds, 
like his current one with Bret 
Hart ... Lawler has this habit of 
belittling Hart's family ... Hart 
has this habit of getting revenge 
... Last year, Lawler lost a match 
and had to suck on Hart's toes 
... Then he sucked on his own 
feet, which hadn't been washed 
in a week ... In the coming year, 
we see Lawler washing his feet 
much more often ... Especially 
when he has a match with Hart 
coming up ... Lawler would 
rather wrestle in the USWA and 
talk in the WWF, and that’s ће 
Же it's mostly going to stay .. 
You see, Lawler has finally hit оп 
the perfect career combination 
and he’s making big money .. 
will win another 30 or 
40 USWA titles before he's 
through ... If he’s ever through. 





and quickly moved on the heart of the NWA .. 





. The first bad career move was trusting JJ. Dillon ... The 


biggest bad career move, 
though, was leaving WCW 
and joining Vince McMahon's 
World Bodybuilding Federa- 
ion ... Made a great career 
move by returning to WCW at 
a fime when the federation was 
desperate for WCW Monday 
Nitro ratings ... Luger's "tor- 
ture rack" backbreaker is one 
of the most painful submission 
holds in wrestling ... Was able 
to put Hulk Hogan into the 
rack upon WCW return, but 
the match had to be stopped 
when Kevin Sullivan and com- 
pany rushed the ring ... 
Allowed himself to be drawn 
into a feud with Randy Savage 
.. Once again, Luger has 
been caught in the trap of 
wrestling the wrong people for 
the wrong reasons ... If Luger’s 
life goes according to past per- 
formances, he'll spend too 
much time with Savage ... 
And maybe Sting, too . 
Finally, when he does get his 
shots at Һе World title, he'll be 
too worn out to do anything 
about it ... Or will he? 






abel says һе weighs 
| 503 pounds, and we 

don't: doubt it for a 
minute ... He and his best friend, 
Mo, form the tag team Men On 
A Mission, but these days, 
Mabel has been concentrating 
more on singles competition ... 
Won the 1995 King of the Ring 
Vega in the final round ... Since 
then, Mabel’s career has taken 
off ... Let's put the idea of Mabel 





taking off in perspective: We always wondered how those big 747s ever got off the ground ... Watch 


| 1991 PWI up RANKING: өтеу on INKED 


out, big man. You're on the verge of falling heavily under the influence of Jim Cornetle ... But in less than 





one year, Mabel has gone from 
overweight curiosity to over- 
weight top challenger fo the 
WWF World title ... Lost to Diesel 
at SummerSlam ‘95 ... With 
Davey Boy Smith, Shawn Mi- 
chaels, The Undertaker, and oth- 
ers ahead of him on the con- 
tenders line, we don't see Mabel 


| getting foo many more fille shots 


in the near future ... Then again, 
Mabel is the type of wrestler who 
has a habit of “falling” into things 
and could very possibly “fall” into 
the WWF World championship 
merely by “falling” on top of the 
champion at the right fime ... 
Most devastating moves are exe- 
cuted at McDonald's and Burger 
King, where Mabel adds to his 
already impressive girth ... Ac- 
cording fo insiders, two more 
Whoppers and he might have 
beaten Diesel in that Summer- 
Slam bout ... Wrestling history 
tells us that big men usually don't 
take prolonged runs at world titles 
and either get lucky the first time 
(see Otto Wanz) or never get 
lucky at all ... Tag teams—they’re 
for you, big man! 
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WAYLON MERCY 


mmmmmm ... Something 
Не us of Robert 

DeNiro in Cape Fear .. 
Or was it Robert Mitchum? ... 
Waylon Mercy’s career is in a bit 
of trouble after losing to Savio 
Vega at In Your House Ill on 
September 24, 1995... Not that 
losing to Vega is a bad thing, 
because Vega is a good wrestler, 
but it's a bad thing if you plan on 
doing anything with your career 
.. Anything involving a world 


| HEIGHT: 68" — 


WEIGHT: 300° 
YEARS PRO: 13 


PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE 
| 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 80 | 
1994 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED 


1993 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED 





| 1991 PWI SOO RANKING: UNRANKED | 


file, that is ... Let's face it, Vega isn’t Diesel or Shawn Michaels ... Speaking of Diesel, "Big Daddy Cool” 
has put Mercy on ice, foo ... We're not sure what Diesel was doing defending his World heavyweight 





championship against Mercy .. 
And people complained about 
Jean-Pierre Lafitte getting a title 
shot! ... Diesel squashing him is 
what we'd call a Mercy killing .. 
We've spent a lot of time trying to 
find people who benefited most 
from the exodus of top WWF tal- 
ent to WCW (Hulk Hogan, Randy 
Savage, Lex Luger, etc.) and 
came up with Mercy: If not for the 
exodus, Mercy would still be 
wrestling independents ... Has 
about as much chance of winning 
а major title as the New York Jets 
have of winning the Super Bowl 
.. No offense to Jets fans, of 
course ... Must be doing some- 
thing right, because the WWF 
keeps matching him against top 
opponents ... Has also lost to Fatu 
and battled him to double-dis- 
qualifications ... Come on, now: 
Can you honesily see any truly 
great WWF тү going down 
to his sleeper? .. IF Mercy plays 
his cards right, he con rise fo solid 
middle-of-the-card status and 
make a pretty good living ... But 
if he doesn't, 1996 could be a 
very rough year. 
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[SHAWN MICHAELS 


ТІ, Heartbreak Kid” was 
reigning WWF 
Intercontinental champi- 
on—until a posse of 10 thugs beat 
him up outside an upstate New 
York nightclub ... Was forced to 
relinquish the belt due to injuries 
sustained in that attack ... Had it 
been just six or seven, he probably 
would have gotten the better of 
them all ... Мау be the best all- 
around wrestler in the WWF ... Or 
the world ... Spends too much time 


woe in front of a mirror ond adoring his adorable self, though .. 


| WEIGHT: 34 

| YEARS PRO: B | 
| PWI CENTERFOLD: FEBRUARY 1996 
| 1995 PWI 500 RANKING:2 _ 

` 1994 PWI SOO RANKING: 5 

1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 3 

| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 16 
|1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 37 





‚ Used to be called the “Boy Toy” | 


.. Go on, you figure it out ... The music he came out to went, "He's just a boy toy/He's just a sexy boy” 
"Boy 





toy?” Doesn't that mean 
he's о toy for a boy? ... Next 
subject ... First gained бете in 
the mid-1980s when he teamed 
with Marty Jannetty as The 
Midnight Rockers... 
Rockers won the AWA World 
tag team file and later moved 
together to the WWF ... Mich- 
aels has won the WWF World 
fag team title with two partners: 
Jannetty and Diesel ... Brought 
in Diesel as his bodyguard in 
mid-1994, then watched in 
shock as Diesel won the Inter- 
continental and World titles ... 
That just about did it for their 
friendship ... They finally got 
back together after Wrestle- 
Mania ХІ, where Diese! defeated 
Michaels ... Sid Vicious attacked 
Michaels and Diese! came to his 
rescue ... Michaels was happy, 


even though Diesel's move (be- | 


friending or re-befriending a 
person seen as a threat fo your 
fille) was a little Hoganesque ... 
Michaels as WWF World cham- 
pion is a distinct possibility in 


996 ...If his medical problems 


are taken care of, of course. 





ч EIGHT: JERRY SAGS—6' з”; BRIAN I 

WEIGHT: JERRY $AG$—290; BRIAN. KN (085-295: 
YEARS PRO: JERRY SAGS—11; BRIAN ! KNOBS—11_ E 
PWI CENTERFOLD: APRIL 1994 | | | 
| 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: JERRY SAGS—104; BRIAN KNOBS—96 


| 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: JERRY SAGS—52; BRIAN KNOB$—66 - 
| 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: JERRY SAGS—76; BRIAN KNOBS—70 | 
| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: JERRY $AG$—104; BRIAN КМОВ5-67. 


1991 PWI 500 RANKING: JERRY SAGS—189; BRIAN KNOBS—166_ 


озу Boys Jerry Sags and Brian Knobs ore, indeed, nasty boys .. . Grew up together on the mean 
streets of Allentown, Pennsylvania ... Yeah, “mean” might not be the word you'd use to describe 


Allentown, which doesn’t sound nearly as imposing as Harlem or South Central Los Angeles, but 
have you ever been in Allentown or know of it from anything but an old Billy Joel song? ... Whether or 
not the streets of Allentown are mean, they certainly turned Sags and Knobs into one of the meanest and 
toughest tag teams їп the world .. . Are top contenders to the WCW World tag team title ... Brawling tag 
team is one of those duos that will take four or five punches in order to land one good опе 2 . Sags and 

Knobs never planned on enter- 
ing а beauty contest ... Former 
WCW World tag title holders 
are odds-on favorites to regain 
their belts at some point this year 
... One of only a few teams to 
capture both the WWF and 
WCW World tag team filles ... 
Specialize іп falls-count-any- 
where matches ... Or any match 
in which the rules are suspended 
... Hate rules ... The WCW tag 
team picture has turned into a 
foursome with The Nasty Boys, 
Harlem Heat, The Blue Bloods, 
and Marcus Alexander Bagwell 
& Scotty Riggs at different cor- 
ners of the federation ring ... 
Survival of the fittest could be the 
rule ... The Nasty Boys cause 
damage to nasal passages 
when they rub their armpits 
against opponents’ faces ... 
Nobody ever said these were 
the kind of guys you wanted to 
invite to your wedding. 





iamond" ^ Dallas 
“р has ће wo- 

men, the attitude, 
and—ets be honest now—the 
ability ... The only thing he does- 
n't have are the breaks from the 
WCW matchmakers ... Might 
be the only man in the world 
who could lose a woman to 
Dave Sullivan ... And we're talk- 
ing about a beautiful, healihy 
woman ... Has been both man- 
ager and wresiler during his 


| HEIGHT: 65" 
WEIGHT: 260 | 
-PWICENTERFOLD: NONE . 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 111. | | 
| 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 270 0 
| 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED |. 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED - 
1991 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED . 




















multifaceted career ... Favorite finisher is a "diamond cutter" DDT, which is a pretty good move .... What's 
with the obsession with ће word "diamond" anyway ... 15 just as good at orm-wrestling as he is at reg- 





ular wrestling, especially when Max 
Muscle is around to provide him 
with leverage ... leverage is 
extremely important іп arm-wres- 
fling, you know ... Unfortunately for 
Page, there's no such thing as the 
WCW World arm-wrestling cham- 
pionship, so he should keep on 
brushing up on the mat skills ... 
Especially if he’s gonna battle 
Johnny В. Badd ... Is hard to imag- 
ine him making any kind of a run at 
the WCW's top dogs ... WCW 
World champion Dallas Page? No, 
probably not ... Scored a shocker 
when he defeated The Renegade for 
the WCW TV tille ... Then again, 
examine the facts: Renegade has no 
clue about how to throw even a basic 
dropkick, and Max Muscle was hold- 
ing Renegade's leg during ће pin ... 
The best thing Page has going for 
him is confidence and a total lack of 
fear ... Page goes into the ring think- 
ing there's no way he's going to lose 
... He might be the only person in the 
building who thinks that way, but that 
kind of attitude can't hurt ... And, in 
the year to come, it could net him the 









of the most spectacular 
aerial artists in the sport 
... Used to play football for the 


HA z Brian Pillman is one 


Cincinnati Bengals; they could 


probably still use him ... Former 
co-holder of the WCW World tag 
team title with Steve Austin ... Team 
suffered from some infighting ... 
an all-time duo; instead, they're 
remembered more for potential 








chosen the fastest route to rebuilding his stalled career: He attacked Ric Flair at Fall Brawl '95, kneeing 
him dli idl alie haad: Thet Mel to doy for Aj Andarsan), A few weeks later at WCW 





Monday Nitro, Pillman interfered 
in the Flair-Anderson cage match 
... Of course, as we've since 
learned, it was all an elaborate 
audition for Pillman to become a 
Horseman ... See our profile on 
Am Anderson for further refer- 
ence ... Although Pillman per- 
forms best with a quick teammate 


who can work with him on com- 


ler ... Pillman's one of those guys 
who never makes any career 
progress, because he seems Ю 


(Then again, anyone else 
remember The Yellow Dog?) ... 
Another problem is his attitude. 
We're not sure Pillman's cut out 
to be a rulebreaker. He's too 
handsome and soft-spoken. 
When he gets mad, we just want 
to laugh ... Then again, if one 
aerial maneuver is worth a thou- 
sand scowls ... Killer instinct on 
interviews is one thing; killer 
instinct in the ring is something 
else, again, and Pillman has it— 
in 
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PUBLIC ENEMY 


| HEIGHT: ROCCO ROCK—62'; JOHNNY GRUNGE—63° 
WEIGHT: ROCCO ROCK—251; JOHNNY GRUNGE—263 
YEARS PRO: ROCCO ROCK—18; JOHNNY GRUNGE—9 


1995 PWI 500 RANKING: ROCCO ROCK—90; JOHNNY GRUNGE—94 . 
| 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: ROCCO ROCK—207; JOHNNY GRUNGE—209 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: ROCCO ROCK—UNRANKED; 
JOHNNY GRUNGE—UNRANKED | 
| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: ROCCO ROCK—285; JOHNNY GRUNGE—UNRANKED 
: 1991 Pwi 500 RANKING: ROCCO ROCK—206; JOHNNY GRUNGE—UNRANKED 


will continue to be among the most exciting and brutally violent tag teams in the world ... Foreign 
objects abound in their matches, with i ironing boards, frying pains, cheese graters, water coolers, and 
tables all finding their way into the mix ... Throw in a few miraila mops, a miracle defroster, and a bon: 
boo steamer or two, and ECW shows could become infomercials ... Have wrestled fogether for roughly 
three years ... Are former ECW tag team champions ... 
several high-risk maneuvers in their repertoires ... Grunge enjoys performing moonsaults onto 


ЕЕ not either dead or bleeding to death by the time this appears, Rocco Rock and Johnny Grunge 


tables ... Although Rock and Grunge have been successful so far, continued success will mean getting 2) 
away from their long-running | 


feud with The Gangstas and 
erations ... 


we have the feeling they can suc- 


done ... Perhaps Public Enemy 
can move to WCW ... 
а Nastys-PE series! ... Would be 
a perfect bout for WCW Un- 
censored ... If WCW Uncen- 
sored, wasn't really censored, 


see that PPV concept die, either 

Were voted the team most 
likely to crack their heads open 
on a refrigerator door ... Report- 
edly being wooed by both 
WCW and the WWF ... Lost a 
title match against WWF World 
tag champs, The Smokin’ 
Gunns, at Survivor Series in a 
match not televised. 








Although mostly a brawling team, both have | 


moving on Ю other teams or fed- | 
Public Enemy is the ` 
perfect ECW-type tag team, but { 


ceed at a higher level ... Look | 
how well The Nasty Boys have | 


Imagine @ 


that is ... No, we're not sorry to ` 
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RAZOR RAMON 


Гус Guy” Razor Ramon 
walks around with a 
toothpick hanging out of 

his mouth and actually manages to 

find women who like that sort of 
thing ... Coming off a brief feud 
with his friend The Kid ... Feuding 
with Kid is no way fo send a career 
into orbit ... Is currently in his fourth 
reign as WWF Intercontinental 
champion ... Got his start in the 

AWA as Scott Hall ... Changed his 

moniker to The Diamond Studd 


WEIGHT: 290 - 
“YEARS PRO: 11: 


when he signed with the WCW, and then Razor Ramon when he jumped to the WWF ... 
that a man named Razor never comes to the ring dean-shaven? ... 





| HEIGHT: f 





| PWI CENTERFOLD: | JAN UARY 1995 um 
| 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 9 I 
` 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 7 

| 1993 PWI SOO RANKING: 87 | 

| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 53. _ 

[ H91 PWI TOO RANKING 76: + 





Isn't it strange 


Gained a killer instinct he never had 


before, but kept falling short of 
winning major titles ... Won the 
ЕС belt in 1993 when Shawn 
Michaels was stripped of the title 
and later defeated Michaels in 
the best match of his life, a lad- 
der match at WrestleMania X ... 
Lost the belt to Diesel and got it 
back again at SummerSlam "94 
... Lost to Michaels in another 
classic ladder match at Sum- 
merSlam '95 ... A ladder pro- 
vides the perfect symbolism for 
Ramon's career: It keeps going 
up and down ... His goal of 
winning the WWF World title 
seems unrealistic right now 

Then again, any idea of a self 
proclaimed “Bad Guy” being a 
good guy seemed unrealistic, 
too ... Isn't the trusting sort ... 
Favorite move is the “Razor's 
edge” power bomb ... Great 
move, but it wouldn't be a bad 
idea for him to learn a few more 
... Perhaps the smartest thing 
Ramon does is not wrestle with 
the toothpick in his mouth. 
Ouch! ... Stil has plenty of 
career potential ... There's that 
"P" word again! 
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ord Steven Regal is a native of 
Blackpool, England ... Two 
fime former WCW TV champi- 
on traces his heritage back to 
British royalty ... Considering all 
the scandals that have plagued 
England’s Royal Family of late, is 


abu is one ofthe craziest, mot EGAT: | 


ХӘ, rodeo wre DEN ee 

absolutely fearless ... Intentionally | YEARS PRO: 1 | T M 
dives and runs into wooden fables | PWI CENTERFOLD: AP RIL 199% OU E 
and metal baie . Is The Sheiks | 4995 ру/І 500 RANKING: 5 0 

protege ... That explains pleny .. | 4994 PWI 500 RANKING: 12. 





| HEIGHT: 64" _ 
| WEIGHT: 247 
YEARS PRO: 10 

PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE 
| 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 36. 
| 1994 "y 














that something to be proud of? ... : 500 RANKING: 18 loined сх with Taz fo win the 

Actually bores hoi ы ord | ЖИ PWI 500 RANKING: 71 ECW tag file in March 1995 by | 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 56 

blood running through his veins, | 199; E NRA smashing both of the members of | 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 79 | ng 
and once produced a strange ge- Public Enemy through a table ... 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 389 | 


nealogical chart to prove it ... 
Nobody was buying his line ... 


Same chart probably has Bobby Eaton on it . 





. Would be better off if he just shut up and wrestled .. 


One of the finest scientific wrestlers in the world, and if you don’t believe it, he'll ғу ю convince you =.. 





Career took a tum for the worst 
at Fall Brawl '94 when he lost 
the TV tile to Johnny В. Badd ... 
According to our sources in 
England, several pubs in 
Blackpool immediately removed 
autographed para of Regal 
from their walls ... Once battled 


нарча WOW in B | 


fever-pitched battle of Britain ... 
Has found his best stride since 
he began teaming with Earl 
Robert Eaton ... Team is known 
as The Blue Bloods ... Looks to 
us like The Blue Bloods will even- 
tually win the WCW World tag 
team title and dominate the fed- 


eration for some time ... ls a | 


matter of common sense: The 


lop teams in the federation are | 


brawlers; only a scientific team 


can neutralize them ... Regal's | 
science and Eaton's ability and | 


experience make a very formi- 


dable combination ... The key to : 
The Blue Bloods is not getting too $ 


impatient ... That's unlikely to 


happen, considering that Regal ' 


was the man patient enough to 


trace his family history back | 


nearly 1,000 years ... Sort of. 








That tabled all conversation as fo 
which was the better team ... Б 


adored їп Japan, where he once held the IWGP j junior heavyweight 
Martial Arts ... Said one Japanese writer: “He is the greatest thing sin 





fille and was a top draw for Frontier 
ce tempura” ... Only not quile as 


greasy ... Was offered lucrative 
contracts by several top federa- 
tions while with ECW ... So far, 
WCW commentator Steve Mc- 
Michael has been unable to come 
up with the words to describe any 
of Sabu's moves ... (Or, frankly, 
both of Hulk Hogan's moves) .. 
Although many of Sabu's orginal 
fans are screaming that he “sold 
out” by signing with WCW, we 
think they doth protest too much 
Sabu realizes he has to take 
advantage of every opportunity 
while he is still in one piece ... 
Sabu's best U.S. challenge is in 
WCW, where Sabu can test him- 
self against the best wrestlers in 
the world ... There is no doubt he 


belongs among them ... But is he 
patient enough to play politics for 
file shots? ... Probably not . 
Has wrestied with both a cracked 
tailbone and cracked vertebrae 

His moves are spectacular, 
and many of them have no 
counter ... He's fearless and pos- 
sesses a raging killer instinct . 
Many wrestlers have been 
described as unique but Sabu 
truly is one of a kind. 
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RANDY $AVAGE 


n November 26, the 
“Macho Man” became 
only the fourth man fo win 





| HEIGHT: 62” 









| WEIGHT: 237 - 
world tiles in WWF and NWA/WCW | YEARS PRO: 2 
... The 60-man batle royal victory | PWI CENTERFOLD: NOVEMBER 1994 
мезі witout controversy, hough, | 1995 PWI SOO RANKING 8 | 
ad uris SavageHogon feud | 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: م‎ F 
... But Hogan's not the only veteran | 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 28 - 






1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 2. 
a 9 PWI 500 RANKING: A aem 


on Savage's championship mind 
feuded with Ric Flair 


аі although nobody brought up 
the subject, Savage clearly hadn't 









forgotten Flair's advances toward Elizabeth in the WWF several years ago ... We have to wonder, 
though: Why did Savage fail to immediately avenge the attack on his father, Angelo Poffo, by Ric Flair | 


and Am Anderson? ... He also 
he could very well get his head 
handed to him in a feud with Lex 
Luger ... It seems as if Savage is 


fime figuring out what he was say- 
ing then, foo ... Needs to release 
pent-up tension 
swings are a regular feature of 
The Weather Channel ... So are 
his changes from fan favorite to 


Think ifs the nitrates in the Slim 
Jims? ... Anybody who trusts 
Savage is just plain stupid ... And 


been paying attention ... When 
Savage decides to hang up the 


there's a nice spot for him in the 
WCW broadcast booth, to Eric 
Bischoffs right and to the far right 
of Bobby Heenan ... 
would shut out Steve McMichael 
‚.. Awwwww, shucks! ... NOTI ... 


impaired, of course. 












needs to be careful: As champion, | 


saying ће same things in his inter- | 
views now that he said 10 years | 
ago ... Problem is, we had a hard | 


... Savage's mood | 
rulebreaker and back again ... H 
anyone who expects him to be 
simply a transient champion hasn't 


tights eventually, we think that | 


Gee, that | 


Closed-captioned for ће Savage- | 
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2 COLD SCORPIO 


mer WCW World tag team 
champion in 1993 with Marcus 
holds ECW tag belts with The 
Sandman ... Feuding with Tommy 
Dreamer and the other ECW fan 
.. Fine aerial wrestler is offen 
grounded because he takes too 
many chances ... Hates Paul E. Dan- 
gerously ... Then again, doesn’t 
cerybodyt ... Expert at дора, 
dropkicks, power bombs, and suplex- 
es ... One of the most spectacular and entertaining wrestlers on the independent circuit, ре wok fea 
no trouble geting by ез а mid-level wrealer in WCW or ће WWF, and could easily contend for the 
Intercontinental and U.S. singles 
tiles ... Since arriving in ECW, 
Scorpio has competed in some of 
the most dangerous free-for-all 
matches ever ... Watched with 
envy as Dean Май, Eddy 
Guerrero, Sabu, Jushin Liger, and 
Chris Benoit signed with WCW 
this past summer ... Nearly broke 
Taz’ neck .. . Often relies оп help 
from Bill Alfonso, whose pockets 
are always wide open for dona- 

tions ... Very successful and popu- 
lar in Japan, which is where he's 
most suited to wrestle ... Rumor is 
that he has spumed offers from 
major federations and is waiting 
for the right fime to make his move 
... The coming year could be the 
right fime ... Scorpio has become 
a target in ECW ... If he stays 
around too long, Taz will try to 
break his neck, too ... Even worse, 
Dangerously might talk him into 
buying one of those penny cell 
phone packages ... Attention, 
Scorpio: Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell and Scotty Riggs are the 
number-one contenders to the 
WCW World tag team title. Please 
report to the WCW immediately! 








| HEIGHT: 511" 

WEIGHT: 222 

| YEARS PRO: 10 — 

| PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE 
(M95 PWI 500 RANK 


E 1992 PWI Mec MN UN LN KEI 
| 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 
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DAN SEVERN 











utstanding all-around wres- а а | | ad is whining, complaining, | „ E 

Wer is a eig Ultimate | HEIGHT: 62 à Tee А oud т > ‘HEIGHT: :5 8 

Fighting Champion ... WEIGHT: 265 ins Lg | alize how lucky he is . WEIGHT: 226 POUNDS doy 
Takes pride in being his own man YEARS PRO:S 1 | to look at Tammy Fytch every 2, YEARS PRO: 10 | 23 
and never selling out to һе major PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE ... Started his wrestling career in PWI CENTERFOLD: DECEMBER 1995 | 
federations ... Could be ining his | 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 35 1986 аз а 14уевгой . Sop | 1995 PWI5SOORANKING:42 = 
career by puing ко тистеп | 1994 PWI SOO RANKING: 332 counting on your fingers ols, hat | 4994 PWI 500 RANKING: 45: 
Еа ое Балет UR ond 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 389 time WWA (very) light heavyweight - 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 83 
wrestling ... Has won nearly 40 1992 PWI БОО RANKING: UNRANKED champion under Jim Cornette іп | 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 422 
amateur wrestling titles ... He's the 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED 1992 ... Also shared the ECW tag 1991 PWI 5 J0 RANKING: 403 
only one that’s counting ... Is ће belts with Johnny Hot Body .. ш 
NWA heavyweight champion ... Never saw a mirror they didn't like 
You'd never know it ... Rarely defends the belt ... Then again, the NWA rarely holds cards ... Critics ‚ In SMW, feuded with Tim Horner, who nicknamed him “Crybaby” ... A term of endearment it was- 
charge him with facing low-caliber competition ... Says it isn't true ... Recent opponents include Jerry n't ... Traded ће U.S. junior heavyweight tile with Bobby Blaze ... Threw Blaze and ће belt in a river 


Seinfeld, Kato Kaelin, and a after winning it the second time 
handicap match victory over T ... Should have joined him for a 
Beavis and Butthead ... Calls swim ... Met Tammy Fytch ... 
UFC “the ultimate competition” Liked what he saw ... Fytch was 
... Claims to be content with ће being stripped by Kimberly 
NWA title ... Thats like Greg when Candido tossed her a 
Maddux saying he liked it better blanket ... Started teaming with 
in Triple-A ... Severn is dedicat- Brian Lee ... Exchanged the 


ed to his profession and takes SMW tag belts with The Rock ‘n’ 
pride in his success, both froma | Roll Express, who definitely 
personal and professional wouldn't have thrown Tammy a 
standpoint ... No wrestler in blanket ... Verbally abused 
recent memory has been such a childhood buddy Boo 


... Won the vacant NWA title 
by beating Tracey Smothers in a 
tournament final on November 
19, 1994 ... Lost it to Dan Sev- 
ет about three months later .. 
Fytch got a job in WWF and 
dragged Candido in behind her 
... Goes under the nicknames 
Skip (thats Chris) and Sunny 
(that's Tammy) ... Insults fat peo- 
ple and other societal outcasts 

... Might think twice if Yokozuna 
or Mabel are ће fat people .. 
Big year ahead ... Probably ... 
We're not betting on him, but if 
worse comes to worst, he'll 
always be a winner if he can 
hold on to Tammy. 


fine spokesman for the sport ... 
The problem here is wasted tal- 

. Severn appears to be 
another one of those great sci- 
entific wrestlers who simply 
doesn’t know what to do with it 
... Не like a great poet who 
spends his days hanging out in 
coffee houses, never actually 
doing any writing ... Won UFC 
V with a final-round victory over 
Dave Beneteau ... Says he’s ex- 
hausted for weeks after every 
UFC ... Is at an age (37) where 
he has to make a commitment to 
wrestling soon if he is ever to 
achieve superstardom ... If he 
does, he can. 








DAVEY BOY SMITH) [TRACEY SMOTHERS 


really lnew any- WEIGHT: 245 POUNDS tling Шаба ERA X | | WEIGHT: ау; 
thing about him until the mid- YEARS. PRO: 148 sidered Smoky Mountain's finest all- | YEARS PRO: 44 4% 
1980s, when he and Dynamite Kid | PWI CENTERFOLD: JULY 4993. around wrestler ... Now what? ... | PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE | 
formed a sensational lag team, The 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 39 He's one of those guys who has no | 4995 PWI 500 RANKING: 26 
brish Buldogs -- Ше cl geot | 4994 Рул 500 RANKING: 184 | PWI 500 RANKING: 
things, the team had to come to an 


| use for anything north of the | 4994 ру 500 RANKING: 38. - 
ШШ ой бом; Bop. luci bes PWI 500 RANKING: 15 4 Carolina border and never met a Sos Rp alc алқ арау 
embarked оп a singles career ... |. ; "WI 500 RANKING: 30 


Yankee he really liked ... Was ће | 1993 PWI SOO RANKING: 32. 
Won the Intercontinental title from 








perfect man to feud with “Dirty | 1992 PWI 5OO RANKING: 144 | 
Bret Hart at SummerSlam ‘92, indi- 


cating fo us that with the proper 


career decisions, Davey Boy could be world title material .. 





ds a ۷ 150 20 "meom 


. Although a great tag team wrestler, he insists 


on doing things on his own ... Like when he risked his life and challenged then-WCW World champion 





Big Van Vader ... Davey Boy 
was going fo be а big man 
and save the federation from 
Vader ... Although he slightly 
delused Vader, he didn't put 
him away ... Now that һе% 
back in the WWF, Davey Boy 
still can't decide whether to 
wrestle singles or tag team ... 
The partnership with Lex Luger 
looked promising, until Jim 
Cornette got Davey Boy's 
attention ... Now that Luger's 
gone to WCW (thanks, in 
part, to Cornette), Davey Boy 
is concentrating almost entirely 
on singles ... But to us, the 
idea of Davey Boy being a 
rulebreaker is a little like Prince 
Charles trying to be a bad boy 
.. Perhaps Davey ge. taking 
юо much advice from Bob 
Backlund, who also tumed 
bad when the going got tough 
... Figures to take a few runs at 
the WWF World е ... 
English sports have been on a 
slide for the past, say, five or 
500 years ... Soccer? Poof 
Cricket? Poof Tennis? Poof .. 
Davey Boy? We need proof! 





White Boy" Tony Anthony when | 1991 PWI SOO RANKING: 88 | 


Anthony tumed Yankee, because 
nobody was angrier about it than 


Smothers ... Just to prove that he could let bygones be bygones, Smothers was teaming with Anthony 
when SMW folded ... Anthony and Smothers went by the name The Thugs ... Also teamed with Terry 





Gordy ... Has trouble deciding 
whether he's a fan favorite or a 
rulebreaker ... Maybe he just 
doesn’t care ... Has one of those 
names that makes you imagine a 
man with long, curly, -bleached 
blond hair ... Held just about 
every SMW title: TV, tag team, 
and heavyweight ... Is willing to 
ply his trade in Japan, but has lit- 
ile interest in testing himself na- 
tionally ... Basically, Smothers 
wrestling in SMW was very much 
like а kid growing up in a small 
town and just knowing he's going 
to work in the local factory or the 
donut shop down the street ... We 
always felt Smothers wasn't going 
anywhere, even if the donut shop 
expanded ... But now that there is 
no donut shop, he'll have to hit the 
road ... Smothers is truly in the 
prime of his career, and it's time 
for him to make a big move now 

. Smothers is violent and has a 
short temper, but he needs to mix 
that with more of a killer instinct 
and a little more drive ... A suc- 
cessful mix can mean a big career 
breakout ... Listening, Shawn 
Michaels? And Sting? 








sidered one of the best tag 
teams in ће world now ... One 
of the best of all-time ... After a 
long semi-hiatus in Japan, both 
returned to action in 
America in ECW ... That's good 
for ECW fans, but how about the 
rest of the United States? ... Look 
at the tag team rankings ond see 
names such as The Smokin’ 





STEINERS 





Gunns, Eli & Jacob Blu, The Pit Bulls, and Mawo Crimson & Jimmy Deo .... That must make ће Steiners sick 


.. Rick is known as the "Dogfaced Gremlin” .. 





‚ Don’t take it literally ... Scott is the originator of the 


"Fronkensisiner". . Bears no 
raserüblcinos to Fronda 22 
eid tag team champs in 
. About the only team 

that өсі һе best of them was 
& Steve Williams 

... Almost doublehandedly 
responsible for the huge growth 
in sales of University of Mi- 
chigon sportswear over the past 
five years ... Entrance music 


nge 

their year. Either the Steiners re- 
turn to WCW or the WWF, or 
tions still remain concerning 
Scot's physical fimess ... Un- 
leashing Frankensteiners and 
suplexes the way he does ag- 
ainst 250-pound opponents 
each night will bring up those 
questions ... Between Rick and 
Scott, just about every major tag 
feam move is accounted for. 
They are multifaceted wrestiers 
who brilliantly combine science 
with brawling ... Unfortunately, 
they've spent foo much time 
combining wrestling with sitting 
around the last few years. 





7 
r 


À 





2 Profiling Wrestling's Top Stars 65 





early a decade ago, Sting 
Rand The Ultimate Warrior 
trained for their debuts 
and wrestled briefly together asa 
юс. ‚ So, who would've | 
that by 1996, the Warrior would 
be on the fringe of the sport while 
Sting would be recognized as one 
of the greatest wrestlers in the 
world ... Two-time former WCW 
World champion had the guts to 
take on Big Van Vader, and actu- 
ally beat him for the belt two years 


| HEIGHT: ex 
j YEARS PRO: d ~ 
-PWI CENT ERFOLD: MAY 1995 
` 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 8 

| 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 8 


1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 4 


1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 1 





1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 5 


ago ... Wrestled WCW World champion Hulk Hogan on WCW Monday Nitro ... Was it a one-shot 
wish come true, or was Sting testing the waters for a full-scale feud? ... Memo to Sting: Agassi vs. 





Sampras, Bengals (David Shula) 
vs. Dolphins (Don Shula), etc 
Lost the U.S. title in November to 
Kensuke Sasaki ... One of the 
most outgoing and popular 
wrestlers in the world ... Children 
love him ... Spends far too much 
time looking out for everybody 
but himself ... Is a prime candi- 
date to get stabbed in the back 
... Made another mistake by get- 
ting in the middle of the Lex 
Luger-Randy Savage disagree- 
ment ... Says he lost track of his 
career path for a while ... Follow 
the yellow brick road, "Stinger" 
... Could go down in history as 
one of the greatest ever ... Needs 
to get back on the championship 
path ... And we don’t mean U.S. 
championship Title issues 
aside: If Sting can beat Hogan— 
cleanly and dearly—his place іп 
history would be assured ... Trust 
us, Sting could beat Hogan, but 
he’s hesitant to risk his popularity 
and reputation ... Or is he? .., 
He's talented, he's popular, he's 
charismatic—but is he compla- 
cent? ... Only Sting himself 
knows the answer to that one. 
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| alive American makes us 

question whether Thanks- 

giving is really a holiday we 
want to celebrate ... кез our 
enjoyment of cowboys and Indians 
movies ... Turned down a starring 
role in F-Troop, The Movie ... Sold 
out to Ted DiBiase at SummerSlam 
'94 ... So far, there has been no 
confirmation to Ihe rumor that the 
price was $24 ... Basically has for- 
saken his heritage for money ... 
Was very popular as a fan favorite; 


TATANKA | 





сеа = 
(wiem 250 1. 
HMEANSPRO:8 о аи 
PWI CENTERFOLD: MAY 1994 | 


| 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 40 | 


1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 185 






1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 41 


1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 61 - 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 93 | 


ed trust for heri nd respect for yourself ... Best moves are the tomahawk chop and Samoan 
USE ‚җен PB cant vag ci for fellow Native American Chief Jay Strongbow ... In the old 





days, Tatanka would have 


speaks with forked tongue ... 
Left off of the In Your House Ill 


for Tatanka's future ... If he 


ration ... Three straight pay- 
per-view snubs can be death 


tion whether Tatanka has the 


Intercontinental champion, 


heres no doubting that he 


There has never been a Native 


will be the first. 












been scalped for his actions | 
... These days, he does ће _ 
bidding for white man who | 


card on September 24, 1995 И 
... That does not bode well 


has the chance, Totanka | 
should ask DiBiase, “What | 
have you done for me late- | 
уг" ... Chances of making а | 
big move in 1996 depend оп - 
him leaving DiBiase's Corpo- - 


for a career ... Wrestling with | 
Sid Vicious in an ill-advised 2 
lag team ... They should call 4 
themselves Тһе Going М№о- 
wheres ... Even if you ques- | 


skill to be a World ог 


oughta be a contender ... | 


American world champion, | 
and it doesn't look like Tatonka | 
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is one of the most fearsome 

wrestlers of all-time ... Un- 
doubtedly the most unusual, as 
here's considerable dispute over 
whether he's actually alive .. . If not, 
that would eliminate him from con- 
sideration as one of the best living 
wrestlers ... Seemingly draws 
much of his power from the urn 
protected by manager Paul Bearer 
.. Notunlike Linus and his blanket, 
actually ... Much to Undertaker's 


Е: WWF World champion 





WEIGHT: 328 
| 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 14 


| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 21 





HEIGHT: 69” 





YEARS PRO: 7 
PWI CENTERFOLD: JUNE 1995 






1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 23 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 46 










1991 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED 





misfortune and dismay, Bearer hasn't done a great job protecting the um, and Undertaker has gone 
rough some tough times ... When the ит around, Undertaker is unbeatable ... Has dominated his 





feud with Kama and seems 
ready іо move оп to better 
things ... Problem is, every time 
Undertaker hits hard times, he 
disappears for a few months ... 
Tombstone piledriver is a thun- 
derous and dangerous weapon 
that he uses in almost every 
match ... Okay, we'll say it Its а 
killer move ... Sorry about that .... 
Absolutely despises Ted DiBiase, 
so much so that he has allowed 
him to become an unhealthy 
distraction ... Ever since DiBiase 
introduced an impostor Under- 
taker two years ago, Undertaker 
has been consumed by the pas- 
sion for revenge ... What the 
wants is the ultimate battle of the 
big men between Undertaker 
and Diesel ... Having once beat 
en Hulk Hogan for the WWF fitle, 
there's no doubt Undertaker has 
what it takes to be on top again 
... (Can you really believe that 
this guy is a former WWF World 
heavyweight champion? Yeah, 
sounds odd to us, tool) ... 
Problem is, he’s more concerned 
with death after life. 
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| HEIGHT: 65° 
| WEIGHT: 450 
YEARS PRO: 10 "m 
| PWI CENTERFOLD: AUGUST 1995 

1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 7 | 


World champion has fallen 
out of the picture alter getting 
humbled by Hulk Hogan on several 
occasions ... Things were looking 


dismal from the start last January, 


T* three-time former WCW 


when Hogan arose from Vades | 4994 PWI SOO RANKING: 4 
ed Eb d depen 4993 PWI 500 RANKING: 2 
E robe 6'5" 450-pound mon- | 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 15 
"er with a killer instinct the size ofthe | 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 33 
Rocky Mountains ... Speaking of the | 


Rockies, Vader is from Denver, 


` The fact is, even though Vader can't beat Hogan, he doesn't lose to anyone else ... Okay, 
maybe Ric Flair ... Forget the Paul Orndorff 


: cident... twas a ке... Тһе only thing Vader 
ал cares about is the WCW World 
file ... Regrets having failed to 
send Ric Flair into retirement ... 
The bottom line on Vader is that 
he’s wrestled both Hogan and 
Flair, the top two wrestlers of the 
past two decades, and lost to 
both of Бар E 1 кезе | 

ht, Vader's not as 
КЕЙ сз ve ought... түс 
to Cactus Jack, Sting, and Ron 
Simmons, all of whom suffered 
serious injuries at the hands of 
Vader ... 15 so intent on winning 
a world title that it's only а mot- 
ter of time until he returns to the 
Top 10 and makes a major run 
‚.. Anybody who gels in Vader's 
way is asking for trouble ... His 
power bomb is a crippling wea- 


from 













зж = 


The best bet for Vader is а move 


match for Vader. 


| 
| 





| ю the rescue of the "Bad 


] 
| 


' 


И 
| 
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SAVIO VEGA 


azor Ramon's buddy 





came 














at In Your House І, sav- WEIGHT: 250 | 
ing him from ап attack by Jeff | YEARS PRO:10 
Jarrett and The Roadie... Atthe || PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE | 


fime, it looked like Vega would be 
Ramon sidekick, but he has 
gone on to be much more ... 
Reached the finals of the King of 
the Ring tournament, where he 
suffered a tough loss to Mabel ... 
Formerly known as TNT .. 
Wrestled extensively in Puerto 
Rico ... One could say his career imploded until he came to the WWF, where it has exploded ... The bad 


| 1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 63 | (0 
| 1994 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 

1993 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED | 
| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 320 | 
| 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 256 


пем is that he was absent from two of three pay-per-views ... The other bad news is that his opponent at 


In Your House Ill was Waylon 
Mercy ... The WWF isn’t match- 
ing him against top-quality 
opponents |... Dazzles oppo- 
nents with an array of karate 
kicks and other martial arts 
moves ... The big question Vega 
must answer is whether or not he 
was a one-shot wonder who 
caught a lot of wrestlers by sur- 
prise, but doesn't have enough 
to beat them on the second go- 
round. Kind of like a pitcher who 
breezes through the order the 
first time, then gets rocked the 
second time ... Vega's relation- 
ship with Ramon won't get him 
much further, especially now that 
it looks like Ramon is going the 
rulebreaker route ... Needs 
something to push him up and 
over һе top ... Мо, we don't 
know what that might be, either 
... King of the Ring remains a 
respectable goal for Vega, but not 
the World or ЕС titles ... Should 
start looking for the right tag team 
pariner immediately ... Is Vega 
the next Pedro Morales or anoth- 
er Manuel Soto? ... We'll know 
the answer by SummerSlam '96. 
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Де are not going to sit 
here and bore you with 
e usual garbage 


about how Sid Vicious, formerly 
known as Sid Justice, has not done 
the most with his talents ... Maybe 
it is our fault for thinking every man 
who is built like Hulk Hogan will 
succeed like Hulk Hogan ... Known 
as Psycho Sid because he looks like 
he's crazy and has a really bad 
temper ... Just ask Am Anderson 
... Or maybe he's psycho because 





HEIGHT: 6'8” 


WEIGHT: 318 


| YEARS PRO: 9 

| PWI CENTERFOLD: FEBRUARY 1994 
|1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 34 | 

1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 143 

1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 25 

| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED 

| 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 16 








SID VICIOUS 


















every time he seems to be on the verge of superstardom, he simply disappears from the sport ... 
Feuded with Diesel after Diesel saved Shawn Michaels from an attack by Vicious one day after 





WrestleMania ХІ ... Michaels 
had told Vicious fo take a day off 
... Vicious, not knowing the 
value of personal days, took 
exception ... Made the right 
choice and feuded with Diesel, 
the World champion, rather than 
Michaels ... It was one of the few 
good moves of his career, 
although it didn't get him very far 
... Couldn't unseat Diesel and 
once again failed to win the 
World title ... Also failed to win 
ihe WCW World title ... Held the 
USWA title in 1994-95, thanks 
to outside interference ... Has 
trouble with wrestlers he cannot 
physically intimidate 

Possesses a devastating power 
bomb that, if ever applied at just 
the right moment, will make peo- 


ple stop calling him an under- | 


achiever ... Vicious needs to stay 
in the WWF and continue mak- 
ing runs at the World title ... He 
will always get his chances, whet- 
her they are earned or not ... 


Should take solace in the fact that |] 


many of the things that have been 


said about him were also said | 


about Diesel and Razor Ramon. 









ormerly known as Mike 

embed then Michael Wall 
Ш oireet, then Irwin Ё. fer... 
VK. is an obvious (апа MIN ref- 
erence fo Vincent К. McMahon ... 
Outstanding scientific wrestler dis- 
guised his skills by going around as 
ап IRS auditor who thinks every- 
body's trying to rip off the govern- 
ment ... Now he disguises his skills 
by going around as a Wall Street 


ое... Must have a thing for sus- 


benders ... To the best of our know- 





an 2, has never stepped foot in downtown Ma 
lems have slowed Wall Street and lessened his eps 


| HEIGHT:637 
WEIGHT: 248 | 
| YEARS РКО: 14 | ui nee 
 PWICENTERFOLD: NONE . . 
1995 PWI 500 RANKING:88 
| 1994 PWI SOO RANKING: 26  — 
| 1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 52. 

| 1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 54 
| 1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 39. 
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У.К. WALL STREET 
















. This is his second visit to WOW Back prob- 
effectiveness on combination maneuvers ... While career 


was believed fo be in jeopardy at 
ty point, lighter WCW sched- 
ule seems to have helped a great 
deal ... Doesn't figure to make a 
major mark in crowded WCW 
... Never won a WWF sing 

ьал СМО 


won't suffer from  DiBiase's 
absence in WCW ... This might 
be а good time for Wall Street to 
forget about the financial gim- 
micks and go back to what he 
does best: wrestle ... He's a for- 
mer amateur standout at Syra- 
cuse University who obviously 
was afraid of being too boring to 
WE k successful ... In WCW, 
Nall Street сап get with 
simply wrestling. i ae 
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HEIGHT: 63 
WEIGHT: 222 

YEARS PRO: 2 

PWI CENTERFOLD: NONE 

1995 PWI 500 RANKING: 54 

1994 PWI 500 RANKING: UN RANKED 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: UN RANKED 
1991 PWI 500 RANKING: UNRANKED 


11 as Wunderkind” 
arrived in WCW 


last year and is one 

of the top rookies in recent 
memory ... The native German 
is the son of 16-іте former 
CWA heavyweight champ 
Stephen Wright ... No, nof that 
deadpan comedian with the 
Brillo-pad haircut ... High-Aying 
competitor is absolutely reckless 
and doesn't think before he acts 
‚.. Enraged, amused, and enter- 

tained fans by dancing before and after his matches .. 

tine ... Unfortunately, it was passed on to Disco Inferno .. 














| 
| 
| 





Thankfully, he's given up the Dance Fever rov 
` Battled Ric Flair to the distance last spring .. 
Flair called Wright "a future 
superstar" ... Can get there, but 
needs to monitor his career care 
fully ... Has battled Sabu in a 
series of thrilling matches ... Was 
pinned by Sabu on WWF Mon- 
day Nitro, then was declared с 
DQ winner after Sabu dove onto 
Wright and drove him through с 
wooden press table ... Wright 
knows there’s no shame in losing 
to Sabu, but there’s also no 
chance of him achieving his 
dream of reaching the top of the 
sport if he can't beat Sabu ... 
Figures to become a much better 
wrestler when he learns to pick 
his spots ... Although Wright has 
proven that he's capable of going 
head to head with anyone, he 
hasn't shown an ability to defeat 
the top stars ... Needs to put on o 
few pounds ... Bratwurst and 
Becks Oktoberfest should do the 
trick ... The young Wright is 10 


WCW shuffle and might consider 
a move to an independent fede 


for another run in WCW. 








danger of getting lost in the 


ation, where he can win a majol 
title, hone his skills, and prepare 


| 
| 
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YOKOZUNA 


time former WWF World 
| heard ‘round the world when 
he accidentally sat on teammate 
Owen Hart ... exists on 
a diet of sushi and iceberg lettuce 

Right ... Chocolate sushi and 
creamed iceberg lettuce ... Re- 
отпеа to the WWF at Wres- 
fleMania ХІ and teamed with Owen 
Ногі to win ће World tag belts . 

Тһеууе since lost the fille ... Is from 
















HEIGHT: 64” 
WEIGHT: 568 
peas PRO: 12 
WI CENTERFOLD: МО 

1995 PWI 500 RAMKING: 23 
1994 PWI 500 RANKING: 11 
1993 PWI 500 RANKING: 5 
1992 PWI 500 RANKING: 110 
1991 PWI 500 RANKING: 148 











| can i " si 
execute a "banzai drop" simply by going to the refrigerator, grabbing a light snack, and then 
ping down in our кіндік.) 
chair to watch TV ... When 
Yokozuna does the same thing 
and there’s a human being be- 
neath him, it becomes о potent 
finishing maneuver ... Is scared to 
death of death; fared terribly in 
casket matches against Un- 
dertaker ... Jim Cometie and Mr. 
Fuji cruelly made him wrestle in 
these matches ... Should have 
told them, "You go wrestle casket” 
... Has been overlooked for title 
кА po though he' just as awe- 
as he was a ears 
arch-rival during the title years 
Needs to find somebody else to 
hate ... Like Diesel, Shawn Mi- 
e or Davey Boy Smith ... Is 
ving proof that you can't pin a 
house ... ls so big and bulky that's 
he's nearly impossible to knock off 
his feet ... But when it happens 
he's in trouble ... Current partner- 
ship with Owen Hart is a complete 
waste of time for Yokozuna ... The 
team’s postmatch meals are a sight 
lo be seen, if not eaten ... Would 
be smart to consider new 
management. 
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‘HOMETOWN - 












PRO DEBUT 





Wrestler Statistics 75 
BIRTHDATE 











$ TS "PP Ed Atlas 6% М 19% N/A 
т Tony Atlas 672 247 Roanoke, Virginia 1977 April 23 
` FOR 087001 ой, Texas Dec.1989 Dec. 18 
OWA : 1 ر‎ Т = Бае ш юш 
^l fi tistics—height, weight, hometown, mel Boba 697 283 Морт — ^ 1  $6pt.30,1960 Jan. 23, 1938 
On he poges Қа Бом, youll fnd seis order] tell GT MM Numen UI мын 
rion A. ari wlan This list does not purport to be 100 percent com Men vies ee id му) 
ca wres ! ers trien neg wrestler there's ever been, but it does strive to: Marcus Bagwell LN 0 270 Marietta, Georgia 001% Jan. 10, 1970 
pr а accurate with ће information it does present. Many sais. pin E т y m New York, New York — WH а 
and pro debuts have been double- and triple-checked through iis diga к йуз go € Portland; Oregon mI. 0.28 
Even so, errors may have crept into the list, and there is information that) ; ny s 4 200 Santa Monica, California July 1985 Sint He 
ences. УА “ded ыен в delermining the specific date of a pro debut, not ruiser Bedlam 5'10" 235 Newark, New Jersey 1984 N/A 
аи th and year). We invite anyone with additions and/or cor- | Salvatore Bellomo 5107 240 у, Italy 1977 June 18 
just the фр s veri Ur information to: PWI ALMANAC, Вох 1148, Ff. Reggie Bennett И. 170 Venice Beach, California N/A N/A 
jak K р 9034 We'll be more than happy to update our list for next | RN S .  3W 718 Edmonton, Alberta Jun. 1986 May 21, 1967 
ashington, FA 17054. | Ват Bam Bigelow 659 368 М. Laurel, New Jersey Aug. 23,1985 — Sept} — 
year's second edition. Black Bart 6'4" 261 Pompa, Texas 1980 Non 
T. = " Black Tiger 6 23 N/A 1984 N, 
NAME НТ. МТ. НОМЕТОМИЧ РЕО РЕВОТ Backy Buly 62 264 Dubuque, Іона 1983 а 1959 
i ' Minneapolis, Minnesota 1990 July 13 Tully Blanchard 510 235 San Antonio, Texas 1978 Jan. 22 
ities hf > рен (dire 1986 Od. 25, 1%5 % oa | P j 231 Charlotte, North Carolina N/A June 25 
911 67" 310 parts unknown ^ „жаШ С Blayze 44 e e" ішу - v 
sx og i " cet , California 19% МА |І т 64 20 NA 1988 N/A 
Johnny Ace 61" 2% Stratford, England ` June 1978 Feb. 10, 1955 Blue Panther 5'6" 190 N/A 1978 N/A 
саржа 510 215 Zacatecas, Mexico 1969 N/A Adam Bomb 5%; 292 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 1991 March 14 
ырғын 51" 225 NA 1992 N/A E ем 6 404 пан, Michigan 1979 May 9 
Gary Albright 6'4" 348 Billings, Montana 1988 N/A эй S11 250 Harlem, New York 1989 May 1, 1965 
da sw 5 NA 1988 ОКА Ludvig Borga 687 258 Helsinki, Finland 1989 Wmi ` 
Donn E. Allen х aaa наос кін Jan. 1982 Sept. 20, 1958 | Horace Boulder 6'2 240 Tampa, Florida Jon. 31,1990 МА 
s | ¢1" 70 Minneapolis, Minnesota | June 10,1988 МА 33] Scott Bowden N/A 75 Memphis, Tennessee N/A N/A 
s ттен Т 24 Gothemberg, Sweden 1991 Ай UN AEN 624 Waxahachie, Texas 1967 WA 
Se pie conis ee Nov. 1982 Jan. 26, 1960 Po Brom MA 305 вох, New York WA NA 
Мыш S'I 205 Calgary, Aber 190 VA Reiki | шшен Чү lug 13, 1949 
mene Oe ae ИЙРЕ ИП April 12 Big Bubba 66 300 Cobb County, Georgia N/A WA 
Tony Anthony т зр Georgia | "E 0d.3- Bunkhouse Buck 6:57 239  Bucksnort, Tennessee N/A Aug. 1 
aya s zr ^ 226 Marietta, Georgia OMNES June 15 King Kong Bundy 64 446 Atlantic City, New Jersey 1981 Nov. 7, 1957 
чә Armstrong 64 240 Marietta, Georgia 1992 My7 —~ Ші 6" 055 New Zealand 1965 Oct. 21 
Scott Беко EU 22 Marietta, Georgia 1983 May үе Сак hk ма 3 d New Zealand 7 МЫ” c c NE л 
тела) 571 14 Mita Georga ML к н s на _ 00 Лоо Consequences, NM. — June 24, 1983 June 5, 1965 | 
| NOTE: N/A = information not available 


NOTE: N/A = information not available 
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NAME HT. 
беп Сога 6^3" 
Negro Casas 57 
Masa hono 511 








Crush 6'6" 
Big Doddy (us WA 
Dan Davis 5'9" 
Mike Davis 5'11" 
Joel Deaton 65" 
— s 
Jimmy Deo 6 
Diesel 7 
Disco Inferno 6 
Doink The Clown 510 
Dean Douglas 6 
Tommy Dreamer 63 
Duke Droese 65 


Hacksaw Duggan 63 
Bobby Duncum Jr. — 67 


Bill Dundee 57 
Steven Dunn 510 
BGnek — 511" 
Jerry Estrada 510 
Chris Evans 6T 
Guido Falcone 64 
Tony fak 61" 
е, 67 
Manny Fernandez 6 


Reggie B. Fine N/A 
Frank Finnegan 65 


Ric Flair 6'1" 
Flaming Youth s 
Tatsumi Fujinami 61" 
Yoshiaki Fujiwara 6 


HOMETOWN 






Las Vegas, Nevada 
Brooklyn, New York 


Glens Falls, New York 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Melbourne, Australia 

Tompa, Florida — 
Huntsville, Alabama 
Mexico City, Mexico 
Mexico City, Mexico 

N/A 

Dallas, Texas 

Dallas, Texas 

San Francisco, California 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Delaware City, Delaware 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
NA | 


NOTE: N/A = information not available 


PRO DEBUT 


N/A 
N/A 





Sept. 1977 


197] 


Dec. 10, 1972 
1991. 
May 9, 1971 


Мок 1972 


Sept. 17, 1963 






BIRTHDATE | 


N/A 
N/A 


Aug, 20 
Jan. 14, 1954 
N/A 

Oct. 24 

N/A 

Aug. 14, 1958 
N/A 
Jan. 10, 1958 






A 
ез 
Ж 
1 
| 
4 
j 











NAME HT. WT. 
Bobby Fulton 517 220 
Dory Funk Jr. 6'2" 250 
Terry Funk 61" 29 
Doug Furnas 3" - 28 
Mike Furnas ҚА 243 
The Gambler N/A 225 
Jimmy Garvin 6 242 
Коппіе багуіп 67 231 
Jeff Gaylord 63" 280 
Robert Gibson УІ” 225 
Doug Gilbert 67 24] 
Henry Godwinn 66 2% 
Nick Golden N/A 238 
Goldust 65 254 
Giant Gonzales 77 435 
Jose Gonzales - 510° 27 
Ray Gonzales 6 230 
Terry Gordy 64" 289 


Gorgeous George Ill 6'1" 238 
Johnny Grunge 63 76 
Fuerza Guerrera 5'7" 175 


HOMETOWN 


Columbus, OH 
Amarillo, Texas 
Amarillo, Texas 
Commerce, Oklahoma 
Commerce, Oklahoma 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Montreal, Quebec 

St. Louis, Missouri 
Pensacola, Florida 
Lexington, Tennessee 
Biggers, Arkansas 
Dallas, Texas 

Austin, Texas 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 
parts unknown 

N/A 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Compton, California 
N/A 


Juventud Guerrera 5'5" 165 N/A 
jT — 2 Н Paso, Texas 
S£ 21 Los Angeles, California 
6 232 Mexico City, Mexico 
jV 5 Mexico City, Mexico 
65" 260 Austin, Texas 
6S 294 Ап, Texas —— 
УП" 231 Tokyo, Japan з 
54 195 Tokyo, Japan 
ST 205 Shimane, Japan 
66 325 Allentown, Pennsylvania 
- MÀ 1% Memphis, Teese 
33 .'2H Calgory, Alberta 
510 209 Calgary, Alberta 
5n 27 Calgary, Alberta 
$T 15 (арау Albert 
Shinya Hashimoto SH" 287 би, Japon | 
NOTE: N/A = information not available 


PRO DEBUT 





1979 

July 1963 
Dec. 9, 1965 
1986 

N/A 

N/A 

Nov. 1, 1975 
1965 


N/A 


Sept. 13, 1988 


1990 
N/A 


1976 

Jan. M, 1974 
1976 

May 30, 1986 
IE, 
Feb. 26, 1986 
Sept. 1, 1984 
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BIRTHDATE 


Oct. 4 

Feb. 19, 1941 
June 30, 1944 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Sept. 25, 1957 

March 30 

Oct. 15, 1958 

July 19, 1958 

N/A 

March 16 

N/A 

April 11, 1966 
Jan. 3] 

N/A 

N/A 

April 23, 196] 

N/A 


July 10 
N/A 
N/A 
Jan. 7 
NA 
Od. 1 
N/A 
Dec. 27 


— 
с July 9,1966 — 


N/A 
Aug. 31, 1947 
N/A 


NEL 9 
July 2,1959 0 


N/A 
N/A 
May 7, 1966 
N/A 
May 5, 1961 
July 3, 1965 
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BIRTHDATE 















BIRTHDATE | 
N/A 


Steve Keirn 6 235 
Kendo The Samurai — 6' 235 
Osamu Kido 51" 24 


PRO DEBUT 


N/A 
June 1983 
Sept. 23, 1992 


HOMETOWN 


Tampa, Florida 
Tokyo, Japan 
| ен Japan 


PRO DEBUT 
1973 
N/A 
May 8, 1969 
{M 


HOMETOWN 





Memphis, Tennessee 
Chicago, Illinois 
женуи, Texas 


David Haskins 
Hawk 
John Hawk — — 67 





‘Heavy Metal | 


Norio и 
Тһе Honky Tonk Man 





Sam Houston 


The Intruder 
Mel Sheik | 


qe Jarrett 
Jason 

Chris Jericho 
Ahmed Johnson 
S.D. Jones — 
Junkyard Dog - 
Kabuki 

Ката 

Kamala 
Kamala Il — 
Koji Kanemoto | 
Toshiaki Kawada 


NOTE: М/А 


5 T 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley 6'5" 
Dok Hendrix 


ғ 
61" 


re 


510 
57 
65" 


Kansas City, Kansas 


N/A 
Greenwich, Connecticut 


_ Atlanta, Georgia | 





қ Talladega i "Nobama 


Tokyo, Japon 


Memphis, Tennessee 








Waco, Texas 





Tokyo, Japon бт: 
parts unknown 
Teheran, Iran 


Nashville, чаки 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Vancouver, British Columbia 


Pearl River, Mississippi 





es 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
Uganda 


information not available 


ЕТТЕ 


que 


April 25, 1980 
1979 


E 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


1988 
1983 
1988 


ку AME e 


Sept. 30, 1960 


N/A 


1964 

Sept. 16, 1989 
1974 

190 — 


` - 


0 Ng. ll, 1953 


Feb. 20,1962 — 


Wh 


| 4198 уз | 





July 27 
March 2 1959 


ipiis 3 ) 


Jon. 29 
Aug. 11, 1955 
Jon. 25 


hug. 2, 1966 Ж 
Feb, 20, 1943 
N/A 

March 15 
0а. 24 


July 14 
N/A 
N/A 


Deets s 
Sept. 8, 1948 
N/A 
May 9, | 1950 


Kenta Kobashi 
Kuniaki Kobayashi 
Vladimir Koloff 
Konnan | 

Shiro Koshinoka 
Don Kroffatt - 
Kurasawa 

Killer Kyle 

Jean- Pierre Lafitte 





Joe Malenko 


Dutch Mantel 





Sieve Marino | 
Rick Martel 
Sherri Martel 


Waylon Mercy 
Metal Maniac 


NOTE: N/A = 





Tokyo, Japan 
Nagano, Japan 
Moscow, Russia 


Mei Gy Medo — 


Tokyo, Japan · 
N/A 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Montreal, Quebec 


2% los Angeles, (al fornia 





Hiroshima, Japan 


Acapulco, Mexico 





Tampa, Florida 
Tampa, Н 


тебуі | 


Dallas, Texas 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Quebec City, Quebec 
New Orleans, LA 


۰ ie En ا‎ 
| "sue 


Tonga 
Griffin, Georgia 
parts unknown 


Dallas, Texas 


information not available 


„ Wh 
и 1005 


N/A 

Dec. 3, 1973 
Aug. 30, 199] 
WA 


E - March 5, 1979 | 
W. 


1988 
1992 


Mei ا‎ 2 
Los Angeles, California 


1989 
1983 
1975 
1985 


00.31, ws 


ДЕ 
Aug. 1978 
1979 
1975 


nel 
eS 
MA 


NAA 
June 7, 1972 


Nov. 199] 


ы 
E 
о” 





N/A 
Jan. 11, 1956 
N/A 


Wh 


N/A 
N/A 
Dec. 30 


| Aug. 17, Lgl i 


NA. 


С мок 12,1949 


N/A 
Nov. 10, 1964 
N/A 


Aiie 


` June 2, 1958 


W д 


Jan. 24, m] 
Aug. 4 
Me: 4 ШЕ. 






80 Wrestling Almanac 1996 


| Wrestler Statistics 81 
NAME HI 


BIRTHDATE 








HOMETOWN PRO DEBUT _ BIRTHDATE | HOMETOWN PRO DEBUT 


Shawn Michaels 
Rey Misterio Jr. 
Mitsuharu Misawa 





‘Aldo Montoya - 
Moondog Rex 
Moondog Spot 
Nec 
M. Motion 





Don А Е ; 


Dick Murdoch 
The Great Muta 
Hack Myers 
Kendo Nagasaki 
Nailz 
Jim Neidhart - 
New Jack 


Osamu Nishimura 


Akira Nogami 
Charlie Norris 


Atsushi Onita 
Paul Orndorff 
Bob Orton 

Bull Pain 

La Porka 
iceman Parsons 
The Patriot 

Al Perez 

Miguel Perez Jr. 
Brian Pillman 








San Antonio, Texas 
San Diego, California 









ИƏ 


192 


1983 
1991 


N/A 
1976 


| Waxahachie, host x 


Tokyo, Japan 


. Baltimore, ead 


Singapore 
Oakland, California - 


Tampa, Florida | 


Atlanto, Georgia 
Tokyo, Japan 
Oita, Japan 


Brandon, Florida 
Kansas City, Missouri 


` Tompa, Florida — — 
` Columbia, South Carolina 


N/A | 

St. Louis, Missouri 
Columbia, South Carolina 
Tampa, Florida 


Carolina, Puerto Rico 


Cincinnati, Ohio 


1985 


1969 

Оа. 5, 1984 
N/A 

1971. 


1979 
1992 
1991 
Od. 17, 1984 
Dec. 3, 1989 


1986 
Nov. 25, 1986 


July 22 
N/A 
VA 








Dec. 23, 1962 
N/A 


April 17 
Feb. 8 


N/A 
July 23 


March 13, 1966 


04. 21, 1965 


МА 


Jon. 31 
N/A 
Oct. 29, 1949 


Sept. 26, 1948 E 


Ivan Putski 
Scott Putski 6' 


John Rambo 67 





Ni 52 = ok ae : - 


Butch Reed 67 
Lord Steven Regal 64" 
Ron Reis ТҮ 


een Rock 67 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Phantom N/A 
Rockin’ Rebel 5'9" 


Paul Roma А 
Axl Rotten т” 
lan Rotten ғ 

Jacques Rougeau 6'2" 





The Sandman 
Ricky Santana 









Krakow, Poland 
Austin, Texas 
N/A 

- Miomi, Florida | 


(eni er bene 





арыған ity c 
Blackpool, England 

San Jose, California 

parts unknown — 


succes 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania | 


Compton, Califorina 
parts unknown 


Phikadelplin, ae 





Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Montreal, Quebec 





Samoa v 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Orlando, Florida 


а 1985 


1971 
1986 
1 987 


04194 042 


ғы 20, 198 
1989 : 
1978 

Aug. 1986 
March 12, 1994 


- March 19, 1995 


aqui 
Feb. 25, 1992 
1978 
7 
1988 





Моу 25, 1961 







as ч ый 


Aug. 7, 1942 





B" 22,1958 — 
July 11, 1954 
May 10, 1968 
Nov. 18 
Macon 
July 26, 1956 
0US 1 
Sept. 1 
N/A 

NAA 

Aug. 10: 
Мау 14 — 


2 hori 29,1 1959. x 


N/A 
N/A 
June 13 


E Mm oe 
Ec wwe 


July 5 
May 25 






Penny Pot, New Jersey М/А MAC 
Parris Island, SC Feb. 5, 1994 N/A 
Downer's Grove, Illinois 1973 Dec. 28 
Dallas, Texas 1988 N/A 
Tom Prichard Houston, Texas 1978 | 
Psicosis Tiajvana, Mexico Wi Mue 


NOTE: N/A = information not available 


ри Bill Psycho Mike 637 227. 
Sgt. Craig Pittman 67 270 
Lanny Poffo 6 278 
Alex Porteau 510 235 
Rod Price | |( і7 28 


MA 
Sarasota, Florida 
Parsippany, New Jersey 











Nov. 15, 1952 
July 24 


NOTE: N/A = information not available 
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NAME 

The Sheik 

Shinobi 


Misty Blue Simmes 





Dick Slater 
Sgt. Slaughter 
Davey Boy Smith 
Al Snow 
Jimmy Snuka 
George South 
Spellbind 
Vic Steamboat 
Rick Steiner 
Scott Steiner 
Tony Stetson 
Sting 
Devon Storm | 
‘Lance Storm 
‘Exotic Adrian Street 
Scott Studd 
Dave Sullivan 
Kevin Sullivan 
Sumito 


Pot Tanaka — 
Tatanka 

John Tatum 
Akira Tave 
Choz Taylor | 
Terry Taylor 


Jumbo Tsuruta 


Typhoon 
Ubas 


Ultimo Dragon - 


ti lo | 


Genichiro Den | 


Ultimate іо | 


' Almanac 1996 ; 
НТ. 


TH 


HOMETOWN 


Saudi Arabia 
parts unknown 
Glens Falls, New York 


| Perry, Georgia 


Singapore | 

Carteret, кыа) © 
Tampa, Florida 
Parris Island, South Carolina 
Leeds leas 


Л 


| Detroit Michigan 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Venice Beach, California 
Pacific Palisades, California 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Boston, Massachusetts 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Tokyo, Japan 

Pembroke, North Carolina 
Hollywood, California 
Tokyo, Japan 

Dallas, Texas 


Katsuyama, japon 
Yamanashi, Japan 
Tampa, Florida 


МА 


NOTE: М/А = information not available 


PRO DEBUT 


BIRTHDATE 





1960 N/A 
N/A N/A 
1984 N/A 
— 0d. 1986. be df 
1009 P Л 
` 1986 WA 
1970 May 19 
1972 Aug. 27 
1978 Nov. 27, 1962 ~ 
june 9, 1990 ИА В 
© 1982 N/A 
1982 Sept. 2 D 
1982 N/A 
1969 May 18, 1943 
1982 N/A 
1992 N/A 
Dec. 7, 1986 NA | 
1982: Mah? | 
1986 July 29 
1985 N/A 
1985 March 20 
` March 1993 N/A 
WA N/A 
196] | Dec. 5, 1941 
N/A N/A 
1991 Dec. 1 
1970 Oct. 26, 1949 
1991 КА | 
March 1980 - April 12, 1962 
1985 Aug. 5 | 
Jan. 13, 1990 June 8 
1983 N/A 
1988 N/A 
April 11,1988 М/А 
1979 Aug. 12 
June 3, 1987 04.11 
1976 Feb. 2, 1950 
March 24, 1973 March 25, 1951 
1984 Aug. 10 
ІЛЕ ША | 





“HOMETOWN 
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The Undertaker 
Luna Vachon 
Big Van Vader 


Vampire Warrior 
Rob Van Dam 
Savio Vega 

Sid Vicious 

Sgt. Viclor 

Virgil 

Nikolai Volkoff 
Kevin Von Erich 
Baron Von Raschke 
Chris Walker — 
PJ. Walker 

VK. Wall Street 
Koko B. Ware 

The Warlord 

Erik Watts 

Timothy Well - 

Pez Whatley 


Mikoy Wipro 


Steve Williams 
Tony Williams 
Kendall Windham 
Wolfie D 
Kazuo Yamazaki 
Dr. Isaac Yankem 
Yoshiaki Yatsu 
Yokozuna 

Tom Zenk 

lodioc - 

Lord Zoltan 


NOTE: N/A = 


paris unknown 
Montreal, Quebec 


Denver, Colorado 





West Маш € 


Denton, Texas 
Berlin, Germany 
Atlanta, Georgia | 


Syracuse, New York. — 
Union City, Tennessee 
Chicago, Illinois 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Dallas, Texas 


. El Paso, Texas 


New York, New York 
Norman, Oklahoma 
Memphis, Tennessee 
жна; Texas 


Knoxville, TN 
Tokyo, Japan 
Samoa 


San Francisco, California 


N/A 


information not available 


PRO DEBUT 


N/A 

June 1991 
1986 

1987 
N/A 
1985 

1967 

Aug. 10, 1976 
1966 

N/A 

Od. 16, 1992 
Sept. 22, 1981 
198 
1986 

Aug. 27, 1992 


1994 
Dec. 29, 1980 
1984 
1984 


wm 


BIRTHDATE 


March 24 
N/A 


June 20 
March 28 
N/A 

N/A 





he — 
June4 


Ды 17% 


00016193 — 


May 14, 1960 


N/A 


July 19, 1956 
04.2 


- Nov 30 
April 21, 1957 2 
EE 








84 Wrestling Almanac 1996 


Ole Anderson 6l" 256 
Nick Bockwinkel 6l" 245 
Ted DiBiose 02/7 20 





€ Moolah 55" 138 
Pedro Morales 
Blackjack Mulligan 67" 310 





Wendi Richter 58 142 
Jake Roberts 






Jesse Ventura 63 245 


NOTE: N/A — 


ў Me Beah SC 
Chesapeake, VÀ - 


TUR Robbinsdale, Minnesota 
EN. feb. 15, Wii 6 . Feb. 28,1953 — 


HOMETOWN 


Minneapolis, MN 
Beverly Hills, CA 
Omaha, Nebraska - 
етеу, MN 


| кыы Vale A 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Tampa, Florida 
Moscow, Russia 


Columbia, 5С 
Culebra, Puerto Rico 
Sweetwater, Lg 


Dallas, TX 
Stone Mountain, Georgia 


‘Detroit ТЕ 


Minneapolis, MN 


6 Graz, Austria 


қ “Pittsburgh га taro 


information not available 


PRO DEBUT 


Мау 10, 1948 - 


June 6, 1984 — 
© ил аз 
1980 = June H 


DIE 
mMm 
ЕГІ 





BIRTHDATE - 


1966 Sept. 22 
1954 Dec. 6, 1934 
June 1975 Jon. 19, 1954 
1973 ` Шұ27, 1948 
Мау 10: 

1969 | Sept. 10 — 
1980 March 28 
1972 Oct. 26, 1949 
1961 Aug. 25 
March 9 — 


1945 = шу? 
1958 Nov. 3, 1942 
1969 Nov. 26 


Nov. 1969 

1977 

1975 اک خاش 
= 1983 


1965 
April 1975 
1969 








Adrian Adonis 
Andre The Giant 
Jerry Blackwell 
Dino Bravo — 
Bruiser Brody 
Eddie Gilbert 
Gino Hernandez 
Buzz Sawyer 
John Studd 
Chris Von Erich 


David Von Erich 


Kerry Von Erich 
Mike Von Erich 


HOMETOWN 


New York, New York 
Grenoble, France 
Stone Жин, TM 


Highland Park, pe 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
Los Angeles, California 
Denton, Texas 


—— Denton, Texas 


Denton, Texas 
Denton, Texas 





Wrestler Statistics 05 





PRO DEBUT 


1974 
Jan. 1969 
1973 


ПТТ. 
1973 — 
ТҮ 


Aug. 1, 1975 
1979 
1970 


june 22, 1990 
June 28, 1977 
May 7, 1978. ) 


Nov, 18, 1982 


MIKE AND KERRY VON ERICH 


Sept. 15, 1953 
May 19, 1946 


BIRTHDATE | 





ad 26, 1942 


1957 
June 14, 1959 
Feb. 19, 1948 


бері. 30, 1969 | 


“Aug. 14,1961 — 


July 22, 1958 * 


March 2, 1964 


Feb.3,1960 — 
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OF THE YEAR 
YEAR 1ST RUNNER-UP 2ND RUNNER-UP | 
1994 Public Enemy 


The Headshrinkers 
Terry Gordy & The Natural Disasters Rick & Scott Steiner 
Steve Williams — 
199] Larry Zbyszko & | 
1990 Rick & Scott Steiner Demol 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 






1993 
1992 





In this section, you'll find a complete listing of all PWI Achievement Award ООН 
winners, including three categories that are no longer awarded. We've also 
provided a comprehensive listing of runners-up (which were first reported in 
1976) for all awards. | 

Award winners were first presented annually in the pages of Pro Wrestling 
illustrated effective with our March 1982 issue, and continue to appear in the 
March edition each year. Prior to that, awards appeared in Sports Review 
Wrestling (1980 awards in the March 1981 edition), Sports Review Wrestling 
Annual (1977-79 awards in Spring 1978, ‘79, and '80 editions), and Victory 
Sports Series Wrestling Annual and Yearbook editions (1972-76 awards in 
issues #4, 7, 11, 14, and 18). 


“The Road Warriors Тһе Midnight Express | 


ition ce m 





The Rock 'n' The Road Warriors The British Bulldogs 
IUS Ерен = алас Ei _ Re 
1985 The Road Warriors ledDiBioie& Моп & Nikita Koloff The Briti 


The Road Warriors Kerry, Kevin, & 


жə .. Mike Von Erich 


1988 





The Fabulous Ones The Rock'n” 
1983 


YEAR ' 


1995 
1994 
1993 
1992 


Big Van Vader 


- Ric Flair 


1991 Hulk 


1990 


1989 


1988 
1987 
1986 
1985 
1984 
1983 
1982 
1981 
1980 
1979 
1978 


1977. 


1976 


1975 


1974 


1973 


1972 


Ric Fla ir 


Richer 2 


Ric Flair 


Bob Backlund 


Ric Flair 


Bob Backlund 
Dusty Rhodes 


` Dusty Rhodes — 


Terry Funk 


Mr. Wrestling ЇЇ _ 


Bruno Sammartino 
Jack Brisco 
Pedro Morales 


O F 
1ST RUNNER-UP 


Bret Hart 


. Bret Hart 


Ron Simmons 


Ultimate Warrior | 


. Hulk Hogan 


Jerry Lawler 


` _ Ric Flair 
Hulk Hogan 


Ric Flair 


Bob Backlund 
Superstar Graham 


Bruno Sammartino 


THE 


2ND RUNNER-UP 
Sting 


Razor Ramon 


. Shawn 


Rick Rude 
Bret Hart 27 
Hulk Hogan 


Andre the Giant 
Hulk Hogan 


Tommy Rich | 


Verne Gagne 
Jimmy Snuka 
Rick Steamboat | 


"Bob Backlund 
Nick Bockwinkel 


YEAR 


ЗЕР RUNNER-UP 
Hulk Hogan | 

Ric Flair 

Yokozuna 

Bret Hart 


` Shing 


Lex Luger 

Rick Steamboat 
Ric Flair 

Nikita Koloff 
Rick Martel 

Bob Backlund 
Jimmy Snuka 


Dusty Rhodes 


“Тһе Iron Sheik 


Bob Backlund 
Harley Race 


Harley Race 


Paul Jones 





1982. 


1980 


1979 


enirn 


Jimmy Snuka & 
Ray Stevens 
Tito Santana 





THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 


Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito 


Топу Саға | 
Mr. Wrestling & 
Mr. Wrestling Il 


The Freebirds - 


The Samoans 


Baron Von Raschke |... 






THE ROCK 'N' 








ROLL EXPRESS 





1978. 


1976 


1975 
1974 
1973 


1972 
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1977 





Gene & Ole 
Anderson 


Gane & Ole Anderson 
` Jimmy & Johnny Valiant 


Nick Bockwinkel & Ray Stevens 


Bruiser & Crusher 





v per 


3 oma World Price : 


маат. же ll rl 


DEI THE 
_1ST RUNNER-UP 


| Michaels 





| eres etes 


The Nasty Boys vs 
Cactus Jack & 
Maxx Payne 
Steiners vs. 


Bonn Pillman vs. 
, Jushin Liger 


3& The Yukon Lumberjacks Mike Graham & - 


Steve Keim - 


Mr. Fuji & Prof. Tanaka Greg Gagne & 


Jim Brunzell 


 TheExecufioners | Gene & Ole Anderson Billy White Wolf 


Jim tod - 


Ric Flair & 
Greg Valentine 


Ятту & Johnny | 


` & Chief Jay Strongbow Valiant 


MARCH 20, 1994: SHAWN MICHAELS VS. RAZOR RAMON 


YEAR 
2ND RUNNER-UP 
| Harlem Heat vs. 


3RD RUNNER-UP 
m P svs. 

pppn уя vs. 
Bull Nakano 
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ERE 


m 
1983 


1982 


1981 


` [cage math) - 


(сосе match) | 












1STRUNNER-UP 2ND RUNNER-UP ЗЕР RUNNER-UP 


ч fonds Garvin VS. 
Ric Flair 





Nici MC sce wer rra Ric Flair vs. 
vs. Roddy Piper & Мап & Nikita Koloff iki 
Paul Omdorff | 





Ric Flair (Race 
wins seventh NWA Sgt. Slaughter & 
World title) 

Bob Backlund s vs. 


Andre the Giant Ric Flair vs. 

vs. Killer Khan Dusty Rhodes — — 
Bruno Sammartino Andre the Giant vs. 
vs. dac AM | 





MAY 6, 1984: KERRY VON ERICH VS. RIC FLAIR 





ЛОН A с РИНЕН Se MG | ' о/ж a Be PWI Achievement Awards 91 
1979 Dusly Rhodes vs. Bob Backlund vs. me Nid Bockwinkel vs. Mr W бет YEAR WINNER č SEN RUNNER-UP — 2NDRUNNER-UP ЗАР derum | 
` Harley Race Pat Patterson | ... Bob Backlund . Emie о 1990 Ric Flair vs. НЫК | * a dams vs. — 
podes wins О ешн - Steve Austin 
22000 NWA World A з. o TET E 1989 Ric Flair vs. Roddy Piper vs. 
1978 Bob Backlund vs e vires vs. Dusty Rhodes vs. Rick стоса vs. Terry Funk ( Rick Rude 
Superstar Graham Ric Flair Superstar Graham Ric Flair 1988 Ric Flair vs. RickF Hulk Hogan & — 
(Backlund wins (bullrope match) а Lex кое Randy Savage xe 
ys. Bruno Superstar Graham Вс Flair — - bob Backiund - 1987 тата up vs. Randy Savage vs. Jerry Lawler vs. Brian Adias vs. 
Sammartino 0272 Superpowers & Rick Steamboat Tommy Rich & Kevin Von Erich 
` (Graham wins ИІ” | Road Warriors Austin Idol | 
МАРАН ы с. ~ | 1986 Нык Hogan vs. Ric Flair vs. The Sheepherders vs. Тһе Midnight — 
1976 Bruno Sammartino Terry Funk vs. Nick Bockwinkel Andre the Giant vs. Paul Orndorff Dusty Rhodes The Fantastics Express vs. | 
vs. Stan Hansen Rocky Johnson vs. Baron Von Raschke Abdullah the Butcher 2274. : 1. ` (Тело 
1975 . Bruno Sammartino vs. Spiros Arion | Roll Express 
1974 Dory Funk Jr. vs. Jack Brisco سس‎ 
1973 Напеу Race vs. Dory Funk Jr. (Race wins first NWA World title) 
1972 Bruno Sammartino wins 22-man Los Angeles battle royal 
OF THE YEAR 
YEAR WINNER 15Т RUNNER-UP 2ND RUNNER-UP 3RD RUNNER-UP 
1995 Ах] Rotten vs. Harlem Heat vs. Jeff Jarrett vs. Ric Flair vs. 
lan Rotten Nasty Boys Razor Ramon Randy Savage 
1994 Bret Hart vs. Hulk Hogan vs. Randy Savage vs. Sabu vs. Terry Funk 
Owen Hart Ric Flair Crush 
1993 Bret Hart vs. Rick Rude vs. Cactus Jack vs. Tony Anthony vs. 
Jerry Lawler Dustin Rhodes Big Van Vader Tracey Smothers 
1992 Тһе Moondogs vs. Ric Flair vs. Ultimate Warrior vs. Rick Rude vs. 
Jeff Jarrett & Randy Savage Papa Shango Rick Steamboat 
| Jerry Lawler 
1991 . Ultimate Warrior Hulk Hogan vs. Sting vs. Cactus Jack Lex Luger vs. 








vs. The Undertaker Sgt. Slaughter 


"uo sho afe aae. eoe d£ 


B RET HART V5. OWEN HART 


& Abdullah the Butcher Ron Simmons 























POPULAR 


THE YEAR 
WINNER 18ST RUNNER-UP 
Shawn Michaels — Sting 
Sting Bret Hart 
lex Luger Sting 
Sting The Ultimate Warrior 
Sting - Hulk Hogan 
Hulk Hogan Sting 
Hulk Hogan Ric Flair 
Randy Savage Hulk Hogan 
Dusty Rhodes Hulk Hogan 
Roddy Piper Hulk Hogan 
Hulk Hogan Magnum T.A. 


Kerry Von Erich. 


Hulk Hogan 


USTY RHODES (AND FRIENDS) 
WRESTLE 


2ND RUNNER-UP 
Diesel 

The Undertaker 
Bret Hart 

The Undertaker 
Sid Justice 
Ultimate Warrior 
Sting 

Sting 

Randy Savage 
Rick Morton 
Kerry Von Erich 
Dusty Rhodes 














3RD RUNNER-UP 
Hulk Hogan 

Hulk Hogan 

Dustin Rhodes 

Ron Simmons 

Rick & Scott Steiner 
Lex Luger 

Ultimate Warrior 
Lex Luger | 
Nikita Koloff 
Nikita Koloff 

Tito Santana 

Sgt. Slaughter 
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YEAR WINNER 1ST RUNNER-UP 2ND RUNNER-UP ЗАР RUNNER-UP 
1979 Greg Valentine | Terry Funk | Кеп Patera | Ivan Kolo —.. 
1978 Ric Flair Ken Patera Victor Rivera Bob Orton Jr. 

1977 Кеп Patera Ric Flair Superstar Graham Nick Bockwinkel 
1976 Stan Hansen Ox Baker Terry Funk The Spoiler 

1975 Greg Valentine | | | 

1974 The Great Mephisto 

1973 Superstar Graham - 

1972 Тһе Sheik 












| STO IM ЖОЖ» У.Е ШИШЕ ЕЕ Иа нан R 
OF THE YEAR 
YEAR WINNER 1ST RUNNER-UP IND RUNNER-UP 3RD RUNNER-UP 
1995 Diamond Tommy Dreamer Harlem Heat Savio Vega 
Dallas Page 
1994 Diesel Johnny B. Badd Sabu Owen Hart 
1993 Yokozuna The Kid Brian Lee Tatanka 
1992 Razor Ramon Ron Simmons Virgil Brian Christopher 
1991 Dustin Rhodes Ron Simmons The Undertaker Crush 
1990 Рам! Roma Doom Tugboat Cactus Jack 
1989 Scott Steiner Brutus Beefcake Jeff Jarrett P.Y. Chu-Hi 
1988 Sting The Ultimate Warrior Iceman Parsons Jeff Jarrett 
1987 Curt Hennig Al Perez Honky Tonk Man Sting 0 
1986 Terry Gordy Scott Hall Sam Houston Wendell Cooley 
1985 Steve Williams | Brian Adias Nikita Којо Randy Savage 
1984 Billy Jack Haynes Magnum Т.А. Rick Martel Ronnie Garvin 
1983 Bret Wayne Mike Rotundo Pez Whatley a Brad Rheingans | 
1982 Barry Windham Otto Wanz Buzz Sawyer Rick Martel 
ES S. 1981 Kevin Sullivan. а Charlie Cook Тю балада  — 
RIC FLAIR RICK RUDE 1980 Tony um Ted DiBiase | -— Von Erich 

M ST HATED WRES LER 1978 Dino — Rick наос Vj Atlas 

OF THE YEAR 

YEAR WINNER 1ST RUNNER-UP 2ND RUNNER-UP 3RD "i 

1995 Jerry Lawler Kevin Sullivan Тһе Gangstas Davey Boy Smith | 

1994 Воь Backlund Owen Hart Big Van Vader - Jerry Lawler — — 

1993 Jerry Lav .. Big Van Vader Yokozuna 0 Shawn Michaels 2 

1992 Rick Rude Ric Flair Jake Roberts ied Mim ia 

1991 509. Slaughter Тһе Undertaker | [ех Luger | oberts 

1990 ттл Ric Flair Rick Rude Eddie Gilbert ў 

1989 Randy Savage Terry Funk 0 Rick Rude . (ех Luger | 2, 

1988 Апаге — Giant Barry Windham Eddie Gilbert Ted DiBiase | — id 

1987  Ricflair | Andre the Giant Honky Tonk Man  Lexluger — 

1986  PaulOmdorf іс Flair Col. DeBeers Rick Rude | 

1985 Roddy Piper | Chris Adams Ted DiBiase John Studd 000 

1984 Roddy Piper Kevin Sullivan лу, Blanchard | Тһе Iron Sheik - 4 

1982 Ted DiBiase Blackjack igon Supers Graham 23 

1981 Ken Patera 4 Поп Muraco —— Мек Bockwinkel | 93 a = un 

1980 Larry Zbyszko Greg Valentine Ernie Ladd Hulk Ik Hogan : стт 
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THE 


O F 
те _WINNER 15T RUNNER-UP 
1995 Randy Savage . Heavenly Bodies | 
1994 Hulk Hogan _ .. Bob Backlund 
1993  lexluger | ( Brutus Beefcake 


1992 








Ultimate Warrior Bob Backlund 


RATHI 


















ONAL 


The Undertaker 


The Sheik 











YEAR 
2ND RUNNER-UP 

о Ve Ultimate Warrior | 
Alundra C ЕГ 
Paul Roma | | 





3RD RUNNER-UP 


Junkyard Don 
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THE YEAR 

YEAR WINNER ISTRUNNER-UP — 2NDRUNNER-UP ЗЕР RUNNER- 12 

1994 Bret Hart 2 Funk 741; Тһе Guardian Angel Bove ‘Sullivan | 

1993 Cactus Jock Lex Luger The Kid Бем Baok 55s 

1992 Коп Simmons The Undertaker . Rick Steamboat Егіс Embry Сааи | 

1991 The Patr E Sid Justice = Bill Dundee | MADUSA MICELI MIKE ENOS & WAYNE BLOOM 

1990 — . Jerry Lawler Nikolai Volkoff 

1989.  NiktaKolff Billy Jack Haynes Ric flair | OF THE YEAR 

1988 Kerry Von Erich Road Warrior Ата | Jake Roberts | | YEAR WINNER. 2 TSTRUNNER-UP 2ND RUNNER-UP 3RD RUNNER-UP 

39877” WE Kid Chris Adams ^ . Superstar Graham 1995 Alex Sgt. Craig Pittman Lawrence Taylor Madd Maxxine | 

1986 Chris Adams „Magnum T.A. Kerry Von Erich - | Steve Williams 1994 911 = Bob Holly Abbudah Singh Mikey Whipwreck | 

1984 . sa, prn Kerry Von Erich Kevin Von Erich _ $: Bob Backlund 1992 ік” | Diamond pals zem Vladimir те Коон 

1982 Jimmy Snuka | мі Mascaras | Jimmy Valiant 1990 Steve Austin El Елш | Brad cmm (42 

1980 . Rick Steamboat Verne болм | Мг. Florida | Venom iin es O 

1979 Chi TES топором, Ric F Ме Wrestling Il - Dusty Rhodes 1988 Madusa Miceli | “Chris Benoit Max Pain 

978 _ Blockjock Mouligen Bruno Sammartino Mr. Wrestling Il Jim Brunzell IFT Hart Bubba Rogers | Shane Douglas 

1977 Bob Backlund Don Мико Bruno Sammartino Terry Funk | 1986 Lex Luger Bam Bam Bigelow Sting 

1976 Bruno Sammartino Wahoo жаны Bob Roop 2 Bob Armstrong 1985 Nord ће Barbarian Kendall Windham Dan Spivey | uS ars 

TFG Ар E _ | 5E 1984 Mike Von Erich ^ Nikita Koloff Krusher Khrushchev Kevin ДЕУ 
1983 Angelo Mosca іг King Kong Bundy Scott Armstrong 0 
1982 Brad Armstrong — Tiger Mask Mike Rotundo 
1981 David Sammartino Brad Rheingans  Сигі Hennig. Ro 
1980 Terry Taylor Barry Windham Rick McGraw — Tom Prichard 
1979 Sweet Brown Sugar Steve Travis — — Bryan St. John ` Eddie Gilbert | 
1978 Tommy Rich Jay Youngblood David Von Erich Му Blanchard 
1977 Rick Steamboat Jimmy Snuka John Sudd: Skip Young 
1976 Bob Backlund | mes тис Steve Keirn Johnny Ra 
1925. Rick sd ВССУ И 22200. 
1974 Larry Zbyszko 
1973 | Cowboy Bob Orton/Tony Garea (tie) | 
1972 Mike Graham 

RUE OF THE YEAR 
YEAR WINNER 1ST RUNNER-UP 2ND RUNNER-UP 3RD RUNNER-UP 
1995 Randy : -Heavenly Bodies Savio Vega ~~ Ultimate Warrior 
1994 Hulk Hogan - Bob Backlund The Undertaker Alundra Blayze | 
1993 Lex luger - Brutus Beefcake Ric Flair | Рам Roma 
m 1992 Ultimate Warrior Bob Backlund The Sheik Junkyard Dog 
MIKE VON ERICH 





“NIKITA KOLOFF 


RODDY PIPER 
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OF THE YEAR 
Aum RUNNER-UP | 2c не ий 





PWI EDITORS 
AWARD 

YEAR WINNER 

1995 Rick Steamboat 

1994 Capt. Lou Albano 

1993 - Andre The Giant 

1992 Stanley Weston 

1991 Fabulous Moolah . 

1990 Buddy Rogers 

1989 Gordon Solie ux x 
1988 Bruiser Brody & Adrian Adonis 
1987 Paul Boesch 

1986 Мете Gagne 

1985 Бап Shocket 

1984 David Von Erich 

1983 Тһе Grand Wizard 

1982 Lou Thesz 










Paul Ellering Білім ۸ا‎ | 
1983 James J. Dillon Sheik Adnan т 


- | STANLEY WESTON 
1982 James J. Dillon | Amold Skodlond | | 





DEFUNCT AWARDS 
CA T.I CORTES 


1980 Sir Oliver ‘Amold Skeelend Capt. Lou Abano Те Great Mephisto 
1979 — Amold Skaaland Capt. Lou Albano Buddy Rogers Sir Oliver 
1978 Ато Skaaland Тһе Grand Wizard | Bobby тете Gary Hart 


1977 Тһе Grand Wizard Bobby Heenan Capt. Lou Albano Lord Al Hays 
1976 Bobby Heenan. Lou Albano Fred Blassie Gary Hart 





1974 Capt. Lou Albano 
1973 Те Grand Wizard _ 
1972 Bobby Heenan 








_2ND RUNNER-UP . 3RD RUNNER-UP 






YEAR 


IST RUNNER-UP — 2ND RUNNER-UP 3RD RUNNER-UP 





~ JAMES J. DILLON 





JP 2ND RUNNER-UP 3RD › RUNNER-UP 


d e ee RL ge 








PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING 
YEAR BY YEAR 


In this section, we provide an overview of some of the more memorable dates 





in wrestling history. For the most part, you won't find the debut dates of wrestlers | 


in this section (check out page 74 for those), nor the dates of major title changes 
(check out pages 124-159 for those). What you will find, though, are unusual 
incidents, events, and other fascinating material related to the development of 
the sport and the public appearances of the stars over the years. Of course, one 
of the biggest problems in compiling a section such as this is that accurate 
records on the sport simply have not been maintained over the years, particu- 
larly prior to wrestling’s acceptance into mainstream American consciousness in 
the mid-1980s. To assemble this section, we pored through decades of news- 
paper clippings, magazine articles, published books, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Weekly newsletters, and much, much more. Undoubtedly, future editions of the 
PWI ALMANAC will provide many additions to this section. If you have newspa- 
per clippings, magazine articles, or other solid information you feel would be 
an asset to this year-by-year overview of the sport іп next year's PWI ALMANAC, 


please turn to page 4 for information about where to send it. 








March 16: Duncan Ross, winner of many Police 
Scentii, Turkey. 






Wrestling’s first masked wrestler enters the ri 
Masked Wrestler. 








1878 : see 

April 27: Frank Gotch is born on a farm near Humboldt, lowa. 
July 20: George Hackenschmidt, later nicknamed "The Russian Lion," is born in 
Dorpat, Russia; his mother is Swedish, his father is German. 


Janvary 19: William Muldoon defeats Thebaud Bauer at Gilmore's Gardens (later site 
of Madison Square Garden) in a best-of-three-falls match to emerge with the Greco- 
Roman championship. The bout draws more than 3,000 fans. 


























18387 | a ; E 

Wrestler William Muldoon faces off against boxer John L. Sull 
about 2,000 in a baseball park in Gloucester, Massachusetts. According to boxing 
and wrestling historian Nat Fleischer, Muldoon slammed Sullivan, and “the crowd 
rushed in and stopped the combat.” 

РТ. Barnum-managed grappler Ed Decker, a relative lightweight at 5'6" and 150 
pounds, wins the Police Gazette wrestling belt in collar and elbow style. 


1896 | | 
April 5: Joe Stecher is born in Dodge, Nebraska. 
September: George Hackenschmidt makes his wrestling debut. 


1897 









children, Londos' father was a Greek amateur champion. 


April 2: Frank Gotch makes his pro debut, defeating Marshall Green in Humboldt, lowa. 


1901 EE aos | 
The first tag team matches are held in the United States, in San Francisco. 

























February 22: "Champion Of America" Tom Jenkins defeats Frank Gotch 
Ohio. The match goes two straight falls and lasts approximately 1 hour 45 minutes. 


1904 = : 
The first National Wrestling Alliance, 
al promoters, is formed. 






















April 3: Frank Gotch and George 
Hackenschmidt wrestle each other 
for the first time ever, at Chicago's 
Dexter Park Pavilion; promoter 
W.W. Wittig prices the highest 
ticket at $40 a seat. 





TOM JENKINS 





ivan before a crowd of 


January 2: Jim Londos is born Chris Theophelos in Argos, Greece. The youngest of 13 





in Cleveland, 


casual organization comprised of many region- 


December 27: Frank Gotch defeats 
Emil Maupas in the final of a 50- 
man tournament in Montreal to win 
the Greco-Roman Championship 
of Canada; the match went two 
straight falls, 61 and 22 minutes. 


May 23: Frank Gotch defeats 
“Champion Of America” Tom Jen- 
kins in two straight falls, 14 and 
17 minutes. 















Roue 
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April 14: Frank Gotch, in his first big U.S. match fol- 
lowing a U.K. tour, defeats Bulgarian wrestler 
Yussiff Mahmout in two straight falls (8:00, 9:10) 
at Chicago's Dexter Park Pavilion. 


1910 — | m | 

June 1: In what many termed his crowning achieve- 
ment, World champion Frank Gotch defeats 
Stanislaus Zbyszko in the first fall of a Chicago 
contest in 6.4 seconds! The second fall, also won 
by Gotch, went 27:33; Zbyszko, at the time, was 


in his prime, and it is his first loss in 945 matches. 









September 4: Frank Gotch and George Hacken- 
schmidt wrestle each other at White Sox Ball Park 
in Chicago. The live gate of $87,053 (tickets range 
from $1 to $10) is the biggest ever at the time. 
Gotch wins in straight falls. 









1913 fer к 

Frank Gotch announces his retirement. 

Earl Caddock wins championships in three amateur classes at the Panama-Pacific 
Exhibition Olympiad: middleweight, light heavy, and heavyweight. 





(a ШЫ 
Gorgeous George is born George Wagner in Nebraska. 
April: Earl Caddock wins the national amateur championship. 


1917 
Jim Londos makes his professional debut. 











Vince McMahon's father, Jess McMahon, promotes the first boxing card іп the “old” 
Madison Square Garden. 









June 7: The Grand Wizard is born Ernie Roth in Canton, Ohio. 


June 29: Arguably wresling’s first deeperhol is applied by Jim Londos against Roy |” 


Steele in the main event of a card at New York's Yankee Stadium that drew a crowd 
estimated at 21,000 fans. The controversial hold helps Londos win victory at the 
1:09:12 mark. "Simply а new hold I've perfected which shuts off the jugular vein,” 
Londos said the next day in the New York Sun. 

September 15: Boxer Jack Dempsey knocks out wrestler Wild Bill Longson in the first 
round of a Salt Lake City, Utah, bout in which both men wore gloves. 























Texas passes state laws legalizing and gov- 
erning boxing and wrestling. Morris 
Siegel receives the first license issued in 
both sports. 












Boxer Jack Dempsey faces wrestler 
Cowboy Luttrall in a bout in Atlanta; 
Ring magazine publisher Nat Fleischer 
serves as special referee. 

August 3: William D. “Haystacks” Calhoun 
is born in McKinney, Texas. 

September 20: Ed “Strangler” Lewis and 
Jim Londos meet in Chicago’s Wrigley 
Field, wrestling in front of 35,265 fans 

—— and drawing a then-record gate of 

PAUL BOESCH $96,302. 





Jim Crockett Sr. forms Jim Crockett Promotions. 
Vince McMahon Sr. promotes his first wrestling card. 






1936 E: mem 
Warren Bockwinkel, father of Nick Bockwinkel, spots Lou Thesz training in a gym in St. 


Louis and introduces him to promoters Tom Packs and Sam Muchnick. 
A match between Abe Coleman and Man Mountain Dean draws 36,000 fans. 


1937 - 






October 2: The first “Texas tornado" tag feam match (їп which all four men are in the 
ring at the same time) is held in Houston, the brainchild of promoter Morris Sigel: Milo 
Steinborn & Whiskers Savage vs. Tiger бала & Fazul Mohammed. 





Paul Boesch helps promote the first mud wrestling match. 
January 23: Shohei “Giant” Baba is born. 





FT eae 3 mc: 


July 15: Boxer Jack Dempsey defeats wrestler Bull Curry in 1:05 of the second round of 
a match in Detroit. 






1941 | EE 
September 21: Jack Brisco is born. 


Wrestling: Year-by-Year Highlights 


muse “ 


October 25: Paul Boesch makes his profes- 
sional wrestling debut, wrestling and 
defeating Benny Ginsburg in Staten 
Island, New York. 


po шн 
о LSS SS TSS 
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January 21: The City Auditorium in Houston, 
Texas, hosts one of the most unusual nights of 
wrestling ever: a joint benefit with wrestlers 
and the Houston Symphony Orchestra that 
brought in over a million dollars in war bonds 
(ringside seats were had for a $500 war 
bond purchase). Wild Bill Longson battles Lou 
Thesz in the main event. A match between Ellis 
Bashara and Dave Levin is accompanied by a 
symphonic arrangement by the Orchestra; 
Bashara, after winning the bout, pushes the 
conductor aside to lead the Orchestra himself! 


Jim Londos retires. 

\ ж. May 19: Andre the Giant is born in 
ni — Grenoble, France. 

JIM LONDOS June 14: Bruiser Brody is born. 








4 

Killer Kowalski makes his pro debut. 

Former boxer Tony Galento makes his pro debut, defeating “Nature Boy” Buddy Rogers. 

А New York match between Buddy Rogers and Billy Darnell is such a wild brawl, a ring- 
side fan dies of a heart attack. Both wrestlers are disqualified from New York compe- 
tition for two years. 

Fred Blassie suffers a head injury that places him on the verge of retirement when he is 
bounced out of the ring by Rudy Dusek. 






Portland, Oregon, promoter Don Owen's cards are first aired on television. 
` Maurice "Mad Dog” Vachon represents Canada in wrestling in the Olympic games. 
July 19: The current version of the National Wrestling Alliance is formed, in Waterloo, 
lowa. The first NWA president is P.L. "Pinkie" George. 














19409 | ERN. 
Sky Low Low wins a 30-man tournament in Paris to emerge as midget 
Antonino Rocca arrives in the U.S. 

Verne Gagne turns pro. 

January: Paul Boesch announces his first televised wrestling match. 

February 22: Gorgeous George headlines the first Madison Square Garden wrestling 
card in 12 years, against Ernie Dusek; George pins Dusek in 26:57 in front of 4,197 
fans. The New York press is not impressed by George's theatrics. One New York Times 
sportswriter writes two days later: "Gorgeous George? Phooey!” 

April 20: Primo Carnera's winning streak ends at 321 bouts when-he is defeated by 


Antonino Rocca. 


Primo Carnera is thrown off his feet for the first time, by Don Eagle. 
Jim Londos comes out of retirement to wrestle Primo Carnera at Chicago's Wrigley Field. 
The match draws wrestling's biggest gate of the year: $54,000. 
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1952 os NEN uu 
The Sheik makes his pro debut. | = 
A Los Angeles match between Lou Thesz and Baron Michele Leone in Los Angeles draws 
the first $100,000-plus gate in U.S. wrestling history: $103,277. 


1 9 5 3 | E: 25 pM CEU IM EU сы { * 
Capt. Lou Albano makes his pro debut in Montreal, Canada, by defeating Bob Lozaro. 
March 6: The first brass knuckles match is held, pitting “Irish” Danny McShain against “Wild” 
Bull Curry. The match, promoted by Paul Boesch in Houston, Texas, is won by Curry. 
May 11: New York lifts a state ban on tag team wrestling. 


1957 EUG - 
April 1: Danny Hodge appears on the cover of Sports Illustrated. 
November 19: Two police officers are injured as a riot in Madison Square Garden 
ensues following a tag team bout pitting Antonino Rocca and Edovard Carpentier 
against Dick the Bruiser and Dr. Jerry Graham. 


1959 к | 

Bruno Sammartino makes his pro debut. 

Legendary St. Louis wrestling television program Wrestling At The Chase (named after the 
Chase-Park Plaza Hotel, where matches initially were held) makes its debut broadcast. 

October 7: "Nature Boy" Buddy Rogers faces "Jersey" Joe Walcott in a wrestler-boxer 

contest at The Forum in Montreal. E 


March 4: Promoter Roy Shire presents his first wrestling card at 
Cow Palace. 























1962 5 SS o o 

August 2: Bruno Sammartino is awarded 
the NWA World title after defeating 
champion Buddy Rogers in Toronto, 
Ontario, but refuses to accept the title 
because Rogers had wrestled with an 
injury. 

November 7: As the result of losing a hair 

vs. mask match to The Destroyer at the 

Olympic Auditorium in Los Angeles, 

Gorgeous George is shaved bald. 


1963 pu 
Janvary 24: Lou Thesz defeats NWA World 
champion Buddy Rogers in one fall in 
Toronto, Ontario. Promoters in the 
Northeast dispute the decision, break 
к away from the NWA, and form the World 
NOVEMBER 7, 1962 eri ore Жетй төр НЫ, 
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April 15: Lou Thesz pins “Jersey” Joe Walcott 
іп 1:30 of the fourth round of a wrestler- 
boxer bout in Memphis. 

April 27: Dick the Bruiser defeats football play- 
er Alex Karras in 11:21 of a bout held 
before approximately 10,000 fans at the 
Olympia in Detroit. Bruiser suffers a five- 
stitch wound over his right eye in the match. 

October 15: Bobo Brazil vs. Tino Tim Anderson 
marks the first professional bout involving 
black male wrestlers in Tampa, Florida. 





1964 EN -. 

Andre the Giant makes his pro debut. 

Mil Mascaras makes his pro debut. 

March 11: Antonio Inoki makes his U.S. debut, 
in Honolulu. 


1965 ENS 

Jack Brisco, representing Oklahoma State, 
captures the NCAA wrestling title in the 191- 
pound class. 










APRIL 27, 1963 


June 5: Jack Brisco makes his pro debut, defeating Terry Garvin in 14 minutes in 
Oklahoma City. 











February 19: In the main event of the first wrestling card at the "new" Madison Square 


Garden, Bruno Sammartino defeats Bull Ramos. 


19709 | ا‎ E 

Jim Londos is cited by President Nixon for his charitable activities; he also is bestowed the 
Golden Cross Order of Greece by King Paul. 

January: The first of the celebrated annual battle royal bouts at Los Angeles’ Olympic 
Auditorium is held. Rocky Johnson outlasts the rest of the 22-man field to capture 
$11,000. 

June 11: The first-ever wrestling card at the Louisville Gardens is held. 










Bob Backlund captures the NCAA Division |! 190-pound amateur wrestling champi- 
onship at North Dakota State. 
June 1: Andre the Giant makes his Canadian debut at Verdun in Quebec. 


1972 ИИ. 

Кеп Patera represents ће U.S. at ће Olympic Games іп super heavyweight weightlifting. 

March: Japan-based New Japan Pro Wrestling is formed. At the time, its top stars 
include Antonio Inoki, Osamu Kido, and Tatsumi Fujinami. 

October: Japan-based All-Japan Pro Wrestling, featuring such stars as Shohei “Giant” 
Baba, Motoshi Okuma, Akio Sato, and Mitsuo Momota, holds its first card. 

December 18: Mil Mascaras becomes the first masked wrestler to compete in New York's 

Madison Square Garden. Ironically, he defeats The Spoiler, who had previously been 

denied the right to compete with his mask in New York. 
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1973 == | х 








March: Jim Duggan captures ће York State high school жатқа p ааст іп 
the 250-pound division. 









February 16: In a battle of pro football stars in Cincinnati, Ohio, Cincinnati Bengals line- 
backer Ron Pritchard defeats Cleveland Browns tackle Walter Johnson by disqualification. 


October 4: Ric Flair suffers a broken back when the Cessna 310 he is riding in crashes 
near Wilmington, North Carolina. Also on the plane: Johnny Valentine, Bob Bruggers, 
and “Mr. Wrestling” Tim Woods. Doctors say Flair will never wrestle again. 


1976 dp. BM. 

"Bad News" Allen Coage wins a bronze medal in judo for the U.S. in the Olympic Games. 

April: Bruno Sammartino suffers a broken neck following a “lariat” by Stan Hansen at 
Madison Square Garden. The crushed third and 
fourth vertebrae, cracked sixth, and twisted seventh 
keep him out of action seven months. 

June 25: Boxer Muhammad Ali and wrestler Antonio 
Inoki go to а 15-round draw in Tokyo. The match is 
aired live on closed-circuit TV as part of a card at 
New York's Shea Stadium that also features a boxer 
vs. wrestler bout between Chuck Wepner and Andre 
the Giant. 


1972-21 A 



























September 26: Bob Backlund makes his Madison 
Square Garden debut. 









1978 





October 6: NWA World champion Harley R 
lams Andre the Giant. 






1979 — 

Brad Rheingans, who would later hold the AWA World 
tag team title with Ken Patera, wins the World Cup in 
Greco-Roman wrestling. 

April: Тһе WWWF—World Wide Wrestling 
Federation—drops опе "W" to become known as the WWF—World Wrestling 
Federation. 

July: The first edition of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, cover-dated September 1979, hits the 
newsstands. 

July 8: “Nature Boy” Ric Flair uses the figure-four leglock to defeat “Nature Boy” Buddy 

Rogers in Greensboro, North Carolina. 


1980 EN. EU e 

The corporate entity known as Titan Sports is formed by Vince McMahon Jr. 

August 3: The "Last Tangle In Tampa" main event finds Harley Race retaining his NWA 
World title in a best-of-three-falls match against Dusty Rhodes; Fritz Von Erich serves 
as special referee. 





JUNE 25, 1976 
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August 9: Bruno Sammartino defeats Larry 
Zbyszko in the main event of a steel cage 
match at New York's Shea Stadium. Also 
on the card: Andre the Giant pins Hulk 

Hogan, Bob Backlund & Pedro Morales 

win the WWF World tag team title from 

The Samoans, and Intercontinental cham- 

pion Ken Patera is counted out against 

Tony Atlas. 








| Ф ЕИ” = : 2 


May 2: Killer Khan leaps off the top rope 
onto Andre the Giant during a match in 
Rochester, New York, breaking Andre's 
left ankle and igniting what would 
undoubtedly have been voted Feud of the 
Year. 

May 10: AWA World champion Verne | 
Gagne retires after wrestling his last match, a title defense against Nick Bockwinkel. 

December 21: Andre the Giant is the subject of a profile in Sports Illustrated; up to that 
time, it is the longest profile of any individual athlete ever published by Si. The article is 
later condensed for Reader's Digests June 1982 issue, and reprinted in its entirety in ће 
Summer 1987 edition of Wrestling 87. 


1987 — ке E 

Steve Williams, at the time a senior in college, loses іп 
the NCAA finals to Bruce Baumgariner by a score 
of 4-3; Baumgartner would go on to compete in the LA 
1984 Olympics and capture the gold medal in “ы 
wrestling. 4 

WTBS' Georgia Championship Wrestling is renamed 
World Championship Wrestling. 

June: Vince McMahon Jr. and Titan Sports purchases 
Capitol Wrestling Corporation from his father and 
other shareholders. 

June 28: In one of the most memorable and dramatic 
moments in Madison Square Garden wrestling his- 
tory, Jimmy Snuka performs his “superfly” flying 
bodypress from the top of the steel cage in a match 
against WWF World champion Bob Backlund. He 
misses, and Backlund escapes from the cage with 
his title reign intact. 

July 4: WWF World champion Bob Backlund battles 
NWA World champion Ric Flair іп Atlanta's Omni. 
The bout ends in a double-disqualification after 
about 20 minutes of furious action. 

July 29: Comedian Andy Kaufman and Memphis 

mainstay Jerry Lawler appear on the Late Night 

With David Letterman show. Kaufman, wearing a 

neck brace due to an injury sustained in a match кози 

against “The King,” gets into an obscenity-laced JUNE 28, 1982 





AUGUST 9, 1980 




















shouting match with Lawler, then throws Letterman’s coffee in Lawler's face. The con- 
frontation makes headlines on the entertainment pages of newspapers nationwide. 
December 25: Kerry Von Erich battles NWA World champion Ric Flair in a steel cage 
in Dallas, Texas, with Freebird Michael Hayes serving as special referee. When Von 
Erich and Flair are both dazed after a mid-ring collision, Hayes places Von Erich on 
top of the champion. Von Erich won't accept the title that way, and Hayes becomes 
outraged, calling Von Erich an “idiot.” As Von Erich leaves the cage, Hayes’ Freebird 
partner, Terry Gordy, slams the cage door shut on Von Erich’s head. That act ignited 
the Freebird-Von Erichs war that subsequently embroiled Texas for nearly five years. 


PLAYBILL 


NEDERLANDER THEATRE 












__ ——— 

April 20: Teaneck Tanzi: The Venus Flytrap opens оп 
Broadway at New York’s Nederlander Theater. 
Andy Kaufman stars as The Ref, and rock star 
Deborah Harry is to alternate with Caitlin Clarke in 
the title role. The show closes after one performance, 
with Harry never getting to perform. 

May 1: Pro Wrestling Illustrated withdraws world title 
recognition for the WWF heavyweight champion- 
ship, a situation that remains in effect for more than 
two years. 

June 2: Hulk Hogan defeats Antonio Inoki to become 
the first IWGP heavyweight champion. 

October 23: The Tommy Rich-Buzz Sawyer feud, 
which has been raging for more than 18 months, 
comes to a bloody climax at “The Last Battle Of At 
lanta” cage match in The Omni. Rich defeats 
Sawyer, but is hardly considered the winner. 

November 24: The first Starrcade card is held, in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. A crowd of 15,447 in 
the Greensboro Coliseum is joined by about 30,000 
fans in closed-circuit locations throughout the Mid- 
Atlantic region. In the main event, Ric Flair captures 
his second NWA World heavyweight title from Harley Race. 








APRIL 20, 1983 
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January 22: Two-time NWA World champion and pro football Hall of Famer Bronko 
Nagurski, 75, is given the honor of tossing the coin at the start of Super Bowl XVIII in 
Tampa, Florida. The Los Angeles Raiders win the toss—and the game, defeating the 
Washington Redskins, 38-9. 

April: Japan-based UWF is formed, at the time featuring such stars as Akira Maeda, 
Yoshiaki Fujiwara, Nobuhiko Takada, and Rusher Kimura, 

April 6: Ken Patera and Mr. Saito throw a 30-pound boulder through the window of а 
McDonald's in Waukesha, Wisconsin, when they are refused service after hours. A 
brawl with Waukesha police officers takes place shortly thereafter at the Holiday Inn 
where Patera and Sailo's are staying. 

May 29: The first card of NWA wrestling in the New York area іп 20 years, dubbed "The 
Night Of Champions,” is held in New Jersey's Byrne Meadowlands Arena. 

July 14: The WWF takes over the NWA's airtime on Atlanta SuperStation WTBS’ World 
Championship Wrestling. Hundreds of calls of complaint are received, to which WWF 
head Vince McMahon responds іп an Atlanta Constitution news article: “We'll show 
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those complainers the difference between a major league and a minor league pro- 
duction, given time.” NWA wrestling is quickly reinstated on TBS on Saturday morn- 
ings, and returns to the Saturday evening time slot about nine months later. 

September: Japan-based JWP (Japan Wrestling Promotion) is formed. At the time, the 
organization features such stars as Riki Choshu, Masa Saito, Kuniaki Kobayashi, and 
Yoshiaki Yatsu. 

September 17: Sports Illustrated checks in with this sartorial criticism of Lord Al Hays, 
who at the time is serving as co-host of ће WWF's Tuesday Night Titans program: 
“Lord Alfred Hays is a syrupy British wimp who wears frilly tuxedos of the type fash- 
ionable in Las Vegas іп ће late-’60s.” 

September 25: Hulk Hogan appears as a guest VJ on MTV. Appearing with Wendi 
Richter and Cyndi Lauper, Hogan introduces videos by Van Halen, Prince, Huey Lewis, 
Lauper, Loverboy, ZZ Top, Rod Stewart, and Def Leppard. 

September 29: In an attempt to counter the rising power of the WWF, a new wrestling 
program, Pro Wrestling USA, makes its debut on New York’s WPIX. The program, 
also aired in Japan, features a combination of NWA and AWA talent, and most 
notably brings Bob Backlund back into the public eye just months after the birth of 
Hulkamania in the WWF. 











асти ат 7. 
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February 18: "The War To Settle The Score" is broadcast live on MTV. The Madison 
Square Garden bout pits Roddy Piper against WWF World champion Hulk Hogan, 
who wins by disqualification when Mr. T and Cyndi Lauper interfere. 

February 21: ABC airs an installment of 20/20 during which "Dr. D” David Schultz hits reporter 
John Stossel in the ears; Stossel later sues and recieves a $280,000 settlement from the WWF. 

March 9: The Road Warriors make their Tokyo wrestling debut. 

March 10: Bill Watts’ Mid-South Wrestling debuts on WTBS, but its run lasts only a 
few months. 

March 28: Richard Belzer is injured when Hulk Hogan drops him on the floor while 

demonstrating a front facelock during a broadcast of Belzer’s cable-TV show, Hot 








MARCH 28, 1985 
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Properties. He receives nine stitches in 


Ce SUME m m Pi ume 
his head and an undisclosed sum of e 0 X LES 3 i ۳ 


money following a lawsuit in which he 
sought $5-million in damages. 

March 31: The first WrestleMania card is 
held, in New York's Madison Square 
Garden. Not aired on pay-per-view tele- 
vision, the card is made available to 135 
closed-circuit locations, drawing an esti- 
mated viewership of 400,000. In the 
main event: Hulk Hogan & Mr. T defeat 
Paul Orndorff & Roddy Piper when 
Hogan pins Orndorff. 

April: The first-ever wrestling videotape— 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated's Lords Of The 
Ring—is released by Vestron Video. 

April: Jim Crockett’s Mid-Atlantic-based 


NWA wrestling program replaces WWF HULK HOGAN 
broadcasts on TBS. Pro Wrestling's 


Tre oF ‚ 
ID бапзпа 


April 29: Hulk Hogan appears on the cover 
of Sports Illustrated; next to the swimsuit 
issue, the magazine is the year’s best-seller. 

May 11: Professional wrestling returns to 
network television after a 30-year 
absence as the WWF's Saturday Nights 





APRIL 29, 1985 


Main Event premieres on NBC. In the main event: WWF World champion Hulk Hogan 
battles Bob Orton, with Roddy Piper, Mr. T, and Paul Orndorff at ringside. 

June 5: Steve Williams receives 108 stitches in his right eye following a match against 
Brad Armstrong in Shreveport, Louisiana. He wrestles again just hours after being 
stitched up. 


June 6: After seven hours of delibera- 
tion, a jury finds Ken Patera and Mr. 
Saito guilty of several assault charges 
stemming from a fight with police offi- 
cers in Waukesha, Wisconsin. Patera 
is convicted of two counts of battery on 
a peace officer and one count of crim- 
inal damage to property; Saito is con- 
victed of three counts of battery on a 
peace officer and one count of 
obstructing an officer. Both men are 
sentenced to two years in prison. 

July 2: Pro Wrestling Illustrated rein- 
states world title recognition for the 
WWF heavyweight title after more 
than two years of viewing it as a 
regional championship. 

August 22: Mike Von Erich is operated 
on at Granville C. Morton Cancer and 
Research Hospital in Dallas, Texas, for 

JUNE 5, 1985 an injured shoulder. He is released four 
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days later with no apparent complications, but readmitted a day after that with a 105- 
degree fever. His temperature soars to 107 degrees as he begins a month-long battle 
against toxic shock syndrome. 

August 27: ESPN airs wrestling for the first time as it begins broadcasting a weekly AWA 


program. 
September 2: A Florida-based “Battle Of The Belts” card from Tampa is aired on free TV 
throughout Florida as well as in Boston, Dallas, and Charlotte, North Carolina. 
September 20: The St. Louis Wrestling Club holds its final card at the Kiel Auditorium in 
St. Louis. 
September 20: Fred Blassie and Lou Albano “wrestle” each other inside a steel cage at 
Nassau Coliseum in Uniondale, New York. 
October 3: Uncle Elmer and Miss Joyce Staszko are married in the ring at New Jersey's 
Byrne Meadowlands Arena. The ceremony is broadcast nationally on the WWF's 
Saturday Nights Main Event two days later. 





OCTOBER 3, 1985 


October 8: New York State Senator Abraham Bernstein opens hearings to ban profes- 
sional wrestling in New York. 

November 19: Lex Luger captures the Southern heavyweight title from Wahoo McDaniel 
in Tampa, Florida—less than three weeks after making his pro debut. 





February: Dallas-based World Class secedes from the NWA. 

February 7: WTBS airs its first prime time wrestling special, “Superstars On The 
SuperStation,” more than two years before the first Clash of the Champions. 

March 1: MTV airs the WWF's first-ever "Slammys" awards program. 

April 19: The Superdome in New Orleans hosts the first-ever Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial 
Cup tag team tournament. The Road Warriors emerge from the 24-team field to defeat 
Magnum T.A. & Ronnie Garvin and claim the $1-million prize. 








Wrestling: Year-by-Year Highlights 111 


April 25: Antonio Inoki suffers his first pinfall loss in 12 years when he is defeated by 
Andre the Giant at Kumamoto City Gym. 

May: The Four Horsemen are formed, a quartet consisting of Ric Flair, Tully Blanchard, 
Arn Anderson, and Ole Anderson, with management by James J. Dillon. 

May 12: Lisa Sliwa, ex-wife of Curtis Sliwa, founder of The Guardian Angels, makes her 
pro debut at a WWF television taping. 

June 4: Kerry Von Erich, driving his motorcycle south on U.S. 373 in Argyle, Texas, pulls 
to his left on a two-lane two-way highway Ю pass a van. Von Erich skids into the rear 
of the police car that had stopped in front of the van to make a left turn, then flies 50 
feet through the air and lands in the road. He suffers a dislocated hip and a severely 
damaged right knee and ankle. 

August 23: Capt. Lou Albano plays Ralph Kramden as part of a New York City con- 
vention of RALPH—Royal Association for the Longevity and Preservation of the 
Honeymooners. 

September 16: Chris Adams 
is convicted of misde- 
meanor assault for headbut- 
ting an airline pilot on a 
June 30 flight from Puerto 
Rico to Texas. He is sen- 
tenced to three months in 
prison. 

October 9: Antonio Inoki pins 
former boxing world cham- 
pion Leon Spinks in the 
eighth round of a wrestler- 
boxer bout in Tokyo before 
a sellout crowd of 11,520 
fans. 

October 14: Magnum ТА. 
crashes his Porsche into a util- 
йу pole at 2:30 a.m. in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Magnum’s fifth cervical verte- 
bra from the top explodes, 
sending bone fragments into 
his spinal cord and resulting 
їп extensive surgery and 
physical therapy. Remarkably, 
he beats the odds to survive 
and walk again. 

December 12: “Dr. Death” 
Steve Williams defeats 
UWF champion One Man 
Gang in 21:43 in Houston, 
Texas, to become the winner 





of the $50,000 Pro PWI/UWF TOURNAMENT COMPETITORS (DECEMBER 12, 1986) 


Wrestling lllustrated/UWF 
Challenge Cup Tournament. 

December 13: Dynamite Kid collapses due to a severe back injury during a match in 
Hamilton, Ontario. 
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MARCH 27, 1988 
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February 28: Jim Neidhart is indicted by a federal grand jury on charges of assaulting 
and interfering with a flight attendant; he is subsequently acquitted. 

March 1: Two-time former WWF World champion Bruno Sammartino is inducted into 
the Italian-American Sports Hall of Fame at a banquet in his hometown of Pittsburgh. 

April: The Global Wrestling Alliance becomes the first publicly traded wrestling organi- 
zation, with seven million shares of stock hitting the market at an initial offering of 40 
cents per share. 

April 9: Jim Crockett Promotions purchases the Universal Wrestling Federation, headed 
by Bill Watts. 

April 10-11: The Baltimore Arena hosts the second Jim Crockett 5r. Memorial Cup tag 

team tournament. Dusty Rhodes & Nikita Koloff down Tully Blanchard & Lex Luger in 
the final round of the 24-team tournament to capture the $1-million prize. 

May 11: Kevin Von Erich collapses in the middle of the ring during an eight-man bout 
pitting him, The Fantastics, and Bruiser Brody against Brian Adias, Black Bart, Al 
Madril, and Al Perez. Fantastic Tommy Rogers, seeing Von Erich turning blue, admin- 
isters cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

May 26: Hacksaw Duggan and The Iron Sheik are arrested by New Jersey state police. 

Duggan is charged with possession of marijuana and drinking alcohol while driving; 

Sheik is charged with possession of cocaine and marijuana. Duggan receives a con- 

ditional discharge; Sheik receives one year probation. 


1 9 8 8 ж - 22 eee i 

February 5: Wrestling returns to prime-time network television after a 33-year absence 
with the broadcast of WWF's Main Event program. 

March 27: The first-ever Clash of the Champions card is held, in Greensboro, North 
Carolina. In the main event, Sting and Ric Flair battle to a 45-minute draw. 

April 22-23: The third Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup tag team tournament is held іп 
Greenville, South Carolina, and Greensboro, North Carolina. Sting & Lex Luger combine 
to win the $1-million prize, defeating Tully Blanchard & Arn Anderson in the final round. 

October 17: Forbes magazine reports that the estimated worth of the World Wrestling 

Federation is $100-million. 



















November: Ted Turner purchases NWA cornerstone 
Jim Crockett Promotions, renaming the organiza- 
tion World Championship Wrestling. 

November 7: Titan Sports promotes its first-ever non- 
wrestling pay-per-view, a boxing match between 
Sugar Ray Leonard and Donny Lalonde. 


1989 X 7 

May 28: Jake Roberts undergoes surgery to remove a 
ruptured disc from his neck. He is sidelined for 
nearly four months. 

June 25: Boxer Leon Spinks loses to Greg Wojokowski 
in a boxer-wrestler bout in Toledo, Ohio. 

July 4: Davey Boy Smith, Jason the Terrible, and Chris 
Benoit are injured in a head-on automobile acci- 
dent in Jasper, Alberta. Smith suffers a cracked ver- 
tebra in his back and needs 100 stitches in his head 
after being thrown through the windshield of the 
vehicle. Jason suffers two fractures in his left leg, © | n 
while Benoit suffers an injured right knee. All three SEPTEMBER 1989 
eventually return to ring action. 

August 11: Art Barr, also known as Beetlejuice, is arrested in Eugene, Oregon, and is 
charged with raping of a 19-year-old fan on July 16. | 

м га first issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly, cover-dated September 11, 
is published. 

September: Capt. Lou Albano debuts as Mario on the popular Saturday-morning program, 
The Super Mario Bros. Super Show. 

September 16: Terry Allen—Magnum T.A.—marries Tracey Cedarburg in Chesapeake, 
Virginia. 

November 28: Veteran NWA referee Tommy Young suffers career-ending neck and 
back injuries while officiating a match between Mike Rotundo and Tommy Rich at 
Center Stage Theater in Atlanta. 

December: Playboy magazine features Hulk Hogan as one of its "Sex Stars Of 1989.” 


IEE | ES жаралыс: a 
February 6: Sting suffers a ruptured left patella tendon at Clash of the Champions X. — 









` February 23: Twelve days after kayoing Mike Tyson in Tokyo for the undisputed heavy- 


weight boxing championship, special referee Buster Douglas kayos Randy Savage 
during an argument following a Savage-Hulk Hogan bout маат he ы рде” time 
special). Tyson had originally been scheduled to serve as special referee in the bout, 
but that changed with Douglas’ Tokyo win. 

March 24: After 23 years as a pro wrestler, Seiji Sakaguchi retires to take over the presidency 
of the New Japan Wrestling Federation, replacing Antonio Inoki. | 

July 4: Brutus Beefcake suffers massive facial injuries in a parasailing accident in Lutz, 
Florida, as the knees of a parasailer crash into his head. He undergoes 8'/2 hours of 
surgery during which eight steel plates, 40 screws, and more than 100 staples are 
inserted into his head. 

September: Tully Blanchard retires from wrestling to devote his life to the ministry. 

September 1: Eddie Gilbert, driving his brother Doug's car, attempts to run down Jerry 
Lawler during a broadcast of USWA Championship Wrestling. Lawler was trying to 
save USWA matchmaker Eddie Marlin, who had just fired Eddie and Doug Gilbert 
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from the USWA and was escorting them from the build- 
ing. Remarkably, Lawler escapes the incident with just 
a bruised hip. 


November 6: Jesse Ventura is elected mayor of Brooklyn 
Park, Minnesota, defeating 18-year incumbent Jim 
Krautkremer. 

December 26: Lou Thesz, 74, wrestles impressively, but is 
defeated by his former student, Masa Chono, 27, on a 
New Japan card in Hamamatsu, Japan. 





January 25: ABC-TV pre-empts Twin cepe broadcost 
lag Team, the unsold pilot episode for a series starring 


Roddy Piper and Jesse Ventura. | ` JESSE VENTURA 1 


June 8: AWA and PWA wrestler Derrick Dukes squares má "o 


off against former New York Jets defensive end Mark NOVEMBER 6, 1990 


Gastineau in Salem, Virginia, in Gastineau's pro box- 
ing debut. Dukes, 2-1 as a boxer coming into the bout, is kayoed by Gastineau in the 
first round. He later admits to having taken a dive. 

June 12: Scott Steiner's left bicep tendon is torn from the bone when he is attacked by 
Dick Slater and Dick Murdoch following a successful defense of Rick & Scott Steiner's 
WCW World tag team title against Hiroshi Hase & Masa Chono at Clash of the 
Champions XV. 

—— June 27: Dr. George T. Zahorian, a physician 
who formerly served as a ringside physician at 
WWF events in Pennsylvania, is convicted on 
12 of 14 counts of selling anabolic steroids to 
four pro wrestlers and a weightlifter in a trial 
held in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He is subse- 
quently sentenced to three years in prison. 

July 16: At a press conference in New York, 
WWF head Vince McMahon announces that 
WWF stars will now undergo mandatory 
testing for anabolic steroids as part of its 
anti-drug policy. 

July 16: Appearing on The Arsenio Hall Show, 
WWF World champion Hulk Hogan sternly 
declares, “I’ve trained 20 years, two hours a day, 
to look like | do. But the thing | am not, is l'm not 
a steroid abuser, and | do not use steroids." 

August 3: Cactus Jack and Eddie Gilbert wrestle 
a best-of-three-match contest in Philadelphia. 
The first match is a fall-counts-anywhere bout, 
the second is a stretcher match, and the third 
is a cage match. 

September 10: Ric Flair wrestles his first WWF 
bout, causing Jim Powers to submit to the fig- 
ure-four leglock in Cornwall, Ontario. 

October: Ralston Purina Co. launches WWF 

СЖ Superstars cereal in television commercials 

DR. GEORGE ZAHORIAN JUNE 27, 1991) broadcast on the West Coast. 














October 23: The first-ever match between WWF World champion Hulk Hogan and Ric 
Flair takes place in Dayton, Ohio; Flair wins the bout by countout. 

December 6: Dynamite Kid, best known as part of The British Bulldogs tag team with 
Davey Boy Smith, announces his retirement from the ring during a ceremony in 
Budokan, Japan. 





January 20: Dino Bravo wrestles his last match before кесігі iia The анса 
at The Forum in Montreal. 

February 8: Kerry Von Erich is arrested in Richardson, Texas, for attempting to falsify 
two drug prescriptions; shortly after he is released on $6,000 bond, his father, Fritz 
Von Erich, says that Kerry would be entering a drug rehabilitation program. 

March 2: Two top-ranking WWF officials—Pat Patterson and Terry Garvin—resign their 
positions on the heels of allegations of sexual misconduct leveled by former WWF 
employees, wrestler Barry Orton, a former front office worker, and two former ring 
attendants. 

March 6: Former WWF star Paul Roma's pro boxing debut results in a fourth-round loss 
to Jerry Arentzen in Callicoon, New York, when Roma's manager, Kevin Rooney, 
throws in the towel. 

March 13: WWF head Vince McMahon appears оп CNN's Larry King Live to address 
allegations of sexual misconduct and steroid abuse in the WWF. McMahon says the 
allegations of sexual misconduct are “a bunch of bunk.” 

March 16: The WWF denies allegations of sexual misconduct within its — 
and promises to conduct its own investi- рт 2 x 
galion into the charges. "We do not 
believe the charges in these stories to be 
true," the statement says, in part, "and 
we are so outraged that we have asked 
our attorneys to determine what legal 
action might be appropriate.” 

April 1: Former WWF star Paul Roma 
scores his first win as a pro boxer, a 47- 
second TKO victory over Norman Fortini 
in Randolph, Massachusetts. 

April 4: The USA Network debuts WBF Body 
Stars, Titan Sports’ new weekly bodybuild- 
ing program; the show features former 
WCW World champion Lex Luger. 

May 30: After 68 years in the wrestling 
promoting business, Don Owen relin- 
quishes control of Pacific Northwest 
Wrestling and says goodbye to the fans. 

July 31: WWF World champion Randy 
Savage appears on The Arsenio Hall Show 
and admits that he experimented with 
steroids, pointing out that the muscle- 
enhancing drugs were legal when he did so. 

September 2: WCW's Clash of the 
Champions XX celebrates 20 years of 
wrestling on TBS. It also marks the last l ЖЕ 
U.S. appearance of Andre the Giant. SEPTEMBER 2, 1992 
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October 1: Kerry Von Erich is sentenced 
on six felony counts of prescription 
forgery. He receives a 10-year sus- 
pended sentence, 10 years of super- 
vised probation, and a $6,000 fine. 

October 30: Eric Embry suffers a badly 
bruised liver and severe ligament 
and cartilage damage to his left knee 
when his car is run off the road in 
Beaver Dam, Kentucky. 
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January 29: The WWF donates 
$100,000 to relief efforts in Somalia 
during a ceremony at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden. 

February 21: Ric Flair returns to WCW, 
at SuperBrawl Ill in Asheville, North 
Carolina, after approximately 18 
months of competing in the WWF. 

May 28: Riki Choshu suffers a broken bone around the rim of his right eye as the result 
of a Kengo Kimura elbowdrop during a match in Tokyo, Japan. 

June 12: Jushin Liger suffers a broken left leg in a match against 2 Cold Scorpio in 
Chigasaki, Japan. 

July 4: Lex Luger bodyslams Yokozuna on 
the deck of the U.S.S. Intrepid in New 
York City. 

August 28: The Mexico-based AAA 
organization runs a card at the Los 
Angeles Sports Arena that draws 
more than 17,000 fans—and turns 
away nearly 8,000 fans at the door. 

October 28: An early morning brawl at 
the Moat House Hotel in Blackburn, 
England, takes place between Sid 
Vicious and Arn Anderson. Both men 
are rushed to a local hospital. 
Anderson receives approximately 20 
stab wounds from a pair of scissors, 
while Vicious suffers four puncture 
wounds. 

November 12: Jerry Lawler is indicted 
on charges of rape and sodomy 
involving a 13-year-old girl in 
Louisville, Kentucky, facing a maxi- 
mum of 41 years in prison if convict- 
ed. All charges were subsequently 
dropped. 

November 18: WWF head Vince 
McMahon is indicted on charges of 
possession of anabolic steroids and 








JANUARY 29, 1993 





JULY 4, 1993 
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conspiracy to distribute ana- 
bolic steroids, facing up to 
eight years in prison and a 
fine of $500,000 if convicted 


on both counts. 







February 28: Promoter Jim 

Crockett holds a taping їп 

New York for a new venture 

entitled World Wrestling 

Network. Stars appearing at 

the taping include Sabu, 

Terry Funk, Road Warrior 

Hawk, Public Enemy, Jake 

Roberts, and Missy Hyatt. 

March: All-Japan women offers disgraced U.S. Olympic figure skater Tonya Harding 
100-million yen—approximately $2-million—to sign as a wrestler. 

March 16: Two-thirds of Cactus Jack's right ear is severed when he becomes entangled 
in the ropes during a match in Germany against Big Van Vader. 

April 13: Jesse Ventura is awarded $809,958 by a federal jury in St. Paul, Minnesota, as 
the result of a lawsuit against Titan Sports, parent company of the WWF. All but $8,625 
was for royalties on videotapes on which Ventura did color commentary. Ventura origi- 
nally sought $2-million in the case. 

April 29: Charles Austin, a preliminary wrestler 
left paralyzed after a 1990 WWF tag team 
match in Tampa, Florida, against The Rockers, is 
awarded $26.7-million in a lawsuit against the 
federation. 

June 9: Fred Blassie, Bobo Brazil, James Dudley, 
Gorilla Monsoon, Buddy Rogers, Arnold 
Skaaland, and Chief Jay Strongbow are induct- 
ed into the WWF Hall of Fame during cere- 
monies at the Omni Inner Harbor Hotel in 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

June 11: Hulk Hogan signs with WCW. 

July 5: The trial of WWF head Vince McMahon on 
steroid distribution charges occurs in Uniondale, 
New York. 

July 22: WWF head Vince McMahon is acquitted of 
conspiracy to distribute steroids to wrestlers follow- 
ing 16 hours of jury deliberations. The announce- 
ment of the decision, at a federal courtroom in 
Uniondale, New York, saw spectators applaud. 

August 27: Eastern Championship Wrestling 
renames itself Extreme Championship 
Wrestling. 

December 3: After more than a decade of competing ET қ 
in the WWF, “Macho Man” Randy Savage makes id 
his WCW debut on a live broadcast of WCW 
Saturday Night. 
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December 16: Frank Сокћ dies of uremic poisoning; he was 39. 





heat 25: Earl Caddock dies at his home in Walnut, lowa, following « a Бену ilness; 
was 62. 





May: Curtis "Spike" Peterson suffers a fractured neck in a заре қола Som Abraham 

and dies in Richland Center, Wisconsin. 

July: Jeanette Wolf, adopted daughter of women's world champion Mildred Burke, dies 
following а tag team match in Ohio. Her death is blamed on a stomach rupture and a 
blood clot on the brain, sustained i перен bout; she was 18. 





June: Doris Von Erich 's brother, David, dies on ерла table while T deu. om 
for a brain tumor. 









Jack Von Erich Jr. dies from electrocution; he was seven. 





расы 25 "Gorgeous" George Wagner dies in чул аттара ong 
ging at his ارت‎ apartment; he was 48. 





January 16: After wrestling a match in Georgia, Yukon Eric эке into a church doe - 
way in Cartersville, Georgia, and commits suicide by shooting himself with a .22 
caliber pistol; he was 41. 








pei 7: Ed К Lewis dies at his home in Mags Choe рн 






September 23: Stanislaus ey dies at his home in St. doe ша һе ae " 





July 2: “Iron” Mike DiBiase, father of “Million-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase, dies in the ring f'a a 
heart attack following a match in Lubbock, Texas, against Man Mountain Mike. 





JUR 16: Wrestler Alberto Torres dies at Immanuel Hospital in — — he X 


result of internal i injuries suffered during a June 13 match in Verdigre, Nebraska. 
July 23: Hercules Cortez, at the time the AWA World tag team champion (with Red Bastien), 
is killed in an auto accident in Minnesota. 
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June 30: Former NCAA wrestling champion and Olympic bronze EC IT 
dies at his home in Story City, lowa; he was 29. 








12: Legendary "Manager Of Champions" The Grand Wizard dies in his sleep of 
heart attack at his home in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida; he was 54. 








February 10: David Von Erich dies in his sleep in a hotel room in vibe кет prey h the 
victim of acute enteritis, a severe inflammation of the intestines; ke Wê 25 
May: Vince McMahon Sr. dies. 


August 2: Argentina Apollo dies. 





January 21: Eddie Graham dies of a self-inflicted gunshot wound at his em in Beoch 
Park, Florida; he was 55. 
March 8: Bull Curry dies; he was 70. 
May 4: Pioneering wrestling journalist Dan Shocket dies of cancer; he was 35. 
: 1: Jay Youngblood dies in New Zealand after suffering a ruptured spleen 
and three heart attacks; he was 30. 
November 1: Rick McGraw dies in New Haven, Connecticut; he was 30. 





"mem Gino Hernandez is found dead in his North Dallas, йт home, "ESO pm 
acule cocaine overdose; he was 29. 
March 24: Warren Bockwinkel, former wrestler and close friend to Lou Thesz, dies following a 
battle with Alzheimer’s disease; he was 74. 
teh Eee екен ci ne eee Eee 


j X lm "r 


February 16: Georgia wrestling TEP AAN LG asf AAP DARE AE 

April 12: Mike Von Erich commits suicide by overdosing оп the tranquilizer Placidyl; he was 23. 

August 24: Malcolm “King Kong" Kirk dies in the ring during а match ogainst “Big 
Daddy” Shirley Crabtree in Great Yarmouth, England. The 336-pound Crabtree was in 
charge of the match at the 10-minute mark. He slammed Kirk and moved in for a big 
splash. The ring doctor and several medics ran into the ring when they noticed Kirk wasn't 
moving. кат Bee but weren't successful. 








July 4: Wrestlers Adrian Adonis, Pat Kelly, and "Canadian — Deve Ме Kigney 
are killed when the mini-van driven by wrestler Mike Kelly (who escaped with his 
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life and a badly crushed leg) plunged over a diff and into a lake in Lewisporte, Newfoundland. 


July 17: Bruiser Brody is stabbed to death in a dressing room prior to a wrestling card in 


Bayamon, Puerto Rico; he was 42. Wrestler Jose Gonzales is charged with first-degree 
murder on November 2 and later acquitted. 
September 6; Wrestler Leroy Brown dies in a Savannah, Georgia, hospital; he was 38. 
September 9: Wrestler and promoter Leroy McGuirk dies at his home in Claremore, 
Oklahoma; he was 78. 





чэй 18: Legendary woman wrestler Mildred Burke, instrumental | in үтте екі 
of female competitors, dies; she was 73. 
March 7: Longtime wrestling promoter Paul Boesch dies at his home in Houston, Texas; he was 76. 
September 7: “Argentinian Bull’ Eduardo Perez dies at his home in Tampa, Florida; he was 61. 
December 7: William D. “Haystacks” Calhoun, the 601-pound grappler from Morgan’s 
Corner, Arkansas, dies at North Texas Medical Center following a lengthy battle 
with diabetes; he was 55. 





January 7: Bronko Nagurski, two-time former NWA World кеме and pro football 
Hall Of Famer, dies in a nursing home in International Falls, Minnesota; he was 81. 

February 4: Two-time former NWA World champion Whipper Watson dies at his home in 
Orlando, Florida; he was 74. 

February 15: Mark Tendler, promoter and president of the East Coast-based Wrestling 
Stars International, dies two days after being shot outside the bar he co-owns in 
Wading River, New York: he was 55. 

April 18: Legendary Mexican star Gory Guerrero, father of Mando, Hector, and Chavo 
Guerrero, dies in El Paso, Texas. 

August 16: Former NWA World champion and beloved Kansas City and St, Louis promoter 
Pat O'Connor dies of cancer at his St. Louis home; he was 65. 

December 31: Ed "The Bull" Ganiner dies at his parents’ home in Tampa, Florida, and 
police later rule the death a suicide, as published reports say that Сапіпег was 
T: following a lengthy bout with kidney disease; he was 31. 





Rr Dus беліне Турл Г crie opos Never: he was 70. 

August 25: Legendary woman wrestler Vivian Vachon and her daughter, Julie, are killed in 
a head-on automobile collision in Montreal, Quebec; Vivian was 40. 

September 12: Chris Von Erich commits suicide by nine-millimeter pistol gunshot in 
Edom, Texas; he was 21. 

October 31: Gene Anderson, brother and Minnesota Wrecking Crew tag team partner of 
Ole Anderson, dies of a heart attack while attending a law enforcement training 
class in Huntersville, North Carolina; he was 58. 

November 10: Dick Afflis, known professionally as Dick the Bruiser, dies while lifting 
weights at his vacation home near Tampa, Florida; he was 62. 

December 27: Veteran AWA and WWA star Wilbur Snyder dies of heart failure at 
Broward County Hospital in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida; he was 62. 





re 7 Thirteen-year veteran “Mad Dog” Buzz Sawyer dies | in hic arcis т” Е; 
Sacramento, California; he was 32. 
February 19: Tojo Yamamoto commits suicide with a .25-caliber automatic pistol at his 





Wrestling: Obituaries 121 





apartment in Hermitage, Tennessee. Those close to him say he was despondent over 
his failing health: He had been forced to leave the sport about five months earlier 
after developing kidney disease and severe diabetes; he was 65. 

April 20: Longtime wrestling and boxing ring announcer Jimmy Lennon Sr., who 
ріні xe, ke ery enn it deals ea a but also in movies 
such as Main Event, Rocky ІІ, and Raging Bull, dies of heart failure at St. John’s 
Hospital in Santa Monica, California; he was 79. 

June 26: Former WWE and NWA World champion Buddy Rogers dies in Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida, four days after suffering two strokes. 

June 30: Ston Frazier, who also competed under the names Uncle Elmer, Kamala II and 
The Convict, dies as the result of complications from diabetes at his home near 
Biloxi, Mississippi; he was 54. 

September 24 : Roy Heffeman, one of the original Fabulous Kangaroos (with Al Cos - 
tello), dies of a heart attack at St. George Hospital in Sydney, Australia; he was 67. 

November 25: Freddie Miller, longtime wrestling announcer on SuperStation WTBS, dies of 
a heart attack at his home near Atlanta; he was 65. 






January 27: Andre the Giant, whose real name is Andre Rene Roussimof, dies of a 
heart attack while in France to attend the funeral of his father; he was 46. 

February 18: Kerry Von Erich commits suicide by gunshot from a .44-caliber handgun, 
one day after being indicted on a cocaine possession charge; he was 33. 

March 11: Dino Bravo is murdered gangland-style while sitting in the living room of his 
Laval, Quebec, home (police subsequently find 17 empty bullet shell casings]; he was 44. 

March 25: Longtime Minnesota boxing and wrestling promoter Wally Karbo dies of a 
heart attack at his home in Bloomington, Minnesota; he was 77. 

June 14: Don Kent, who competed with Al Costello as one of The Fabulous Kangaroos, 
dies following a lengthy bout with leukemia; he was 61. 

October 26: Mexican EMLL wrestler Oro suffers a brain aneurysm after being chopped in 
the chest and falling to the mat during the first fall of a match at Arena Coliseo in 
Mexico City, Mexico, pitting Oro, La Fira, & Brazo De Plata against Kahos, Jacquemate, 
Dr. Wagner Jr. The match continued into the second fall before medics removed Oro from 
the ring and pronounced him dead. 

November 13: Rufus R. Jones suffers a heart attack while deer hunting and dies near his 
home in Kansas City, Missouri; he was 60. 

December 13: Larry Cameron dies alter suffering a heart attack during a bout in Bremen, 

У usa Clair; he was 41. 





Janvary 14: Former wrestler and promoter “Slammin’” Sam PTE Ms eere in 
many films such as The Wrestler and Mighty Joe Young, dies in Illinois; he was 79. 

March 9: Wrestling manager Eddie Creatchman, who began his career as a referee and 
helped guide the careers of Abdullah the Butcher, Kamala, and The Sheik, dies of a 
heart attack in Montreal; he was 66. 

May 23: Ray Candy, who competed with Leroy Brown in the tag team known as The 
Zambuie Express, dies of a heart attack in Decatur, Georgia; he was 43. 

July 4: WWF referee Joey Marella, the son of WWF broadcaster Gorilla Monsoon, dies in an 
automobile accident in Burlington Country, New Jersey; he was 30. 

September 1: Boris Malenko dies following a four-month struggle with cancer; he was 61. 
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THE 10 BIGGEST CROWDS 





IN PRO WRESTLING HISTORY] 


ATTENDANCE DATE LOCATION SITE 


190,000* 

150,000* 04-28-95 

93,173 03-29-87 

80,355 08-29-92 

74,080 08-28-86 

67,678 04-01-90 
(64500 03-21-91 


04-29-95 Pyongyang, 


North Korea Stadium 


Pyongyang, 


Mayday 


North Korea Stadium 


Pontiac, 
Michigan 


London, 
England 


Toronto, 


Ontario 


Toronto, 
Ontario 


Pontiac 


Silverdome 


Wembley 
Stadium 


. Exhibition 


Stadium 


The 
SkyDome 





ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


This card, and the April 28 card, below 
were part of the th ongyar 
International Sports And Culture Festive 
For Peace. The live gate was approxime 

ly $8.5-million. In the main event, / 
Inoki defeated Ric Flair іп 14:52 of t 
ever meeting of the two legendary 


See note, above. The live gate was approx- 
imately $7-million. In the main event, 
[WGP champion Shinya Hashimoto battled 
to a 20-minute draw against Scott Norton. 


This was the WWF's WrestleMania ІШ. 


pay-per-view event. The live gate 





approximately $1.6-million. In the nal 
event, Hulk Hogan retained his World. 


title by pinning Andre The Giant. 


This was the WWF's SummerSlam '92 pay- 
per-view event. The live gate was approxi- 
mately $2.7-million. In the main event, WWF 
World champion Randy Savage retained 
his title against The Ultimate Warrior. Also 
on the card: The British Bulldog captured the 
Intercontinental title from Bret Hart. 


The live gate was approximately $1.2-mil- 
lion (Canadian). In the main event, WWF 
World champion Hulk Hogan mess 


his title successfully via disqualifi 
against "Mr. Wonderful" Poul © Orndorff. 


This was the WWF's WrestleMania VI pay- 
per-view card. The live was approxi- 
mately $4-million (Canadian). In the main 
event, The Ultimate Warrior pinned Hulk 
Hogan to capture the WWF World title 





: The live. gote was ap or се | 
i %> p _ 72. T ы : : pur ic : F | sumi. 
кілем несе e ce eed inomi ard WOW World c 


Flair battled to а no-contest. 


















ATTENDANCE DATE LOCATION SITE 
| = Юра Dome 
63,500* 01-04-93 Tokyo, Tokyo 
Japan Dome 
62,500* 01-04-95 Tokyo, Tokyo 
| Japon Dome 


‘estimated figure | 


The Tokyo Dome, most prevalent site on our 
top 10 list, has been host to many cards draw- 
ing crowds of 55-60,000 fans. On April 2, 
1995, for example, 13 promotions in Japan 
got together for a cooperative card that drew 
about 60,000 fans. Comparable crowds were 
on hand in the Dome on January 4, 1994 
(main event: Genichiro Tenryu pinned Antonio 
Inoki), January 4, 1992 (main event: Riki 
Choshu pinned Tatsumi Fujinami), November 
29, 1989 (main event: Akira Maeda defeated 
former Olympic judo medalist Willie Wilhelm 
via submission), and April 24, 1989 (1972 
Olympic judo medalist Shota Chochoshivili 
defeated Antonio Inoki in the fifth round of a 
scheduled 10-round bout). 

The Fukuoka Dome in Japan has also been 
the site of some significant crowds, most recent- 
ly 55,000 fans on May 3, 1993 (main event: 
Antonio Inoki & Tatsumi Fujinami defeat Riki 
Choshu & Genichiro Тепгуч). 

In Mexico, the April 30, 1993, Triple Mania 
event headlined by a retirement bout that saw 
Cien Caras defeat Konnan via countout drew 
about 48,000 fans to Plaza de Toros in Mexico 
City, Mexico. 

In the United States, with the exception of 
the cards noted in our top 10, some significant 
attendance figures include: 62,167 at the 
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The live gate was approximately $4-mil- 
lion. This card took place one night before 
the Mike Tyson-Buster Douglas bout in the 
`` same building, which drew approximate- 
_ у half as many fans. In the main event, 
Antonio Inoki & Seiji Sakaguchi came out 
of retirement to defeat Shinya Hashimoto 

& Masa Chono. 


The live gate was approximately $3.5- 
million. In the main event, Genichiro 


Tenryu defeated Riki Choshu. 


The live gate was approximately $4.8- 

million. In the main event, IWGP heavy- 
weight champion Shinya Hashimoto 
defeated Kensuke Sasaki. 


OTHER CROWDS AND CARDS OF NOTE 





Hoosier Dome in indian Indiana, on 
April 5, 1992, for WrestleMania VIII ... 
43,517 at Texas Stadium in Irving, Texas, on 
May 6, 1984, to see Kerry Von Erich capture 
the NWA World title from Ric Flair ... approx- 
imately 42,000 at Shea Stadium in New York 
on June 25, 1976, to see Bruno Sammartino 
defeat Stan Hansen, Andre the Giant defeat 
boxer Chuck Wepner, and the closed circuit 
broadcast from Japan of Muhammad Ali vs. 
Antonio Inoki ... 40,671 at Shea Stadium іп 
New York on August 9, 1980, to see Bruno 
Sammartino defeat Larry Zbyszko in a cage 
match, and Andre the Giant pin Hulk Hogan. 

Prior to what many term “the modern era” 
of pro wrestling, a card at Chicago’s Comiskey 
Park drew 38,622 fans to see Buddy Rogers 
defeat Pat O'Connor for the NWA World title; 
the live gate of $141,345 was a record at the 
time. And on September 20, 1934, 35,265 
fans flocked to Wrigley Field in Chicago to see 
NWA World champion Jim Londos defeanded 
his title against Ed “Strangler” Lewis. 

Finally, there has been a often-reported (but 
never verified) account of 100,000 flocking to 
Athens Olympic Stadium in 1934 to see Jim 
Londos defend his world title against a Russian 
challenger; reportedly, 30,000 fans were 
turned away from the event. 
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ТАТ ke 
HISTORIES 


On the pages that follow, you'll find a comprehensive listing of champions for sev- 
eral of the sport's major titles, both current and defunct. The information we've gath- 
ered comes from our own computer and text files; reference sources such as several 
decades worth of newspaper reports and ren prog, and a superlative reference 

I 


tool, Wrestling Title Histories (Third Edition], by Royal Duncan and Gary Will 
(for information on that volume, contact Royal Duncan, 7600 N. Galena Road, Peoria, 
Illinois 61615). Please note that in many of the listings, additions have been made and 
errors have been corrected from previously published versions of the various title histo- 
ries in Pro Wrestling illustrated. and our sister publications. Future editions of the 
Almanac will continue to add to and modify these listings to provide the most accurate 
and comprehensive information available. Listings for currently active championships 
are updated through December 8, 1995. [Note: Smoky Mountain folded too close to 
press time to be cbe to shift listings for those titles from the active to inactive pages.] 


SECTION ONE 
CURRENTLY ACTIVE CHAMPIONSHIPS 


WWF WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 














New York, NY. — 


WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Buddy Rogers ^ ^ ^ Mew York, NY2 "05-17-63; 

Bruno Sammartino New York, NY 01-18-71 

Pedro Morales Philadelphia, PA 12-01-73 


712-1073 


Superstar Graham Bruno Sammartino Baltimore, MD. 04-30-77 
The Iron Sheik Bob Backlund New York, МҮЗ 12-26-83 
Hulk Hogan Thedron Sheik ` New York, NY4 . 01-23-84 
Andre the Giant Hulk Hogan Indianapolis, ІМ5 02-05-88 
RondySevoge ^. led DiBiase . AllonicCiy,NJ6 ^ 0327.88 
Hulk Hogan » Randy Savage Atlantic City, М) 04-02-89 
The Ultimate Warrior ^... Hulk Hogan Toronto, Ontario . 04-01-90 
The Ultimate Warrior Miami, FL 01-19-91 


Sgt. Slaughter 57 ! Warri 











The Undertoker Hulk Hogan Detroit, MI 11-27-91 
Ric Flair _ үв 01-19-92 





Bret F 





Yokozuna 








polis IN 
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WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DAE 
Bret Hart Yokozuna New York, NY10 03-20-94 
Bob Backlund | Венай ` ` San Antonio, TX! © 11-23-94 
Diesel Bob Backlund New York, NY 11-26-94 
Bret Hat — Diesel 3 Landover, MD 11-19-95 


ІВиаду Rogers won a tournament іп April 1963 in Rio de Janiero, Brazil, to become the first 


WWWF champion; he defeated Antonino Rocca in the final. 


2The match lasted 48 seconds. Buddy Rogers submitted following several dropkicks, a bearhug, 


and a backbreaker. 


3Bob Backlund, whose back had been injured Бу The Iron Sheik just days before this bout, was 
caught in the camel clutch. His manager, Arnold Skaaland, threw in the towel at the 11:50 mark. 


4Time of the match: 5:40. 


5Andre The Giant scored a controversial pinfall when Hulk Hogan lifted his shoulder at the two- 
count, but referee Earl Hebner (the twin brother of assigned referee Dave Hebner) continued the 
count. Andre’s reign as champion lasted less than two minutes, as he then gave the belt to Ted 
DiBiase; WWF President Jack Tunney later ruled that transaction invalid, vacated the title, and 
ordered a tournament held for WrestleMania IV. 
éThis was a tournament final at WrestleMania IV. Time of the match: 9:27. 
7WWF President Jack Tunney was at ringside for the bout, but was knocked unconscious by 
the interfering Ric Flair, Undertaker’s manager, Paul Bearer, also interfered by attempting to 
hit Hulk Hogan with his urn. Hogan ducked, and Bearer hit Undertaker instead. Hogan grab- 
bed the urn, threw ashes in Undertaker's face, then pinned him. The following day, Tunney 
declared the title vacant, with a new champion to be determined at the January 19, 1992, 


Royal Rumble. 


8Ric Flair won the title by winning the 30-man Royal Rumble. 


?This was WrestleMania IX. Bret Hart had Yokozuna in the sharpshooter leglock. Mr. Fuji threw 
salt in Наг? eyes, enabling Yokozuna to make the pin. Hulk Hogan came to the ring, made an 
impromptu challenge to Yokozuna, and the two wrestled, Fuji tried throwing salt again during the 


match with Hogan, hit Yokozuna instead, and Hogan scored the title-winning pin in just 25 sec- 
опо. Total length of Yokozuna's reign: 2:07. 


10Roddy Piper was special referee for the bout. Time of the match: 10:31. 


WWF INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE 





WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Ken Patera — . Pat Patterson? _ New York, NY 04-21-80 
Pedro Morales Ken Patera New York, NY 12-08-80 
Magnificent Muraco Pedro Morales Philadelphia, PA 06-20-81 

Pedro Morales Magnificent Muraco New York, NY 11-23-81 

Magnificent Muraco — . Pedro Morales | New York, NY |. 01-22-83 
Tito Santana Magnificent Muraco Boston, MA 02-11-84 
Greg Valentine Tito Santana | | London, Ontario 09-24-84 
Tito Santana Greg Valentine Baltimore, MD 07-06-85 
Rick Steamboat Randy Savage ` Pontiac, MI 03-29-87 
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3 стр 26-91 


; А 011792. | 






Trois-Rivieres, Quebec 
— Nashville, TN 
Winnipeg, Manitobaé 


25, Razor Ramon 





Razor Ramon 


Dean учса 





"08-29-94 
^. 01-22-95 


04-26-95 


5 05-19-95 


05-22-95 
07-23-95 
10-22-95 


1Раї Patterson won а September 1979 tournament in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, to become the first 


Intercontinental champion. 


2This was a tournament final. The Ultimate Warrior was stripped of the title by WWF President 
Jack Tunney shortly after his WrestleMania VI WWF World title win over Hulk Hogan. 

3Razor Ramon and Rick Martel were the last two competitors left in a 20-man battle royal to deter- 
mine the top contenders to the title. Shawn Michaels was stripped of the title by WWF President 
Jack Tunney, who read a statement prior to the battle royal claiming the action was due to 


Michaels having failed “to meet certain contractual obligations.” 


4The title had been held up earlier in the evening as the result of a controversial match between 


Jeff Jarrett and Bob Holly. This rematch filled the title vacancy. 
5This was a ladder match. 


6Shawn Michaels was forced to forfeit the title to Dean Douglas at this In Your house pay-per-view 


due to an injury that occurred a week earlier. 





WWE WORLD TAG TEAM TITLE 


(NOTE: The World Wrestling Federation was formed in 1963; the WWF tag team title was 
known as the United States tag team title until 1967, when the title became vacant because Bruno 


Sammartino (whose tag team championship partner at the time was Spiros Arion) was 
defend both the U.S. tag team title and the WWF heavyweight title. From 1969 through 


unable to 
1971, the 


tile was known as the WWWF International tag team title. In late-1971, the championship 


became known as the WWWF World tag team title.) 

















Mark ен & Don Curfis lw 


Eddie & Dr. Jerry Graham | 
Red & Lou Bastien — 
Eddie & Dr. Jerry Graham 
Red & Lou Bastien 


Red & Lou Bastien 


Al Costello & Roy Heffernan | 


Johnny Valentine & 
rs 


Buddy Re 
Al Costello & Roy Heffernan 


Johnny Valentine & 
“Cowboy” Bob Ellis 
Buddy rs & 
Ru tin Bored 
Buddy Austin & 
The Great Scott | 
Skull Murphy & 2 
Brute Bernard 
Killer Kowalski & 
Gorilla Monsoon 
Chris & John Tolos 


Vittorio Apollo & Don McClarly 


Dr. Jerry Graham & 
Crazy Luke Graham 
Gene Kiniski & 
Waldo Von Erich 
Gorilla Monsoon & | 
Dan & Dr. Bill Miller 


Johnny Valentine & 
Antonio Pugliese 

Baron Mikel Scicluna & 
Smasher Sloan 

Spiros Arion & — 
Antonio Әбен 

Lou Albano & Tony Altimore 


Spiros Arion & _ 
Bruno Sa 





Victor Rivera & Tuy — 





“Соғу” "Lube гата & | 


Tarzan Tyler® 


WON FROM | 


Buddy Austin & 


` Victor Rivera & Tony 


Eddie & Dr. Jerry Graham - 
Mark Lewin & Don Curtis — 


Eddie & Dr. Jerry Graham 


` Red & Lou Bastien 


Eddie & Dr. Jerry Graham 
Red & Lou Bastien | 


Al Costello & Roy Heffernan | 


Red & Lou Bastien. 
Al Costello & Roy Heller 


Johnny Valentine & _ 
Chief Big Heart? 


Al Costello & Roy Heffernan 


. Johnny Valentine & 


"Cowboy" lic Elis 
Buddy Rogers & 
"Handsome" John Barend 


The Great Scott 
Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard 


Killer Kowalski & 


Gorilla Monsoon 
Chris & John Tolos 
Vittorio Apollo & 

Don McClarty 
Dr. Jerry Graham & 

Crazy Luke Graham 
Gene Kiniski & 


` Waldo Von Erich | 


Gorilla Monsoon & 
Cowboy Bill Watts 


. Dan & Dr. Bill Miller 


Johnny Valentine & 
„Antonio Pugliese | 


БЕ og 
Spiros Arion & 
Arnold Skaaland? 


‘tou Albano & Топу Altimore | 


Professor алоіа & 
Mitsu Arakawa“ 


Dick The Bruiser & The Sheik 


Title Histories: WWE Intercontinental/World Tag Team 


New Haven, Ст. 
New Haven, CT 
Chicago, IL 


Washington, DC 





Teaneck, NJ - 


© Washington, DC. 
жаш DC 
i. Washington, DC 
i Washington, DC 
d Washington, Dc И. 
ооо BC 
Teaneck, NC 


DR Haven, Cr 


Washington, DC 


Washington, ӘС. 


Wa shington, DC 


` Мем York, NY 


ози оп, DC 


Washington, DC 
“Allantic City, NJ - 
em is d n 


Мем York, NY | 


New Orleans, LÀ 
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` 12-27-58 


. 05-27-59 
04-02-60 


— 04-16-60 


04-23-60 
07-21-60 
08-08-60 





` 08-24-60 


11-19-60 


` 01-11-62 


. 07-05-62 


03-07-63 


11-14-63 


“0248-64 


1964 


баса 65. 


07-22 2-65 


. 02-21-66 


09-22-66 


^ 07-10-67 
_ 072467 


` 06-15-70 
06-22-71 
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WON BY 
Karl Gotch & Rene Goulet 


Baron Mikel Scicluna & 
King Curtis 

Chief Jay Strongbow & 
Sonny King 


Professor Tanaka & Mr. Fuji 


Tony Garea & 
Haystacks Calhoun 
Professor Tanaka & Mr. Fuji 


Tony Garea & Dean Ho 
Jimmy & Johnny Valiant 
Victor Rivera & 
Dominic DeNucci 
Blackjack Mulligan & 
Blackjack Lanza 
Tony Parisi & Louis Cerdan 
The Executioners® 


Chief Jay Strongbow & 
Billy White Wolf? 


Professor Tanaka & Mr. Fuji!® 


Dominic DeNucci & 

Dino Bravo 
The Yukon Lumberjacks 
Tony Garea & Larry Zbyszko 
Johnny & Jerry Valiant 
уап Putski & Tito Santana 
The Samoans 


WON FROM 

"Crazy" Luke Graham & 
Tarzan Tyler 

Karl Gotch & Rene Goulet 


Baron Mikel Scicluna & 
King Curtis 

Chief Jay Strongbow & 
Sonny King 

Professor Tanaka & Mr. Fuji 


Tony Garea & 

Haystacks Calhoun 
Professor Tanaka & Mr. Fuji 
Tony Garea & Dean Ho 
Jimmy & Johnny Valiant 


“Irish” Pat Barrett & 
Dominic DeNucci7 
Blackjack Mulligan & 
jack Lanza 
Tony Parisi & Louis Cerdan 


Tony Garea & Larry Zbyszko 
Professor Tanaka & Mr. Fuji 


Dominic DeNucci & Dino Bravo 


The Yukon Lumberjacks 
Tony Garea & Larry Zbyszko 
Johnny & Jerry Valiant 

уап Putski & Tito Santana 


LOCATION 
New York, NY 


Philadelphia, PA 
New York, NY 
Philadelphia, PA 
Hamburg, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Hamburg, PA 
Hamburg, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 


Philadelphia, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 


Philadelphia, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 


New York, NY 
Allentown, PA 
Allentown, PA 
New York, NY 
Philadelphia, PA 


DATE 
12-06-71 


02-01-72 
05-22-72) 
06-27-72 
05-30-73 
09-11-73 
11-14-73 
05-08-74 
05-13-75 
08-26-75 
11-08-75 


05-11-76 
12-07-76 


09-27-77 
03-14-78 


06-26-78 
11-21-78 
03-06-79 
10-22-79 
04-12-80 





THE SAMOANS 


ZERO a 
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Moondogs 
Tony Garea & Rick Martel 
Mr. Fuji & Mar. Saito 
Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito 


& Chief Jay Strongbow 


The Samoans 
Tony Atlas & Rocky Johnson 
Adrian Adonis & 
Dick Murdoch 
Mike Rotundo & 
Barry Windham 
Iron Sheik & 

Nikolai Volkoff 
Mike Rotundo & 
Barry Windham 
Brutus Beefcake & 

Greg Valentine 


The British Bulldogs 


The Hart Foundation 


The Nasty Boys 

The Legion of Doom 

Ted DiBiase & 
Irwin R. سی ی‎ 


Ted DiBiase & 





- — r» LO MR 


Irwin R. Schyster 
koci mies 


The Quebecers = 





WON FROM | I DATE. 
Tony Garea & Rene Goulet Allentown, PAZ 09-09-80 
` The Samoans ٠ Philadelphia, PA 11-08-80 
Tony Garea & Rick Martel Allentown, PA 03-17-81 
The ogs = Allentown, PA 07-21-81 
Топу Garea & Rick Martel Allentown, PA 10-13-81 
Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito New York, NY 06-28-82 
Jules ^ Chief Jay Sirongbow Allentown, PA 07-13-82 
Мг. Fuji & Mar. Saito Allentown, PA 10-26-82 
Jules & Chief Jay Strongbow Allentown, PA 03-08-83 
The Samoans | Allentown, PA 11-15-83 
Tony Atlas & Hamburg, PA 04-17-84 
Rocky Johnson 
Adrian Adonis & Hartford, CT 01-21-85 
Mike Rotundo & New York, NY 03-31-85 
Barry Windham 
гоп Sheik & ыо Volkoff ` Poughkeepsie, NY 06-17-85 
Mike тереге & Philadelphia, PA 08-24-85 
Barry Windham | "rw. 
Brutus Beefcake & ` Rosemont, Ш | — 04-07-86 
Тһе British Bulldogs Tampa, FL 01-26-87 
Тһе Hart Foundation. Syracuse, NY - 10-27-87 
Rick Martel & Tito Santana Atlantic City, NJ 03-27-88 
Demolition = .. Worcester, МА 07-18-89 
Arn Anderson & Wheeling, WV 10-02-89 
Tully Blanchard QA 
Demolition = Huntsville, AL 12-13-89 
Andre the Giant & Haku Toronto, Ontario || 04-01-90 
The Hart Foundation Los Angeles, CA 03-24-91 
The Legion of Doom Denver, CO 02-07-92 
Ted DiBiase & - 22 Worcester, MA 07-20-92 
Eonhquake & Typhoon Regina, Saskatchewan 10-13-92 
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Меп 1 On A Mission | The cepere ý 03. 29- 2 
The Quebeces Men On A Mission - | с 03-31-94 
Тһе Headshrinkers | Тһе Quebecers 04-26-94 
Bob Holy 8 Тһе | 2- 3 Kid's Borii Bann Bigelow 8 gray 

The Smokin’ | Bob Holly & The 1-2-3 Kid Palmetto, E 

Owen Hart & тонер The Smokin’ Gunns CX 7 Ной Т 

T) ap E M ichaels — | ; +& Үс LS T TERT NM ET EC CET T ETT 





The Smokin’ Gunns wei Hart & Yokozuna Grand Rapids, M м4 09-25- 95 


1Алїюпїпо Rocca and Miguel Perez were the first U.S. tag team titlists. 

?Buddy Rogers had left Johnny Valentine and the title; Valentine chose Chief Big Heart as his partner. 

3Antonio Pugliese left the United States in June 1967; Spiros Arion chose Arnold Skaaland as his 
championship partner. 

4Professor Tanaka and Mitsu Arakawa had won the belts in June 1969 in a tournament in Japan. 

5The Mongols left the WWF in early-1971, bringing the International tag team belts with them. 

This is а tournament final. On November 12, 1971, "Crazy" Luke Graham & Tarzan Tyler defeat- 
ed The Mongols, thus quieting any disputes that the Mongols remained uncrowned champions. 

7in June 1975, Victor Rivera announced he was giving up his half of the title; Dominic DeNucci 
was allowed to choose a new partner, and chose “Irish” Pat Barrett. 

8Тһе Executioners were stripped of the title as the result of a match against Chief Jay Strongbow 
& Billy White Wolf that was televised on October 26, 1976, during which a third masked Exe- 
cutioner interfered. 

Chief Jay Strongbow & Billy White Wolf won a three-team tournament, defeating The Execu- 
tioners and Tor Kamata & Nikolai Volkoff. 

10This was a tournament final. Shortly after Chief Jay Strongbow & Billy White Wolf won the belts, 
Billy White Wolf suffered an injured neck during a match against Ken Patera; he and Strongbow 
gave up the belts. 

"Bob Backlund & Pedro Morales won the title in two straight falls of a best-of-three-falls bout in 
this Shea Stadium contest. Backlund and Morales gave the belts back to the WWF shortly after 
the win, since Backlund was WWF World heavyweight champion at the time. The title was de- 
clared vacant and an elimination tournament ordered. 

I?This was the final round of an elimination tournament. 

I3This was a tournament final. The title had been declared vacant when Diesel and Shawn Mi- 
chaels split up at The Survivor Series, on November 23, 1994. 

MEarlier in the day on September 25, WWF President Gorilla Monsoon stripped Diesel and 
Shawn Michaels of the title and returned the belts to Owen Hart and Yokozuna. 





NWA HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


(NOTE: There are several key points to remember in viewing this list of NWA champions: (1) 
With the help of additional sources examined for this almanac, this listing contains many modifi- 
cations, additions, and corrections from previous versions of the NWA title lineage printed in Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated or our sister publications. (2) The NWA that most fans know of today, the 
National Wrestling Alliance, was actually formed in 1948; a second NWA, the National 


ЕЕ 
=H 
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Wrestling Association, came into being in 1929. (3) At various times throughout this century, the 
lineage of the title has been broken, most recently prior to Chris Candido's winning of the belt; 
special attention should be paid to the late-'20s and early-’30s, during which time the world title 
splintered into several factions and lineage remains fuzzy at best. As a result we’ve done our best 


to highlight major breaks from the main line, and reconnect the lineage where a 
the best complete overview of the title history at the time, refer to Duncan & Will, Third Edition.) 











WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
George Hackenschmidt?! ^ ^ TomJenkns 00 ` Мем York, NY | 05-05-04 
Frank Сокһ? George Насосна $ Chicago, IL 04-03-08 
Joe S 112421222 Chorlie Cutler? =  Отһ,МЕ 07-04-15 
Earl Coddodk _ .. Joe Stecher .. Omaha, МЕ 04-09-17 
Ed "Sirangler" Le Lewis Joe Stecher New York, NY 12-13-20 
Stanislaus Zbyszko = ЕЧ “Strangler” Lewis — Мем York, NY 05-06-21 
Ed "Strangler" Lewis Stanislaus Zbyszko Wichita, KS 03-03-22 
Wayne Munn | Ed “Strangler” lewis ٠ Kansas City, MO 01-08-25 
Stanislaus Zbyszko Wayne Munn | .. Philadelphia, PA 04-15-25 
Joe Stecher Stanislaus Zbyszko  - ` $t. Louis, МО _ 05-30-25 
Ed “Strangler” Lewis Joe Stecher St. Louis, MO 02-20-28 
js Sonnenberg Ed “Strangler” Lewis - Boston,MA 1 01-04-29 
Dick Shikat* ` Jim Londos | Philadelphia, PA 08-23-29 
Jim Londos | г Dick Shikat Philadelphia, PA — . -30 
Ed Don George Gus Sonnenberg 2 Los Angeles, CA | 12-10- -30 
Ed “Strangler” Lewis ` Ed Don George . les Angeles, СА 04-13-31 
Henry DeGlane® Ed “Strangler” Lewis Montreal, Quebec 05-04-31 
Ed “Strangler” Lewis .. Dick Shikat New York, NY7 06-09-32 
Ed Don George Henry DeGlane Boston, MA 02-09-33 
Jim Browning 22 Ed “Strangler” Lewis . New York, NY 02-20-33 
Jim Londos Jim Browning New York, NY 06-25-34 
Danno O'Mahony Jim Londos i . Boston, MA - . 06-27-35 
Danno O'Mahony Ed Don George Boston, МА 06-30-35 
Danno O’Mahony® ` Еа “Strangler” lewis Boston, МА 07-30-35 
Dick Shikat Danno O' iem New York, NY 03-02-36 
Ali Baba Dick Shikat Detroit, MI 22 04-24-36 
Everett Marshall Ali Baba | Columbus, OH - .. 06-26-36 
Lou Thesz | - Everett Marshall St. Louis, MO 12-29-37 
Steve Crusher Casey la Thesz Boson, МА. 02-1 l 38 
Lou Thesz Everett Marshall St. Te MO 02-23- 39 
Bronko Nagurski Lou Thesz | . Houston, TX 06-23-39. 
Ray Steele ta Nagurski St. Louis, MO (8-25-49 
Sandor Szabo | Bronko Nogurski St. Louis, МО 06-05-41 
Sandor Szabo | | | $Stlovs, MO 02-19-42 
one Quebec diatur 
St. louis, MO 02- 19-43 
we ee SN Iouis; MO > 0221-47 
: ` St. Louis, MO 04-25-47 
SER MO ОРНАР 























oriate. For 
























Toronto, Ontario! | 5- 
tear n қ с *® = ` Sf. Louis, 1 ҚАС: tede ME е 56 


Chicago, Lo 





Whipper 



















05-24-73 


|. S$ louis, МО | 

„Dory Funk Jr. — — Kansas City, MO — 

Jack Brisco Kagoshimi, Japan 12-02-74 

 "' ShoheéiBaba Tokyo, Japan |. 12-09-74 

Jack Brisco — — — Miami, FL 12-10-75 
Harley Race ——— 









___ 08-21-79 
10-31-79 
‚11-07-79 
09-04-80 
`. Otsu, Japan | 09-10-80 
Augusta, САЗ 04-27-81 





Shohei Baba | 
Shohei Baba. 
Tommy Rich 
HarleyRace — ^ A . TemmyRih —  . Сапе, GA. 05-01-81 





Saga, Japa 








ce | Atlanta, GA!5 06-21-81 
Ric Flair St. Louis, МО!” 06-10-83 
EUER 2 i Harley Race NU ME CUN XE 4 г ; n r , NCI8 QW 11-24-83 
Ric Flair Irving, TX? 05-06-84 
Dusty Rhodes Ric Flair Greensboro, NC 
Ronnie Garvin he ie Feit aa TEESI.. Mee: | 
Rick Steamboat | Ric Flair Ar Chicago, 124 | 02-20-89 
Sting Ric Flair Baltimore, MD25 07-07-90 
ЕСПӘНб6-72 22:55: Bast Rutherford, NJ 01-11-91 
Tokyo, Japan 08-12-92 
Asheville, NC28 02-21-93 
СГ OE RR 
.... Cherry Hill, NJ30 11-19-94 


















! During the first few years of the century, George Hackenschmidt had won world championship tour- 
naments in Italy, Germany, and England. As a result of this match, by defeating American cham- 
pion Tom Jenkins in two straight falls, he became recognized as top champion in North America. 

2George Hackenschmidt left the ring, refusing to return, and the referee awarded the title to Gotch, 
who retired in 1913; his last match was a victory over George Lurich on April 9. 
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3Charlie Cutler had defeated Henry Ordeman and Jesse Westegard in a tournament, and had laid 
claim to the world title. 

4Earl Caddock was awarded ће title by the referee when Joe Stecher refused to return to the ring 
after the second fall. 

5А a result of this match, Dick Shikat became recognized as the first champion of the National 
Wrestling Association (NWA), a division of the National Boxing Association. 

$Henry DeGlane won ће title by disqualification. 

7This match on Long Island, New York, was billed as a world championship match, and was 
designed to halt the controversy that was splitting the sport at the time. Jim Londos was subse- 
quently stripped of his title for refusing to meet the winner of this bout. Ed “Strangler” Lewis later 
affirmed his claim on the title with an October 10, 1932, victory over Jack Sherry. 

8Ed Don George had been claiming rights to the world title ever since he defeated Henry 
DeGlane in Boston іп 1933. Danno O'Mahony, because of his victories over Jim Londos, Ed 
Don George, and Ed “Strangler” Lewis, became the closest thing to undisputed world champi- 
on at the time, representing a unification of sorts of the splintering of the world title that had 
taken place for several years. 

?During his title reign, Ali Baba was disqualified in a match against Dave Lewin held in Newark, 
New Jersey. The State Athletic Commission reversed the match decision and allowed Ali Baba to 
keep the title. Soon thereafter, however, a rule change was made which stated that the title can- 
not change hands on a disqualification. 

10The NWA decided to recognize Everett Marshall as champion because Steve Crusher Casey was 
out of the country and failed to defend the title on a regular basis. 

!!The National Wrestling Alliance was organized іп July 1948. At that particular time, Orville 
Brown was recognized as champion. Forced to retire due to injuries received in a November 11, 
1949, auto accident, Brown relinquished his claim on the title. Lou Thesz was scheduled to meet 
Brown in a title match іп St. Louis on November 25, 1949. 

12Special referee for the match: Jack 
Dempsey. 

!3Time of the match: 27:22. 

'4Time of the match: 19:51. 

!5Time of the match: 16:55. 

lóTime of the match: 23:43. 

'7Two out of three falls match. Harley Косе | | 
won the first fall by suplex at the 11:10 | j 
mark. Ric Flair won the second fall by sub- | 
mission to the figure-four at the 10:23 
mark. The third fall lasted to 6:17; both = d o ШЫН AE: E 
men had their shoulders on the mat as the | Cmm. = | е 
result of a backdrop, but Race lifted his = : à 
shoulder up at the 2'/2 mark. Special ref- 
eree for the match: Gene Kiniski. 

'8Time of the match: 33:29. This was the 
first time the title changed hands inside a uw 
steel cage. — : 

19Оџаоог show at Texas Stadium. Kerry | 
Von Erich won the title with a backslide at 
һе 25:42 mark. 

20This was a best-of-three falls match. Kerry m p — 
Von Erich won the first fall in 15:21 wh. [| GEF — 
the clawhold; Ric Flair won the second fall LL. 5 ; | 
in 3:24 with the figure-four; Flair won the NOVEMBER 24, 1983: RIC FLAIR VS. HARLEY RACE 
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third fall in 7:19 by rolling over a rollover. n 

21This was а cage match. Time of the match: 22:35. 

22This was a cage match. Time of the match: 39:28. 

23This was a cage match. Time of the match: 17:39. 

24Time of the match: 23:06. 

25Time of the match: 16:06. 

26Time of the match: 20:38. Ric Flair is (according to WCW officials in April 1992) the first WCW 
World champion; Sting, therefore, as of April 1992, is a one-time NWA and one-time WCW 
World champion. In September 1991, Flair signed with the WWF and the NWA title was 
declared vacant. 

27This is a tournament final. 

28This was SuperBrawl Ill. Time of the match: 24:08 

29The title was declared vacant in September 1993 when WCW withdrew from the NWA. It was 
renamed the WCW International title, held in the year that followed by Rick Rude, Hiroshi Hase, 
Rude again, Sting, then Flair again, but was finally abandoned when it was unified with the 
WCW World title at Clash Of The Champions XXVII on June 23, 1994. 

30This is a tournament final. 

31Dan Severn captured the Ultimate Fight V championship on April 8, 1995, and the UFC Ultimate 
Ultimate championship on December 16, 1995. 





WCW WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 





DAE — 
Barry Windham Baltimore, MD? 07-14-91 
НТ: HARES ИЕЫ S 
Albany, СА 07-12-92 
Baltimore, МО 12-30-92 


ЧОВНА 2 222 






















Dublin, Ireland 
yis m ES Тез 2 = um T. : 






0 


| 2 


(Ж 3 ғ im К 1 \ /a de a T zn is : © еда НЕР LS 
Ric Flair ... Orlando, FL 





! According to World Championship Wrestling, Ric Flair—who had been known worldwide as the 
NWA World champion—was acknowledged as the first WCW World champion during this reign. 

2Ric Flair had been stripped of the WCW World title on July 1 after he could not come to a con- 
tractual agreement with WCW. Lex Luger and Barry Windham were determined to be the top 
contenders to the title. 

3Randy Savage won the title in а 60-man battle royal at the World War Ill pay-per-view event. 
Hulk Hogan lost the title to The Giant on October 29 at Halloween Havoc due to a clause in the 
contract placed by Jimmy Hart that the belt could change hands on a disqualification; since the 
disqualification was due to Hart's interference, the title was declared vacant and put up for grabs 
in the World War Ill battle royal. 
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NWA/WCW WORLD TAG TEAM TITLE 


(NOTE: This tag team tile grew out of a Mid-Atlantic regional tag team title; our most reliable 
lineage information stretches back only to May 10, 1980.) 
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Bobby Eaton & Stan Lane 


The Road Warriors 

Mike Rotundo & Steve Williams 
Jim Garvin & Michael Hayes 
Rick & Scott Steiner 

Butch Reed & Ron Simmons 
Jim Garvin & Michael Hayes 
Rick & Scott Steiner® 

Arn Anderson & 





гп Anderson & Bobby Eaton 


A 


Rick & Scott Steiner | 
Terry Gordy & Steve Williams 
Dustin Rhodes & 

Barry Windham 
Shane Douglas & 

Rick Steamboat 
Steve Austin & Brian Pillman 


Arn Anderson & Paul Roma 


The Nasly Boys 
2 Cold Scorpio & 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell 


Cactus Jack & Kevin Sullivan 
Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma 
The Patriot & 

Marcus Alexander Bagwell 
Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma . 


The Patriot & 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell 
Harlem Heat | 


The Nasty Boys 
Bunkhouse Buck & Dick Slater 


Макс: Aleea Baci 
scotty Riggs 








_ Marcus Alexander Bagwell 
боону Riggs 2-22. 


Arn Anderson & 

Tully Blanchard 
Bobby Eaton & Stan Lane 
The Road Warriors 


Bobby Eaton & Stan Lane | 


Jim Garvin & Michael Hayes 
Rick & Scott Steiner ts 
Butch Reed & Ron Simmons 

Jim Garvin & Michael Hayes 
Bill Kazmaier & Rick Steiner” 


Dustin Rhodes & 
Rick Steamboat | 
Rick & Scott Steiner 
Terry Gordy & 
Steve Williams 
Dustin Rhodes & 
Barry Windham 
Shane Douglas & 
Rick Steamboat 
Steve Austin & 
Lord Steven Regal? 
Arn Anderson & Paul Roma 
The Nasty Boys 


2 Cold Scorpio & 

The Nasty Boys 

Cactus Jack & Kevin Sullivan 
Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma 


The Potriot& — — 


Marcus Alexander Basel 


Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma 


` Marcus Alexander Bagwell 


Harlem Heat 


Harlem Heat | 
Harlem Heat 








| Philadelphia he 


. ^. New Orleans, LA 


New Orleans, LA 


Atlanta, GA 


- Washington, DC 


Phoenix, AZ 


Montgomery, AL 
Augusta, GA 


-Savannoh, GA 


Jacksonville, FL 
Chicago, IL 
Atlanta, GA 
Atlanta, GA 
Macon, GA 
Macon, GÀ | 
Daytona Beach, FL 


Houston, TX- 
Columbus, GA 


_ New Orleans, LA 


Philadelphia, PA - 
Orlando, FL 
Atlanta, GA 


_ Detroit, MI 


Jacksonville, FL 


` Atlanta, GA 


St. Petersburg, FL 


Atlanta, СА 
Johnson City, TN 





09-10-88 


10-29-88 
04-02-89 


. 06-14-89 


11-01-89 
05-19-90 
02-24-91 
03-09-91 
09-05-91 


11-19-91 
01-16-92 


05-03-92 
07-05-92 


09-21-92 


11-18-92 
03-02-93 
08-18-93 


09-19-93 
10-04-93 


10-24-93 


05-22-94 


207-17-94 


09-25-94 
10-23-94 


11-15-94 


2212-08-94 


05-21-95 


04-24-95 


07-22-95 


09-17-95 


09-18-95 
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lin December 1981, the Andersons were stripped of the title for being unable to defend the belts 
due to an October 1981 injury to Gene Anderson. 

2This was a tournament final. | 

3This was a tournament final. The title had been declared vacant when Rick Steamboat announced 
his retirement on December 25, 1983. 

4Though Ivan & Nikita Koloff won the belts, any pair of the trio of Ivan & Nikita Koloff and Krusher 
Khrushchev were allowed to defend the title. 

5This was a tournament final. Mike Rotundo & Steve Williams were stripped of the title after their 
May 7, 1989, defense against The Road Warriors, where Dan Spivey and Kevin Sullivan inter- 
fere on their behalf by attacking guest referee Nikita Koloff. 

éThe Steiners are regarded as the last NWA World tag team champions and the first WCW World. 
tag team champions. A tag team tournament to fill the vacancy was held July 12, 1992, at the 
Great American Bash. The tourney was won by Terry Gordy & Steve Williams. Co-recognition 
of the champions as NWA/WCW World tag team champions continued through September 1, 
1993, when WCW withdrew from the NWA, and the NWA in turn withdrew recognition of the 
champions, at the time Arn Anderson and Paul Roma, who then became known strictly as WCW 
World tag team champions. 

7 This was a tournament final. Rick & Scott Steiner were stripped of the title in late-July 1991 when 
Scott was forced out of action with a torn left bicep muscle. 

8Lord Steven Regal was allowed to substitute for the injured Brian Pillman. 


NWA/WCW U.S. HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 





(NOTE: While this particular version of the U.S. title was evidently initiated in 1975, our most 
reliable lineage information stretches back only to April 19, 1980.) 
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Dustin Rhodes 


22 WON FROM 
т; йакын Е 2222220 
. Barry Windham — — 


Michael Hayes 
Stan Hansen 
` Steve ме A )< in к ee ш. 






Sting 


Rick Rude 
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- "i Еу | x T Ыс E А - 
* 
Chicago, IL 
l.S c RO REG ЕТ F7. 


Nodwile TN. . 0507:89 


SAT йы 2222 Savannah, GA 
| ell Atlanta, GA!! 
Dustin Rhodes 





11-19-91 


-01-1193 


08-30-93 


-12-27-93 


Rick Steamboat Steve Austin Cedar Rapids, А 08-24-94 
Байазан Dogga ET Sie Austin =. Reanoke, VAI TT 09:18-24 
Big Van Vader!? Hacksaw Duggan Nashville, TN 12-27-94 
Kensuke Sasaki Sting Tokyo, Japan 11-13-95 





EOOTNOTES: 
1Wahoo McDaniel was stripped of ће title in September 1981 after being injured by Abdullah 
the Butcher. A tournament was ordered to fill the title vacancy. 
2This match was a fournament final. 
3Sgt. Slaughter was awarded the title when Wahoo McDaniel was unable to show up for a title match 
as the result of having sustained an injured left leg at the hands of Magnificent Muraco and Roddy 
Piper. 
4Greg Valentine was awarded the title when the match was halted due to a bloody gash over 
Roddy Piper’s left ear that rendered him unable to continue. 
5The title was held up and vacated after this bout due to the interference of Tully Blanchard, who 
hit Rick Steamboat in the head with a chair. 
6This match was a tournament final. 
| — 7This match was the final bout in a best-of- 
seven series to fill the vacancy created in May 
1986 when Magnum T.A. was stripped of the 
title for attacking NWA President Bob Geigel. 
8This match was а tournament final. 
Dustyhodes had been stripped of the title in 
Aprill988 for hitting NWA President Jim 
Crockett with a baseball bat. 
This match was a tournament final. The title- 
had been declared vacant when Lex 
Lugerwon the WCW World title on July 14, 
1991. 
10This match had been intended as a bout to 
determine the number-one contender to Rick 
Rude’s title. When Rude was stripped of the 
belt in December 1992 for failing to defend it 
(he was injured), the bout instead became a 
contest to determine a new champion. 
11This match was to fill the title vacancy. The 
title had been declared vacant in May 1993 
as the result of a controversial double-pin sit- 






MAGNUM, T.A. 


Ce = 


ee 


eight / Television 139 





Title Histories: NWA/WCW U.S. hea 


uation between Dustin Rhodes and Rick Rude. 

12Steve Austin had been awarded the title earlier in the evening via forfeit when Steamboat, his 
original opponent for the night, was unable to wrestle due to a back injury. 

13Big Van Vader is stripped of the title in early-April 1995 for multiple violent offenses, particu- 
larly an assault on Dave Sullivan on March 7. 

14This was а tournament final to fill the title vacancy. 
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Tully Blanchard 

ы ¥ | thodes E : ; 
Arn Anderson 
d кыл 


Nik 
Rick Steiner 
Mike Retundo 
The Great Muta 
Tom Zenk 
Bobby Eaton 


Barry Windham | 


Steve Austin 
Rick Steamboat 


Paul Orndorff — 


таа 


Tully Blanchard 


Na Rando i 


v = WON ERON a 


Mark Youngblood 
Wahoo McDaniel? 


Nikita Koloff 
22 Mike Rotundo 


Rick Steiner 


. Mike Rotundo 


Sting 


` The Great Muta 


Arn Anderson 


Arn Anderson 


Steve Austin 


Steve Austin 


Charlotte, NC 


Columbia, SC. 
Greensboro, NC3 
` Fayetteville, NC __ 


Raleigh, NC 


— Norfolk VA 
E 


Atlanta, САА 


Gainesville, GA 


Atlanta, GA 


St. Petersburg, FL 
Birmingham, Al - 


Atlanta, GA? | 
Atlanta, GAĆ- 


Macon, СА? 





РАТЕ 


05-22-84 


` 03-16-85 


01-04-86 
11-27-86 


08-17-87 


01-26-88 
02-20-89 


22 0331-89 


09-03-89 


01-02-90 


12-04-90 


- 01-07-91 


05-19-91 
06-03-91 
04-27-92 
05-23-92 
09-02-92 
03-02-93 


^O EkWoeh 00 





Houston, TX 09-19-93 
Charleston, SC 06-23-94 

' Roanoke, VA 09-18-94 
Atlanta, GA 01-08-95 
lle, NC 09-17-95 









Lord Steven Regal En 


Lord Steven Regal 










FOOTNOTES: 

IThis was the final round of a tournament to determine ће NWA television champion. Dick Slater's 
U.S. title, of course, was not on the line in this match. Also note that in a semifinal encounter vs. 
Assassin #2, Mark Youngblood put feet up on middle ropes to gain pinfall. 

2This was a tournament final. The title was declared vacant when Dusty Rhodes was unable to 
defend the belt due to an injury. 
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3This was a “first blood" match at Starrcade "86. 

4The belt had been held up since 7-23-89 when Sting pinned The Great Muta, but tapes later 
showed that Muta's shoulders were off the mat. 

5This was a best-of-three-falls match. 

éThis was Clash Of The Champions XX. It was also a no-DQ match with Paul E. Dangerously 
locked in a cage suspended above the ring. Rick Steamboat won with a flying bodypress off the 

rope. 

7This was the final round of a tournament to determine a new champion. Scott Steiner was stripped 

of the title when he went to the WWF in November 1992. 





ECW HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

















WON BY __ WON FROM — LOCATION DAE 
Hot Body Jimmy Snuka Philadephia, PA 04-26-92 
‘Snuka .  . Johnny Hot Body ` Philadelphia, РА 07-12-92 
Jimmy Snuka — — Philadelphia, PA 10-24-92 

Jon Muraco ||| The Sandman | Philadelphia, РА 04-03-93 
Shane Douglas? ` Tito Santana Roanoke, УА 09-09-93 
ЕТЕУ о аке Douglas 227 Philadephia, РА 10-02-93 
Terry Funk Sabu Philadelphia, PA 12-26-93 
Shane Douglas? |0 ЕЕ TeryFunk 6 2. ` Devon, PA 03-26-94 
The Sandman | Shane Douglas Philadelphia, PA 04-15-95 





1 Jimmy Snuka and Wildman Bellomo won separate battle royals to advance to a match in which 


the winner was awarded the first ECW heavyweight title. 


2Shane Douglas won the title by forfeit when Tito Santana did not appear for the match. 
3Shane Douglas pinned Terry Funk in an eight-man tag team match; due to a prematch stipula- 
tion, the title changed hands. Also, on August 27, 1994, Eastern Championship Wrestling was 


renamed Extreme Championship Wrestling. 





ECW TAG TEAM TITLE 


















LOCATION 











Tony Stetson & Larry Winters Тһе Super Destroyers Radnor, PA 04-02-73 
The Super Destroyers The Suicide Blonds Philadelphia, PA 05-15-93 





Eddie Gilbert & - 
The Dark Patriot 


CIAR 1 к” RS TUYED S : * We : ее „РА Т ; 4 w 
Sandman & Salvatore Bellomo Philadelphia, PA? - 





eee -— — 
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WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
` . Eddie Gilbert & ` Philadelphia, РАЗ 09-18-93 
. The Dark Patriot | И ЗА. 
Тотту Огеатег & Tony Stetson & Philadelphia, PA 11-13-93 
Johnny Gunn Johnny Hot Body 
Kevin Sullivan & Tasmaniac Tommy Dreamer & Philadelphia, PA 12-04-93 
22 x Shane Douglas4 | | 
Public Enemy Kevin Sullivan & Tasmaniac Philadelphia, PA 03-06-94 
Cactus Jack & Public Enemy Philadelphia, РА 08-27-94 
Public Enemy Cactus Jack & Philadelphia, PA 11-05-94 
Mikey Whipwreck 
Sabu & Tasmaniac — Public Enemy Philadelphia, PA 02-04-95 
Chris Benoit & Dean Malenko Sabu & Tasmaniac Philadelphia, PA 02-25-95 
Public Enemy Chris Benoit & Dean Malenko Philadelphia, PA 04-08-95 
Raven & Stevie Richards Public Enemy Jim Thorpe, PA 06-20-95 
The Pit Bulls Raven. & Stevie Richards Philadelphia, PA 09-16-95 
Raven & Stevie Richards The Pit Bulls Philadelphia, PA 10-07-95 
Public Enemy Raven & Stevie Richards Philadelphia, РА5 10-07-95 
Sandman & 2 Cold Scorpio Public Enemy Philadelphia, PAé 10-28-95 


IThis is a four-team tournament final. 

?This is a tournament final to fill the vacancy created when The Suicide Blonds were stripped of 
the belts in July 1993. 

3This was a win via forfeit. 

4Shane Douglas was allowed to substitute for the injured Johnny Gunn. After the bout, he turned 
against Tommy Dreamer. 

5This was a three-team match that also included The Gangstas. 

62 Cold Scorpio defeated Rocco Rock in a singles bout; due to a prematch stipulation, the tag team 
belts were on the line. 





SMOKY MOUNTAIN HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE _ 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Brian lee | Paul Orndorff Knoxville, TN! 05-22-92 
Tony Anthony Brian Lee Johnson City, TN 08-08-92 
Tracey Smothers Tony Anthony Pikeville, KY 04-02-93 
Tracey Smothers Tony Anthony Knoxville, TN2 06-11-93 
Brian lee | Tracey © Johnson City, TN 07-17-93 
Tony Anthony Brian Lee Knoxville, TIN 02-13-94 
Jake Roberts Tony Anthony Harriman, TN | 05-02-94 
Tony Anthony — — Jake Roberts Warrensville, NC | 07-05-94 
Jerry Lawler | Tony Anthony Knoxville, TN 01-28-95 
Bobby Blaze Jerry Lawler Knoxville, TN 02-26-95 
Brad Armstrong ~ Buddy Landell Johnson City, TN? 08-12-95 
Terry Gordy | 22 Brad Armstrong "Knoxville ТМА 10-20-95 





IThis was a tournament final to establish the first Smoky Montain heavyweight champion. 

2This match was to fill a title vacancy created when the title was held up in May. 

3This match filled the title vacancy created when the title was held up following a July 1 match in 
Barbourville, Kentucky, between Buddy Landell and Brad Armstrong. 

4Terry Gordy pinned Brad Armstrong in a tag team match between Gordy & Headbanger 
Thrasher and Armstrong & The Wolfman; due to a prematch stipulation, Armstrong's title was on 
the line in the bout in the event he was pinned. 

5Smoky Mountain officially suspended promotional operations just days after this card. 
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!This was a tournament final to establish the first Smoky Montain tag team champions. 

2The Heavenly Bodies consists now of Tom Prichard & Jim Del Ray; previously, the team had con- 
sisted of Prichard and Stan Lane. 

3SMW officials awarded the belts to The Gangstas on October 3 after The Gangstas’ lawyer filed 
а protest following this bout. 

4Smoky Mountain officially suspended promotional operations just days after their November 25, 
1995, card in Johnson City, Tennessee. 


` USWA HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 





WON BY | WON FROM. aeta DATE 

Master of Pain | Jerry Lawler Memphis N 04-01-89 
10-23- 89 

ee n 05:89 














Тће боса Le ee en Jerry Lawler 





King í Cobra oci satu: UNE 





Jimmy. Valiant 2 ы 





Jimmy, Valiant erry Lav 








этэр Gilbert 


Jerry Lawler | 


Eddie Gilbert 


Sid Vicious 
Jerry Lawler 
Bill Dundee 
Razor Ramon 
Jerry Lawler 
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Razor Ramon 


Jerry Lawler 





Memphis, TNS 
| ris, TN 
Memphis, TN4 


` Memphis, TN — 





Memphis, TN 


Memphis, TN | 


Memphis, TN 


Memphis, TNS 


Memphis, TN 


Memphis, TN 


i Memphis, TN Pu 
Memphis, TN | 
` Memphis, ТМ 





DATE 


07-05-93 





09-20-93 


11-22-93 


2212-20-93 


01-31-94 
02-07-94 
02-14-94 


` 03-24-94 


07-16-94 
02-06-95 
02-25-95 


04-03-95 


05-01-95 


11-06-95 


IThis was the main event of ће SuperClash Il pay-per-view. The match was stopped due to Kerry 
Von Erich bleeding too heavily. Jerry Lawler, who held the AWA World title at the time, unified 
that title with Von Erich’s World Class heavyweight title; the unified championship became known 
as the USWA heavyweight title. 

2This was the final bout in а 21-тап tournament. The Snowman had been stripped of the title on 
August 27 after he was injured and could not defend the belt within the required 30- -day period. 

3This was a Survivor Series final, an eight-man match that saw Jerry Lawler pin Tatanka in a bout 
pitting Lawler, Jeff Jarrett, & The Moondogs against Tatanka, Tommy Rich, & The Dog Catchers. 

4This was a battle royal to fill the title vacancy created when Randy Savage left the USWA just a 


few days ear lier. 


5Jerry Lawler forfeited the title because he was injured by Sid Vicious earlier on ће card and could 
not appear for the scheduled match. 





WON BY 
Tony Anthony 
Bill Dundee 
John Tatum 
Bill Dundee 
John Tatum 
Bill Dundee 
John Tatum | 
Jeff Jarrett 
Eddie Gilbert 
Jeff Jarrett 


Jeff Jarret — 


Tom Prichard 


WON FROM 


— Dustin Rhodes 


Tony Anthony 


Bill Dundee 


John Tatum 
Bill Dundee | 
John Tatum 


Bill Dundee | 


Dick Slater? 


= Jef Jarrett — 


Brian Lee 


Steve Ausin —— 


Jeff Jarrett 


USWA SOUTHERN TITLE — 


LOCATION 
Memphis, TN! 
Memphis, TN 
Dallas, TX — 
Dallas, TX 
Dallas, TX 
какы, TX 


ET Dallas, TX и 
mech IN 
ONG TREE 


Memphis, TN? 


-— Memphis, ТМА 


Dallas, TX 


DATE 
10-02-89 
11-19-89 


. 05-03-90 


05-18-90 


2206-15-90 


06-22-90 


10-06-90 


2210-29-90 


01-14-91 


S7 70940991 


03-15-91 
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Brian Christopher 
Brian Christopher 
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WON BY _WON FROM — LOCATION | DAE — WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Brod perte - Billy Jack Haynes Knoxville, TN -04- The гаре х= | Jeff Jarrett & Robert Fuller Memphis, TN 07-08-91 
Billy Jack Haynes | | | Brad Armstrong — Ti ‚ч 08-07-9: Jeff Jarrett & Robert Fuller The Barroom Brawlers Memphis, TN 07-15-91 
Brian Christopher Billy Jack Haynes Memphis, 1 IN The Texas Outlaws Jeff Jarrett & Robert Fuller Memphis, TN 09- 26- 91 
Jesse James Armstrong Brian Christopher Memphis, TN 10-07-95 " Jeff Jarrett & Robert Fuller Тһе Texas Оша |. Memphi,TN |. OY 
Brian Christopher Jesse James кенет mie Memphis, TN 10-23-95 ' Doug Masters & Bart Sawyer Jeff Jarrett & Robert Fuller Memphis, TN - 
| ober | . Doug Masters & Bart Sawyer | Memphis, IN. TIS 

\This was a tournament final to determine the first Southern champion. Robert Fuller & Memphis, TN 
2The title had been declared vacant in July 1990. USWA officials declared Dick Slater holder of The Young Gun 

the reinstated championship in late-September. Jerry Lawler & Jeff Jarrett = TheMoondogs —— = Memphis, TN 06-29-92 
3This was а tournament final. The title was declared vacant when Eddie Gilbert left the USWA The Moondogs Jerry Lawler & Jeff Jarrett Memphis, TN 07-06-92 

approximately a month earlier. | Jerry Lawler & Jeff Jarrett Тһе Moondogs 0 Memphis, TN 07-20-92 
4This was a tournament final, The title was held up ene a February 25 bout in Memphis in | The Moondogs | Jerry Lawler & Jeff Jarrett Memphis, TN 08-10-92 

which Steve Austin beat Jeff Jarrett with his foot on the rope | Jerry Lawler & Jeff Jarrett The Moondogs | Memphis, TN 2-2 08-17-92 
5This was to declare a champion in the wake of the title hoa been held up after a Tommy Rich- The Moondogs Jerry Lawler & Jeff Jarrett Memphis, TN 10-03-92 

Jelf Jarrett bout on September 25, 1993. Ron & Don Harris The Moondogs Memphis, TN 1 12-28-92 
6This was a tournament final to fill a title vacancy. Doug Gilbert had been stripped of the title two The Moondogs Ron & Don Harris Memphis, TN 01-11-93 


- Jerry Lawler & Jeff Jarrett Memphis, TN 01-25-93 


weeks earlier for failing to make the required number of title defenses. 














7The title had been held up following an April 10 match between Brian Lee and Brian Christopher. The Moondogs Ron & Don Harris | Memphis, TN _ 02-01-93 
Ron & Don Harris ` Тһе Moondogs Memphis, TN . 02-15-93 
The Moondogs Ron & Don Harris Memphis, TN 02-22-93 
Brian Christopher & The Moondogs Memphis, TN — — 03-08-93 
| ж” ET Big Black Dog — — ту” а 2. i 
USWA TAG TEAM TITLE The Moondogs Brian Christopher & Memphis, TN 03- 15-93 
M. | Big Black Dog 
WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE Brian Christopher & The Moondogs ^ ^ Memphis, TN 093-2293 
Jeff Jarrett & Matt Borne! Cactus Jack & Sheik Braddock Dallas, ТХ _. 08-11-89 Scotty Flamingo "e | | | WE 
Sheik Braddock & Ron Starr Jeff Jarrett & Matt Borne Dallas, TX 09-15-89 The Moondogs Brian Christopher & Memphis, TIN 03-29-93 
Jeff Jarrett & Matt Borne Sheik Braddock & Ron Starr Dallas, TX 222 09-29-89 Scotty Flamingo 
Robert Fuller & Brian Lee Jeff Jarrett & Matt Borne Dallas, TX2 212-01-89 Steve Doll & Rex King The Moondogs — Memphis, TN 04-12-93 
Rex King & Steve Doll Robert Fuller & Brian Lee = Memphis, ТМ 02-03-90 New Jack & ed | Steve Doll & Rex King Memphis, TN 06-21-93 
Robert Fuller & Brian Lee Rex King & Steve Doll Louisville, KY 02-06-90 C.W. Bergstrom &. - New Jack & Homeboy Memphis, TN — 07-05-93 
Rex King & Steve Doll Robert Fuller & Brian Lee Memphis, TN | 02-12-90 Melvin Penrod Jr. 2222 P 
Brickhouse Brown & Rex King & Steve Doll Memphis, TN 04-28-90 
Sweet Daddy Falcone "d | | 
Rex King & Steve Doll . Brickhouse Brown & — Memphis, TN 05-21-90 
`. Sweet Daddy Falcone | up 
Toy Anthony & Tom Burton . Rex King? Memphis, TIN 06-02-90 
Rex King & Joey Maggs Топу Anthony & Burton Memphis, TN 06-23-90 
Brian Lee & Don Harris Rex King & Joey Maggs Memphis, TN . 08-11-90 
Jeff Jarrett & Jeff Gaylord Brian Lee & Chuck Casey4 = Memphis, TN _ 09-03-90 
Don Harris & Brian Lee Jeff Jarrett & Jeff Gaylord Memphis, TIN 09-10-90 
Jeff Jarrett & Jeff Gaylord | Don Harris & Brian Lee Memphis, TN — 09-17-90 
Doug Gilbert & Tony Anthony Jeff Jarrett & Jeff Gaylord یپ‎ m | .. 10-06-90 
Jeff Jarrett & Cody Michaels Doug Gilbert & Tony Anthony N is, ТЧ 11-24-90 
Doug Gilbert & Tony Anthony Jeff Jarrett 8 Cody Michaels 2212-08-90 
Jerry daher & Jeff Jarrett 1 Stan Lane 8, SH Keim. | eem ps c 0204-97 a З 
The Texas Hangmen Jerry Lawler & Jeff Jarret Louisville, KY 03-26-91 THE MOONDOGS 
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Dante & The Great Mephisto Memphis, TN 


2 01-08-94 
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Bron Савора 2” 
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_ 05-02-94 
06-13-94 
scuto 06-15-94: 
08-29-94 
.. 10-18-94 
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12-26-94 
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| 01-09-95 
N 01-1495 
03-13-95 
` 04-15-95 

















Doug Gilbert & Tommy Rich 





АА Қана Brown & “05-01-95 








_ 07-10-95 
122 08-07-95 
08-28-95 
710-28-95 
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1 Jeff Jarrett & Мей Bome are recognized as the first USWA tag team champions; the title was previously known 
as the World Class tag team fille, but an August 18, 1989, vidory by Eric Embry over РҮ. Chu-Hi for the 
heavyweight file ended months of legal wrangling and officially changed the name of World Class to the 
USWA. 


2This was a tournament final. The tile had been dedared vacant when Matt Borne lost a loser-leoves-Iown 
match. 

3Steve Doll was unable to make it to the arena for the fille defense, so Rex King defended the tile іп a handi- 

bout. 

AC Colt wi и Don Йаа, 

SThis was a tournament final. The Moondogs were stripped of the title due to Spike being injured. 

7This was a match to award the title that had been held up on January 3, 1994, following a controversial hos- 
pital elimination match between Far Two Wild and PG-13. 

8This was a tournament final. The tile had been vacated on April 16, 1994, following a controversial bout 
between The Moondogs and Billy Travis & Don Bass. 

The tile had been held up on August 15, 1994, after champions PG-13 and Dante & The Great Mephisto 
battle fo a simultaneous double-pin. Dante & Mephisto won the immediate rematch. 

10This was a tournament final. The title had been held up following a controversial match between The Heavenly 
Bodies and PG-13 on August 21, 1995, in Memphis, Tennessee. 





IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


| 


06-02-83 
06-14-84 
06-19-86 
05-08-88 
04-24-89 
05-25-89 
07-12-89 
08-10-89 
08-19-90 
12-26-90 
01-17-91 

03-04-91 

01-04-92 
08-16-92 
09-20-93 
04-04-94 
05-01-94 
05-03-95 


x 
1 
33531 


HT 
ЧП 


= 

НЕ 

id 
IEEE 
ҮШ 


i 
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FOOTNOTES: 

IThis is the final round of a 10-man toumament; Hulk Hogan wins the tile via knockout. 

This is a tournament final; the title had been declared vacant a month earlier. 

3This is a tournament final; the tifle had been dedared vacant approximately a week earlier when Antonio Inoki 
suffered a broken foot. 

4This is а tournament final; Tatsumi Fujinami vacated ће file on April 5, 1989. 
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Akira Maeda & Osamu: Kido. JN Fujinami & 
„Kengo Kimura. 


The cerca Mea A. сл ой. ANS OR E са 
Shiro Koshincka 4, Nobuhiko Takada 


Yoshiaki Fujiwara & Akira Maeda & 
ж. EU оті & EE Takada e 





Tatsumi Fujinami & - 
pada a Kimura v 





_ Takayuki lizuka. George Takano 















өөрчүш 
_ Shinya Hashimoto 






Hiroshi Hase & 
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i Super zam ia Machina % Nagasaki, Japan 
„ Kensuke Sasaki Жы bake 





ot eee | 
_ Scott Norton? 


ба ОЙЫ EE 
ssh 





Bam Bam Bigelow & 


| DN Van d 





Hiroyoshi Tenzan JunjiHirata | 








!This was a tournament final. 

2This was a tournament final; the title had been declared vacant earlier in 1987 when Tatsumi 
Fujinami and Kengo Kimura split up their team. 

3IWGP officials declared the title vacant when Scott Steiner failed to appear for a scheduled title 
defense. Rick Steiner was allowed to choose a partner and wrestle Hiroshi Hase & The Great 
Muta for the vacant title. 

4This match was held to fill the title vacancy created when Hiroshi Hase & The Great Muta stepped 
down from the championship shortly after Muta won the IWGP heavyweight title on May 3, 1995. 

5The title was declared vacant a few days prior to this bout when it was determined that Masa 
Chono & Hiroyoshi Tenzan couldn't defend the championship on this date due to personal rea- 
sons (Chono’s father passed away). 
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SECTION TWO: 
IMPORTANT DEFUNCT CHAMPIONSHIPS 





WON BY 

Verne Gagne! 
Gene Kiniski 
Verne Gagne | 
Mr. M 

Verne Gagne 
The Crusher 
Verne Gagne 
Fritz Von Erich 
Verne Gagne 
The Crusher 
Verne Gagne 
Mad Dog Vachon 
The Crusher 
Mad Dog Vachon 
Verne Gagne 

Dr. X (Dick Beyers) 
Verne Gagne 
Nick Bockwinkel 
Verne Gagne? 
Nick Bockwinkel4 
Otto Wanz 

Mick Bockwinkel 
Jumbo Tsuruta 
Rick Martel 

Stan Hansen 
Nick Bockwinkel^ 
Curt Hennig 
Jerry Lawler 
Larry Zbyszko” 
Mr. Saito 

Larry Zbyszko® 


WON FROM 


Verne Gagne | 
GeneKiniski 
Verne Gagne | 


Mr. M2 
Verne Gagne 


The Crusher 0 


Verne Gagne 
Fritz Von Erich 
Verne Gagne 
The Crusher 
Verne Gagne 
Mad Dog Vachon 
The Crusher 

Mad Dog Vachon 
Verne Gagne 

Dr. X (Dick Beyers) 
Verne Gagne 


Nick Bockwinkel 


Nick Bockwinkel 
Otto Wanz 
Nick Bockwinkel 
Jumbo Tsuruta 
Rick Martel 


Nick Bockwinkel 


Curt Hennig 


Larry Zbyszko 
Mr. Saito 


AWA WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


LOCATION 


Minneapolis, MN - 


Minneapolis, MN 


. Bloomington, MN _ 


Minneapolis, MN 
Minneapolis, MN 
Minneapolis, MN 
Minneapolis, MN 
Omaha, NE 
Amarillo, TX 

St. Paul, MN 
Minneapolis, MN 
Minneapolis, MN 
St. Paul, MN 
Denver, CO 

St. Paul, MN 
Bloomington, MN 
Minneapolis, MN 
St. Paul, MN 
Chicago, IL 


St. Paul, MN 
Chicago, IL 

Tokyo, Japan 

St. Paul, MN 

East Rutherford, NJ 
Denver, CO 

San Francisco, CA 
Memphis, TM 

St. Paul, MN 
Tokyo, Japan 

St. Paul, MN 


DATE 
08-16-60 
07-11-61 
08-08-61 
01-08-62 
08-21-62 
07-09-63 


- 07-20-63 


07-27-63 
08-08-63 
11-28-63 


12-14-63 


10-20-64 
08-21-65 
11-11-65 


2 02-26-67 


08-17-68 
08-31-68 
11-08-75 
07-18-80 
05-19-81 
08-29-82 
10-09-82 
02-22-84 
05-13-84 
12-29-85 
06-29-86 
05-02-87 
05-09-88 
02-07-89 
02-10-90 
04-08-90 


August 1960 saw the formation of the American Wrestling Association. Title recognition was 
given to Verne Gagne who, at the time, was generally recognized as the uncrowned champion 


in wrestling. 


2) was later discovered that Mr. M was Dr. Bill Miller. 


3Verne Gagne held the title until his retirement on May 10, 1981. 
4Nick Bockwinkel was awarded the title due to Verne Gagne’s retirement, his No. 1 ranking at the 
time, and his status as former champion. 
5Nick Bockwinkel was scheduled to challenge Stan Hansen for the belt. Hansen left the arena, and 
it was determined by AWA President Stanley Blackburn that if he did not return by the end of the 


last match on the card, the title would be awarded to Bockwinkel by default. It was. 


EE e 





Crusher & Dick The Bruiser Mitsu Arakawa & Dr. Moto - 
Mad Dog & Butcher Vachon Сан & Ye The Bruiser 
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The title was officially awarded to Curt Hennig on 05-13-87 when, by a 4-2 vote, an AWA 
review board determined through videotape replay that there was no evidence Larry Zbyszko 
illegally aided Hennig. 

7This was a battle royal victory; Larry Zbyszko last eliminated Tom Zenk to win the title. Jerry 
Lawler had been stripped of the title by AWA President Stanley Blackburn for missing seven 
mandatory title defenses in AWA territories. 

8Larry Zbyszko was stripped of the title on 12-12-90 when he left the AWA for WCW. Shortly 
thereafter, the AWA folded. 


AWA WORLD TAG TEAM TITLE 





(NOTE: This tag team title grew out of ће NWA International tag team title, which began іп 
1959, and the NWA World tag team title.) 
















Hardboiled Haggerty аг MN 


.. & Gene Kiniski? - 






Wilbur Snyder 
, &leoNomellini | 


KG ide — Жам 522 
Dale Lewis & Pat Kennedy Hardboiled Haggerty 
- & Bn Geige 











| mmn MN 11-16-61 










Bob Geigel Dale Lewis & Pat 2081 
Larry Hennig 
b Geige. ашы pese eut 


С 01-15-62 









; k r Cincinnati, ‘OH =" 29. 
Le 3 For, MN | 





Doug G Gilbert 
& Dick Steinborn 
E ees 1 p pee Kalmikoff — 
Crusher & a The Bruiser 


= a kt imbon 





Crusher & Dick The Bruiser h 
Verne Mice & Moose Evans | 
оту Hernig & Harley Roe Crusher & Dick The Bris | 





теоре MN | - 





с Mineapolis, MN М Н к қ. 0- 





larry Hennig & Horley Roce | 1 





TT MN 08 





eee эссе: 1 


rr Hennig vum = Gu А -06-67 





Chicago, IL 
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WON BI- n- Ta- 2 





- 8 Hercules Cortez | 
Nick Bockwinkel 


— Ray Stevens. — 





VK Billy Minor 
Nick Bockwinkel 

& Ray Stevens 
Crusher & Billy Robinsoni: 


Nick Bockwinkel 
& Ray Stevens 


Crusher & Dick The Bruiser T | 
Crusher & Dick The Bruiser 


Blackjack кет” 
& Bobby Duncum | 


ерү Brunzell. 


Pat Patterson & Ray Stevens? | 


Verne Gagne - | 
Adnan e 
. & Jesse Ventura? 


Jim Brunzell & Greg Gagne _ 


Crusher Blackwell 
& Ken Patera 





Crusher & Baron Von Raschke | 


The Road Woran 
Jim Garvin & Steve Regal 
Scott Hall & Curt Hennig _ 





Marty Jonneity oU 
| Soldat Ui P" 








Ner eim, a — 





Ken Patera & - 
& Brad Rheingans 


uer & prar тигин 


| Nick Bockwinkel 


, 8 Shawn Michaels || 


i [emus CO 1 


тезү ang | 
ыы Robinson a a 





gi speso 


* ^ne Duncum- с 


Adrian Adonis | 
& Jesse ie | 
Jim Brunzell & Greg =e 


Crusher Blackwell | 
& Ken Patera | 


La & Baron Von Raschke 
Jim Garvin & Steve qom: s 
|... Scott Hall & Curt Hennig 





Buddy Rate Doug Somos. 













Et TK Sho Midi Y 


Doug Somers 


© Paul Diamond & Pat Tanaka | 





E Pad) MN 


Green Bay, WI 


_ Albuquerque, NM 





St. Poul, MN 


- & Soldat Ustinov? сә о 





Wina, Manitoba | 
Chicago, CURES 





E Denver, CO cuc ge 


Minneapolis, MN 


qp ERAN NV 277 








x за P 





23072 


^ 01-06-73 
(072174 


10-24- 74 





09-22-78 


(07-20-80 
206-26-83 
. 05-06-84 


08-25- 84 


01- 18- 86 
: | баллда 


01-27. Y 


205-25-87 





CTS 


` 10-19-87 


Rochester, MN - 


| 10-26-87 















12-27- v 
$19.88 
03-25-89 








БЫ ee ge Т accio та gs 
ш, ) 
ы: Ж.Ш.) „М Ж, 





` 08-11-90 


Rochester, MNI 


D.J. Peterson & The Trooper Wayne Bloom & Mike Enos 


!Tiny Mills & Stan Kowalski were NWA International and NWA World tag team champions, and 
held the belts when the latter title was renamed the AWA World tag team title. 

Len Montana's leg was broken іп a March 1961 bout; Hardboiled Haggerty chose Gene Kiniski 
as he replacement partner. 

3Hardboiled Haggerty and Gene Kiniski had split up while champions; Haggerty chose Bob 
Geigel as his new partner. 

4This was the final of a nine-team tournament. The title had been declared vacant earlier in the 
month when Otto Von Krupp was injured. 

Уоту Hennig's leg had been broken some time before this match by Verne Gagne, forcing Harley 
Race to choose a replacement partner. 

éRed Bastien chose Crusher as his new partner after Hercules Cortez was killed іп an automobile 
accident in Minnesota on July 23, 1971. 

"Pat Patterson and Ray Stevens were awarded the belts by AWA President Stanley Blackburn when 
Jim Brunzell injured himself in a softball game and the championship team of Brunzell and Greg 
Gagne were unable to defend the belts. 

8Verne Gagne was vacationing in Europe at the time of the bout; Adonis and Ventura were award- 
ed the belts by default. 

Doug Somers was allowed to substitute for Boris Zukhov, who had moved from the AWA to the 
WWF. 

10115 was a tournament final. The title had been declared vacant on September 18, 1989, when 
Ken Patera was injured by Wayne Bloom and Mike Enos. 

11D.J. Peterson & The Trooper were the last champions. The AWA folded shortly thereafter. 





FLORIDA STATE HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


(NOTE: This title was formed іп 1966 when Lester Welch defeated Sputnik Monroe in Tampa, 
Florida, to become the first champion. Our most reliable continuous lineage information stretches 
back only to August 7, 1980.) 


— uro Rm 






"X 10 11 80 
Day Moe | 11 04 80 

© Бату Windham Ce D. 04-08. 81 
09-01- 51 


Jacksonville n 

















SES 0381 i 
en E 






ү қа — i j “03 107. 82 
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Jos leDuc 2% 





” 07-29-84 

ЫН 101484 
01-06-85 
EEE oe : ^ + 02- 12-85 
МЕ 05-05-85 
1 FL E 06-31 -85 
07-23-85 
02-19-86 
0311-86 
05-21-86 
Tampa, FL 07-15-86 





| ES Windham | г." 
The White Ninja | 
Kendall Windham ' 






Pacey 25.06 
CIT PITT 
01-20-87 


Kareem Muhammad i E | 









Воп Simmons. 


Bod News Alen _ у ae ps 





04- ore 


Mike Rotundo” "Ойы Humperdink Lakeland, FL 


FOOTNOTES: 

!Dory Funk Jr. was awarded the title via firfeit when Barry Windham, injured іп an auto accident, 
was unable to defend the title. 

2This match was the last round of a tille tournament. Bruiser Brody had been stripped of the title when an 
August 24, 1982, match between Brody and Brian Blair reached an irresponsible level of brutality. 

3This was a tournament final. The title had been declared vacant when Mike Graham was injured 
and unable to defend the title for 30 days. 

4This is a tournament final. Barry E. had been stripped of the title when he left Florida to 

m in Japan. 

SThis теңеле те) final, The title had been declared vacant several weeks earlier when Hercules 
Hernandez left Florida to compete in the WWF. 

&This match was to determine the champion after the title had been held up following a match in 
which Ron Bass used chloroform against Barry Windham. 





Title Histories: Florida heavyweight / Geor 








ia National 157 


7Mike Rotundo gave the title belt to Rick Steiner in December 1988. He was subsequently stripped 
of the title, and the championship was abandoned later that month. 


GEORGIA NATIONAL HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 





WON BY WON FROM | wake hal DATE | 

aaa Ru E GO tated PANEL ATS 

Mongolian Stomper Jack Brisco Atlanta, GA 12-06-80 
Steve О Mongolian Stomper | Atlanta, GA | 03-29-81 

Masked Superstar Steve O Columbus, GA 08-12-81 

Tommy Rich Masked Superstar Columbus, GA 10-14-81 

Masked Superstar Tommy Rich Atlanta, GA 11-27-81 

Tommy Rich Masked Superstar Atlanta, GA 01-01-82 
Ron Bass Tommy Rich Augusta, GA 03-15-82 
Tommy Rich Ron Bass Augusta, GA 04-19-82 
Buzz Sawyer Tommy Rich Atlanta, GA 05-02-82 
Paul Orndorff2 Buzz Sawyer Atlanta, GA 06-20-82 
Super Destroyer Paul Orndorff Atlanta, САЗ 08-29-82 
Paul Orndorff Super Destroyer Atlanta, GA -10-03-82 
Masked Superstar Paul Orndorff Atlanta, GA 10-17-82 
Paul Orndorff - Masked Superstar Atlanta, GA 11-07-82 
Larry Zbyszko4 Atlanta, GA 03-20-83 
Larry Zbyszko Mr. Wrestling 116 Atlanta, GA 06-05-83 
Brett Wayne Larry Zbyszko Atlanta, GA 09-25-83 
Ted DiBiase Brett Wayne Cleveland, OH 11-18-83 
Brad Armstrong? Ted DiBiase Atlanta, СА 02-18-84 
The Spoiler Brad Armstrong Wheeling, WV 04-12-84 
Brad Armstrong The Spoiler Marietta, СА 05-04-84 
The Spoiler Brad Armstrong Atlanta, GA 07-01-84 
Ted DiBiase The Spoiler Macon, GA 07-14-84 
Ronnie Garvin Ted DiBiase “жене MD 10-11-84 
Black Bart Ronnie Garvin Atlanta, GA 06-08-85 
Terry Taylor Black Bart Atlanta, GA 09-22-85 
Buddy Landell Terry Taylor Greensboro, NC 11-28-85 
Dusty Rhodes | Buddy Landell Albuquerque, NM . 12-19-85 
Tully Blanchard | Dusty Rhodes Spartanburg, SC 03-04-86 
Wahoo McDaniel? Tully Blanchard Los Angeles, CA 08-28-86 


This is a tournament final. 


2Paul Orndorff relinquished the championship belt on television in Atlanta on July 31, 1982. He 
claimed defending the belt took too much time away from preparations for NWA World title 





matches with Ric Flair. 

3This was the final round of a round-robin tournament. 

4Killer Brooks defeated Paul Orndorff in the scheduled title match. Larry Zbyszko bought the title 
from Brooks for $25,000. Zbyszko was subsequently stripped of the title, on April 30, 1983. A 
tournament was ordered to determine the new champion. 

5This is the final round of a title tournament; see note 4, above. 
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$Brad Armstrong masqueraded as Мг. R and was unmasked by Ted DiBiase, who thought it would 
be Tommy Rich under the mask. While Rich waved at DiBiase from Gordon Solie’s 
podium, a shocked DiBiase became the victim of Armstrong's pin 


7Wahoo McDaniel was defeated by Nikita Koloff in a match to unify the National and U.S. tiles, ' 


on September 28, 1986 in Atlanta. See U.S. title chart (page 137) for more information. 


MID-SOUTH NORTH AMERICAN HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


New Orleans, L 3 к= 1 





егі Бана T UK — — | 


FOOTNOTES: 
1Mike George is the first Mid-South North American heavyweight champion, having defeated Mr. 


Wrestling Il on February 16, 1979, for the title that was previously known as simply ће North T 


American title and renamed in August 1979. 
2This was atournament final. The title had been declared vacant in February 1983. 


3This title was abandoned in May 1986 when Bill Watts’ Mid-South region was renamed the UWF. | 


Terry Gordy won the first UWF title їп а May 30, 1986 tournament in Houston, Texas; One Man 
Gang won the title from Gordy via forfeit on November 9, 1986; Big Bubba Rogers won the title 
on April 19, 1987; Steve Williams won the title on July 11, 1987; the title was finally abandoned 
in December 1987 when the UWF became part of the NWA. 





10- 2 455 
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MISSOURI STATE HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 






ny Valentine AED 


Terry Funk 


puc c mens 22 02-10-73 
Gene Kiniski 252 


03-16-73 
0 - 77704373 
05-24-74 
Rods t Le в, 222 2922778 
» 2. St louis, COH 222 04-23-76 
` $f. louis, МО 1122676 
08-12-77 


















St. Lovis, MO 
` ` St louis, MO |. 02-12-78 
St. Louis, MO 02-26-78 
tois MO — 07-14-78. 
Чч 03- lak 


Dick Slater | | 12 Jack Brisco 
Dick Murdoch | VES toa Ted ша эссе 





ES el Louis, МО 













Kevin Von. Г с ET ox 
o — | 
Jock Brisco a e < 






т lovis, эз 
m EY» МО. 











s. Дош; MO 





'This was the final of a tournament that had begun on March 18, 1972. 

?This match was to fill the title vacancy created on December 6, 1972, when a match between 
champion Harley Race and challenger Johnny Valentine ended in double-disqualification. 

3This was a tournament final. The title had been vacated following Harley Race’s defeat of Ric Flair 
for the NWA World title. 

‘This title was abandoned roughly six months after Harley Race's victory. 





11-07-85 
04-07-86 


03-29-87 


ДЕЛЛА ТТ 


01-24-88 
03-27-88 
07-10-88 
08-29-88 
11-24-88 
12-13-88 
12-26-88 


201-15-89. 


02-20-89 
04-02-89 
05-07-89 


07-23-89 
.08-28-89 


. 10-28-89 


1122209 — 
12-13-89 


02-24-91 
03-24-91 
05-19-91 
06-09-91 
07-04-91 
08-26-91 
10-27-91 
11-27-91 
12-03-91 





BEE. aie 


A COMPLETE DIRECTORY OF WRESTLING 
ON РАҮ- PER-VIEW TELEVISION 


FEDERATION 


* indicates an estimated figure 


boldface figures indicate sellout crowds; two sellouts in the same building may be different figures due to changing seating numbers because of television equipment needs 


Wrestling Classic 
WrestleMania |! 


WrestleMania lll 
Survivor Series . 


Bunkhouse Stampede 


WrestleMania IV 
Great American Bash 
SummerSlam 
Survivor Series 
SuperClash Il 
Starrcade 

Royal Rumble 
Chi-Town Rumble 
WrestleMania V 


Music City Showdown - 


Great American Bash. 
SummerSlam 
Halloween Havoc 
Survivor Series 


Wrestle War 
WrestleMania VII 
SuperBrawl | 

Beach Brawl 

Great American Bash 
SummerSlam 
Halloween Havoc 
Survivor Series 
Tuesday In Texas 


Starrcade | 


Nassau Coliseum 
Rosemont Horizon 
The Sports Arena 
The Silverdome 


Richfield Coliseum - 


Nassau Coliseum 
Trump Plaza 

Baltimore Arena 
Madison Square Garden 
Richfield Coliseum 

UIC Pavilion 

The Scope 

The Summit 0/00 
UIC Pavilion 

Trump Plaza ts 
Municipal Auditorium | 
Baltimore Arena 


` Meadowlands Arena 
-Civic Center 


Rosemont Horizon 
The Omni 








Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Sports Arena 

Bayfront Arena 

Manatee Civic Center 
Baltimore Arena 

Madison Square Garden 
UTC Arena 

Joe Louis Arena 

Freeman Coliseum 


cat | 140008 |% 
Uniondale, МҮ 15,500: |2 
Chicago, IL 9,000" 2 
Los Angeles, CA 14,500" |5 
TBMM ЕТЕНЕ с> LIES 
Richfield, OH 2 2200 
Uniondale, NY 6,000* 
Atlantic City, NJ 14,000* 
Baltimore, MD 14,000* 
New York, NY 20,000* 
Richfield, OH ,30€ 
Chicago, IL 
Norfolk, VA 10, 
- Houston, ТХ 19,0 
Chicago, IL 2 7 
` Allantic City, NJ |. 18,9: 
Nashville, A 15,2 
East gat NJ 20,000* 
. Philadelphia, PA 7,300" 
.. Chicago, IL | | | 2 
VE donis DÀ. 





i NIR. Se De ТЕГИН 


Norfolk, VA 


LIVE ATTENDANCE 















LIVE ATTENDANCE 


Phoenix, AZ 

Los Angeles, CA 
St. Petersburg, FL 
Palmetto, FL 
Baltimore, MD 
New York, NY 
Chattanooga, TN 
Detroit, MI 

San Antonio, TX 





191 МЕЦ) мәд-494- 














01-22-95 
02-19-95 
03-19-95 
04-02-95 
05-14-95 
05-21-95 
06-18-95 
06-25-95 
07-16-95 
07-23-95 
08-04-95 
08-27-95 
09-17-95 
09-24-95 
10-22-95 
10-29-95 
11-19-95 
11-26-95 
12-17-95 
12-27-95 





E 








* indicates an estimated figure 
** indicates an approximate figure; this outdoor card on the beach allowed all fans to watch for free 
*** this event drew an average of 170,000 per night for two nights; the pay-per-view card was an edited version of two nights of wrestling that took place April 28 and 29, 1995 


boldface figures indicate sellout crowds; two sellouts in the same building may be different figures due to changing seating numbers because of television equipment needs 
N/A means this figure was not available at press time 


Beach Blast 


SummerSlam 


Starrcade 


Royal Rumble 
SuperBrawi Ill 
WrestleMania IX 
Slamboree 

King Of The Ring 
Beach Blast 
SummerSlam 
UWFI 

Halloween Havoc 
Survivor Series 
Starrcade 


Royal Rumble 
SuperBrawl V 
Uncensored 
WrestleMania XI 
In Your House | 
Slamboree 


Great American Bash 


King Of The Ring 
Bash At The Beach 
In Your House Il 
Collision In Korea 
SummerSlam 

Fall Brawl 

In Your House Ill 
In Your House IV 
Halloween Havoc 
Survivor Series 
World War Ill 

In Your House V 
Starrcade 


Civic Center 

Caesars Palace 

The Omni 

The Nutter Center 
Mississippi Coast Coliseum 
The Palace 

Fighting Osaka Furitsu Gym 
Lakefront Arena 

Boston Garden 
Independence Arena 


` Municipal Auditorium - 


Sun Dome 

Baltimore Arena 

The Coliseum 

Civic Center 
Onondaga County War Memorial 
Bayfront Center 

Hara Arena 
CoreStates Spectrum 
on the beach 
Municipal Auditorium 
Mayday Stadium 
Civic Arena 

Civic Center 

Civic Center 
Winnipeg Arena 

Joe Louis Arena 

U.S. Air Arena 

The Scope 
Hersheypark Arena 
Municipal Auditorium 


CITY 


Sacramento, CA 
Asheville, NC 
Las Vegas, NV 
Atlanta, GA 
Dayton, OH 
Biloxi, MS 
Auburn Hills, MI 
Osaka, Japan 
New Orleans, LA 
Boston, MA 
Charlotte, NC 
Providence, RI 


LIVE ATTENDANCE 


CITY LIVE ATTENDANCE 
Roanoke, VA 6,500 — 
Detroit, МІ | 14,000. 

los Angeles, СА | 13,500" 
San Antonio, TX 10,00 
Nashville, TN — . 8,2200 
Tampa, FL 10,000* 
Baltimore, MD 13,390 
Tupelo, MS 5,782 
Hartford, CT 15,000 
Syracuse, NY 7,000* 
St. Petersburg, FL 7,000* 
Dayton, OH 6,000* 
Philadelphia, PA 15,000* 
Huntington Beach, CA 10,000** 
Nashville, TN 6,500* 
Pyongyang, North Korea 170,000*** 
Pittsburgh, PA 18,062 
Asheville, NC 6,600 
Saginaw, MI 6,500* 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 10,339 
Detroit, MI 13,000* 
Landover, MD 14,000* 
Norfolk, VA 12,000* 
Hershey, PA N/A 
Nashville, TN N/A 








9661 »eueuiy Dui[i$344. 291 
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WRESTLING 6 
PAY-PER-VIEW 


COMPLETE RESULTS 


In this section, you'll find complete results of every pay-per-view card in wrestling history, NO 
WCW's World War Ill on November 26, 1995. In many cases, you'll also find results of matches 
not aired on the pay-per-view broadcasts! Unlike the chart on page 160, which lists all pay-per- 
views chronologically, we have broken down these results into three sections: WWF results, 
NWA/WCW results, and results from other pay-per-view events. 

Covert, Harvey Martin, and Ernie Holmes . .. The British 
Bulldogs captured the World tag team file from Greg 
Valentine & Brutus Beefcake in 13:03 when Davey Boy 
Smith pinned Valentine ... FROM THE ARENA, 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: 
Hercules 


Елен Dog 





























PIA has Fa 








ms d کے‎ s да, کے‎ ara 
ur іш, ь ма АШ АМ, ال‎ Шама 
PRY-PER-VE 

(November 


7, 1985) 
Adrian Adonis pinned Cpl 






Mdintyre in даа fick: еа 
Kirschner pinned Nikolai Volkoff in 2:05 alter using Fred | Hacksaw Эя эр n, қ ааа | Hole , 
Legis "e : c: invi Brutus ‚ & Jake Roberts dele ^ Harley Race, 


і УЗА: Ж 4:00 ... Velve 
Neidhort Studd, Hillbilly Jim, Brunc Sammartino, Jumping Bomb Angels, Rockin Robin, & Fabulous 











WRESTLEMANIA IV 


(March 27, 1988) 
WORLD TITLE TOURNAMENT, ROUND ONE: Ted DiBiase 
pinned Hacksaw Duggan in 4:54 following а fistdrop ... 
Don Muraco beat Dine Bravo by disqualification in 4:53 
... Greg Valentine pinned Rick Steamboat in 9:12 ... 
Randy Savage pinned Butch Reed following a top-rope 
elbowdrop in 5:07 ... One Man Gang beat Bam Bam 
re oc countout in 2:56 ... Rick Rude and Jake 
battled to a 15-minute draw ... ROUND TWO: 
Andre The Giant ond Hulk Hogan battled to a double- 
disqualification in 5:22 ... DiBiase pinned Muraco іп 


5:44 ... و‎ ДЕ Valentine in 6:06 ... 5ЕМІҒІ- 
NALS: Savage beat Gang by disqualification in 4:05 ... 


FINAL: Savage pinned DiBiase in 9:27 to capture the 
World tile ... NON-TOURNAMENT BOUTS: Bad News 


ж) Patera, 
Rougeau, Harley Race, Paul Roma, & Junkyard Dog ... 
The Ultimate Warrior pinned Hercules Hernandez in 
4:29 ... Brutus Beefcake defeated Intercontinental cham- 
pion The Honky Tonk Man by disqualification in 6:30... 
The Islanders & Bobby Heenan defeated The British 


Bulldogs & Коко B. Ware when Heenan pinned Ware at 
the 7:30 mark ... Demolition captured the World tag 
team fitle from Rick Martel & Tito Santana when Ax 
pinned Martel at 12:53. 






ИТТИ ҮЛ 





The British Mop edd = қа ЖЕ 
British Bulldogs and Jacques 8 Rougea 
battled to a draw after 20:04 ... Bad News Brown 
pinned Ken Patera at 6:33 ... Rick Rude defeated 
Junkyard Dog by disqualification at 6:18 ... The Powers 
Of Pain (managed by Baron Von Raschke) beat The 
Bolsheviks when Barbarian pinned Boris Zukhov ot 5:17 
... The Ultimate Warrior pinned Intercontinental champi- 
on The Honky Tonk Man іп 28 seconds to win the fitle ... 
Dino Bravo pinned Don Muraco at 5:28 ... World tag 
team champions Demolition defeated The Hart 





THE SURVIVOR SERIES 
(November 24, 1988) 
Brutus Beefcake, The Blue Blazer (Owen Hart], Sam 
Houston, The Ultimate Warrior, & Jim Brunzell defeated 
The Honky Tonk Man, Bad News Brown, 
Valentine, Ron Bass, & Danny Davis at 17:50 ... The 
Powers Of Pain, The Rockers, The Young Stallions, The 





Pay-Per-View Results: WWF 165 





at 42:12 ... Andre The 


= 


Ja & Raymond Rougeau, Los Conquistadores, The 
Bolsheviks & The Brainbusters 


Casey, Ken Potera, & Tito Santana at CTR 
Hogan, Randy Savage, Koko B. Ware, ‚ & 
Terry Taylor, & Big Bossman at 29:10. 





Bravo & Jacques & Raymond Rougeau in а best-of- 
three-falls match. Jacques pinned Bret Hart at 4:22 in the 


Martin at 6:24... ak cwn champion Haku pinned 
Harley Race at 9:01 alter a thrust kick ... Big John Studd 
won the Royal Rumble at 64:53, last eliminating Ted 





10:01 ... The Bushwhackers defeated Jacques & 
Raymond Rougeau in 5:10 when Luke Williams pinned 
Raymond following a double-stomachbreaker ... Curt 


Hennig pinned The Blue Blozer in 5:38 ... Demolition 
retained their World tag team title with a victory over 
Warlord, Barbarian, & Mr. Fuji when Ax pinned Fuji in 


8:26 following an elbow from the .. Коп 
Garvin beat Dino Bravo in 3:48 ... tilly Blanchard & 
Arn Anderson defeated Rick Martel & Tito Santana in 
9:17 when Anderson pinned Santana ... Jake Roberts 
beat Andre The Giant by disqualification in 9:44 ... The 
Hart Foundation beat Greg Valentine & The Honky Tonk 
Man in 7:40 when Bret Hart pinned Honky Tonk Man ... 
Rick Rude used some help from Bobby Heenan to pin 
The Ultimate Warrior in 9:36 and capture the 
Intercontinental tide ... Bad News Brown and Hacksaw 
Duggan battled to a double-disqualification in 3:49 ... 
Terry Taylor pinned Bobby Heenan in 32 seconds ... 
Hulk Hogan pinned Randy Savage іп 17:54 to capture 
the World title. 


SUMMERSLAM | | 

(August 28, 1989) 
Tully Blanchard & Arn Anderson defeated The Hart 
Foundation when Blanchard pinned Bret Hart at 16:23 
... Dusty Rhodes pinned The Honky Tonk Man at 9:36 
... Curt Hennig pinned Terry Taylor at 3:21 ... Jacques 
& Raymond Rougeau & Rick Martel defeated The 
Rockers & Tito Santana at 14:58 ... The Ultimate 
Warrior pinned Intercontinental champion Rick Rude at 
16:02 to regain the title ... Demolition & Hacksaw 
Duggan defeated Andre The Giant, Akeem, & Big 
Bossman at 7:23 ... Hercules Hernandez defeated 





n by countout сі 6:27 ... Hulk 
Hogan 8. Brutus Beefcake beat Randy Savage & Zeus 
when Hogan pinned Zeus at 15:04. 
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THE SURVIVOR шен 





етой сіл rf lae in 11:07 ... Ron 
Valentine by submission in 16:55 





ралы od: OF ADR ri at the 6:48 mark €— 
Foundation defeated ase ee 
Bret Hart pinned Boris Zukhov following a clothesline .. 


clothesline from the юр горе. n il . In he WWE: first-ever 
mixed tag team match, Dusty Rhodes ire defeat- 
Randy pnt der rg қазыға 


ed 
Source pin her . The Orient Express beat The 
by countout ... Hacksaw Te Shag Dino 


Bravo in 4:15 ... Ted DiBiase regai 
қ ды Sanat vor co iir 5. 
— pinned Akeem in 1:49 ... Rick Rude pinn 

mmy Snuka in 3:51 The Ultimate Worrior pinned 
Hulk Hogan in 22:51 lo capture the World tile. 





Sapphire failed to show up for the match ... The Warlord 
beat Tito Santana in 5:28 following а powerslam .. ‚ Jake 
Roberts beat Bad News Brown by disqualification i in 


Hulk Hogan beot Earthquake by countout in 13:16. 







Fal by d isqualification at 9:56, and Hart pinned Crush in 
the third foll at 14:14 affer Demolifion Ax and The Legion 
еск ко... „\п а steel cage match, The Ultimate 
Warrior beat Rick Rude іп 10:05 ... World champion 





The Perfect Team (Curt Hennig & Demolition) vs . The 
Warriors (Ultimate Warrior, Kerry Von Erich, & The 
Legion of Doom): Warrior pinned Ax at 3:23 ... Smash, 
Crush, & The Legion of Doom were oll di ified at 
7:36 for brawling in the ri Hennig pinned Von Erich 
a 11:02.. “Wer pad Нету а 1420 пе The Dream 


Ware ot 1:39 following a 
Sep hep bg Ыш 
powerslam . DiBiase pinned Neidhart at 5:49 
Virgil interfered ... Undertaker pinned Rhodes at 8:26 fol- 
с lowing a lying bor Боп hep rope -- Undertaker 
was counted out at 9:17 while he was attacking 
Hart pinned Valentine at 9:57 with a small package ... 

DiBiase pinned Hort ot 13:54 with a small package. The 
Vipers (Jake Roberts, Jimmy Snuka, Shawn Michaels, & 


pinned Michaels at 15:40 
rs once ол o xui 
mite lugboat, байо басуда; hs Ташен 
man) vs. Маа Diatr [мй оно моле 


. He п panned 
dro е Alliance тегі Volkoff, Tito Santana, & The 
ers) vs. The Mercenaries (Sgt. Slaughter, 
Boris Zukhov, Aldo Sato, & Pat Tanaka): Santana pinned 
Zukhov at 0:48 following a flying forearm ... Luke 
BB si tomas Sato at 1 Аа з . Santana сен 

at 2:13 followi Slaughter pin 
ҮК өрт ns denies T „ Seugher pinned 
Williams at 6:30 following а stomochbreaker ... 

Slaughter pinned Miller at 6:30 following a clothesline .. 
Slaughter was disqualified at 10:52 when Gen. Adnan hit 
Santana with a flagpole. .. Hulk Hogan, Tito Santana, & 
The Ultimate Warrior vs. Rick Martel, Paul Roma, 
Hercules, The Warlord, og ез Sonlona pinned 
Warlord at 0:28 following а fying forearm .... DiBiase 
(іле Santana at 1:51 lowing о singshot of he юр 
.. Hogan pinned Roma at 5:57 fol ا‎ 

Martel was counted out at 7:17 when‏ .. ا 








ed to the locker room following a Hogan clothesline .. 
Hogan pinned DiBiase at 8:36 following а boot to the 
face and a . Warrior pinned Hercules at 9:07 


legdrop .. 
offer a flying tackle and splash. 
THE ROYAL (шам. 
ary 19, 





| Orient in 19:15 when Morty 
"tcm ame rm ... Big 
Bossman beat Pane r ree UNE 


65:17, last eliminating with a clothesline ... 
. Slaughter р inned World champion The Ultimate 
Warrior in 12:47 to win the file 


Pay-Per-View Results: WWF 167 








‚ Bret Hort, Virgil, сүрады Smith: Flair 
= gs isl ілі, him in 





fold еп areis a Dor. ... The Undertaker фас 


Берн ай in 4-44 [cloving a pover hands 
Big Bossman defeated Intercontinental champion Curt 
Hennig by disqualification in 10:47 when Haku and The 
Barbarian interfered ... pete pinned 
Valentine in 3:14 ... The of Doom 
in 59 seconds when Animal pinned Paul 
= ome Vi il defeated Ted DiBiase by countout in 7:4] 
Rougeau pinned Tito Santana in 1:21 . 
Hk Hogen me Sgt. Slaughter in 20:26 to capture 
is thi 





(August 26, 1991) 
IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW TELE- 


CASE Koko B. Ware pinned Kato іп 6:03 ... IN PAY-PER- 
VIEW BOUTS: The Natural Disasters beat The 
Bushwhackers in 6:27 when Earthquake pinned Luke 


Williams following an "earthquake" splash ... Virgil 
ned Ted DiBiase in 13:11 to goin possesion aes 
ER eit Bossman 


к ы жегі T mo ые i 707 
Smith, & res arbi ri srt waa a Sr py ed 
8 Glory in 1043 when Seo inned Paul Roma after 
vog сорла . The Legion bin омыж 
champions The Nasty іп 7:45 to win the fi 
өкеп да pinned Jerry Sags Hart In- 


Санкт ide de IN A MATCH FOR THE 
por эя el il al ады, рї afier 
ic Flair 





pinned Warlord іп 12:49 wilh a спек .. . Ted DiBiase & 
v Man кын png жан mr 11:30 when 


DiBiase pinned Virgil . Regan pried ссе 
pon he Uden 1312 н 
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WRESTLEMANIA VIII 





- 092) 
IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECASE The Bushwhockers beat The Beverly Brothers 
... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: Shawn Michaels pinned 
Tito Santana in 10:39 when he reversed a bodyslam 
attempt var cel .. Tatanka pinned Rick Martel іп 
Элетти .. The Natural 


4:32 alter a | 
Disasters beat Мары champions Ted DiBiase & 


Irwin R. MÀ iro ب جم ع رھ چا‎ 
Жүкүн 


EY Қ ылды ? the arena Bret Hart 
nned Intercontinental champion Roddy Piper | іп 13:56 
fo win the ніс. ipi Hon рон ater in 1:11 fol- 
ig. а econ flip .. . Hulk Ачылыр defeated Sid Justice 

isqualiheation be 12:44 n manager Harvey 
Wippleman interfer 


SUMMERSAM — 
st 29, 1992) 
Hacksaw Duggan & The Bushwhackers beat The Nasty 


Boys & The Mountie іг 12:33 when Duggan pinned 
Mountie ... Papa Shango pinned Tito Santana in 6:00 
following а reverse shoulderbreaker .... The Legion Of 
Doom beat Money Inc. in 15:10 when Animal pinned 
Ted DiBiase following a powerslam ... Май defeated 
Shawn Michaels bot 


a sear 
Rick Martel to a double-countout in 8:06 .. "World 


tag team م‎ The Natural Disasters defeated The 
Beverly Brothers їп 10:30 when ke used a belly- 
ET suplex and ра Beau I . Crush deleat- 


Worror чечей Word char Rey ese P 
Warrior Wi ion 

countout іп 28:00 ... The Undertaker defeated 

by disqualification in 3:27 when Kim Chee meat aa 
Tatanka ріп Berzerker іп 5:46 after а back suplex ... 
Davey Boy Smith pinned Intercontinental champion Bret 
Hart in 25:40 to win the title. 





THE SURVIVOR SERIES 
25, 1992) 

IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 

TELECAST: Crush defeated Steve Lombardi by submission 

ra Men VIEW BOUTS: The Headshrinkers defeat- 


reson ҮЗ 7:38 when Райи pinned Owen Hart 
"s "eher d рын apes ag . In a nightstick match, 


а pinned Rick 
этүү с е & Curt Hennig defeated Ric 
Акаш Hc lication іп 16:29. 


okozuna pinned Vi ilin 3:34.... The Nasty Boys & The 

atural Di delecied Money Inc. & The Beverly 

Brothers іп 15:50 when Jerry Sags pinned Irwin R. 

Schyster ... The Undertaker pinned Kamala in 5:27 after 

hitting him with his um. Afterward, Undertaker put Kamala 

pao . World ion Bret Hart defeated Shawn 
Michaels by submission in 26:40. 


THE ROYAL RU MBLE 





Lii nts бос Обу арене de 


nd b یرای م‎ не toe" ‚ Yokozuna 


won the 30-man Royal Rumble, last eliminating Randy 
Savage. 






WRESTLEMANIA IX | 
(Арпі 4, 1993) 
ІМ А MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW TELE- 
CAST Tito Santana pinned Papa Shango ... IN PAY-PER- 
VIEW BOUTS: Tatanka defeated Intercontinental champi- 
on Shawn Michaels by disqualification ... Rick & Scott 
Steiner defeated The Meads өзг when Scott pinned 
Samu alter о "Frankenstiner" ... Doink pinned Crush as a 
Doink clone assisted him while the referee was unconscious 
‚ Razor Ramon pinned Bob Badund .. . World tag 
E- poney rne rS rye 
Hogan isqualiftication ... lex Luger pin 
Hennig while Hennig's feet were on the ropes . The 
Undertaker defected Giant Gonzales by disqualification 
‚ Yokozuna pinned World champion Bret Hart to cap- 
ture the tile after Mr. Fuji threw salt in Hart's eyes. After ће 
match, — and Yokozuna issued a challenge to Hulk 
Hogan, who accepled, pinned Yokozuna, and was 
awarded the belt. 





KING OF THE RING 
une 13, 1993) 
FIRST ROUND: Bret Hart pinned Razor Ramon at 10:25 
‚ Curt Hennig d Ме рни disqualification 





when Harvey Wippleman handed Hughes Тһе 
Undertaker's urn a T Hughes pounded Hennig with it . 
Bam Bom Bigelow pinned Hacksaw Duggan с! 4:59... 
Tatanka balled to а 15-minute fime-limit 
4 were eliminated, thus placing Bigelow іп the 
finals ... SEMIFINALS: Hart beat Hennig айег reversing a 
small package сї 18:56 ... FINAL Hart pinned Bigelow ... 
NON"2DTOURNAMENT MATCHES: Papa Shango 
pinned Owen Hart ... The Smokin’ Gunns & Rick 8 Scot 
Steiner defeated The Headshrinkers & Inc. when 
ею. Gunn pinned Ted DiBiase .. , Inlercontinenicl champi- 
Michaels beat Crush, as Crush was confronted 
by the two Doinks distracting him at ringside, allowing 
Saree ui to attack him from behind and make the pin .. 
nned World champion Hulk Hogan at 13: 08 
Mise ren rapher stood on the ring apron 
and emitted a fireball his fash unit, allowing Yo- 
kozuna to legdrop and pin the “Hulkster.” 





* (August 30, 1993) 
paces tani ri 





24, 1993) 
IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER- VIEW TELE- 
CAST: Doink defeated Jim Powers іп 5:57 ... IN PAY-PER- 





-Per-View Results: WWF 169 











елі after | дел Dr ы 





pinned Bret Hart сї 20:21 . . Bam Bam Bigelow & Luna 
Vachon beat Denk & Dink when Bigelow pinned Doink 
at 6:09 ... In а falls-count-anywhere match, 
Savage defeated Crush, two falls to one, at 9:42 when 
Savage fied up Crush in a room under the Garden tun- 
nal ind СЛН ОЗАТ telón to the ring іп 60 seconds 
. World women's champion pinned 
Leloni Kai at 3:24 .. ‚ Men On A Mission defeated World 


она 14:40 when une Mb quest lores 
squalificalion сі 4: t 
Curt керу Adom Bomb in 32 


seconds .. Ta o kr м Intercontinental champion 


KING OF THE RING _ 

[June 19, 1994) 
IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: 


8:18... The 1-2-3 Kid defeated Jarrett b Sk 
in 4:39 ... Intercontinental champion Diesel 

World champion Bret Hort by disquelficalion in in 
22:51 ... Ramon pinned Schyster in 5:13 ... Owen 
forced Kid to submit to the sharpshooter at Же 3:37 
mark ... World tag team champions T 
Headshrinkers defeated Yokozuna & Crush in 9:31 
when Fatu Dass A: 5% Омеп Нап pa 
Ramon to become ing Ring ... Roddy Piper 
pinned Jerry Lawler in 12:30. 


| т 29, 1994) , 


IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Adam Bomb defeated Kwang ... IN PAY- 
PER-VIEW BOUTS: Bam Bam Bigelow & Irwin R. 
Schyster defeated The Headshrinkers by disqualifica- 
tion in 6:45 ... World women’s champion Alundra 
Blayze pinned Bull Nakano іп 8:18 ... r Ramon 
pinned Intercontinental champion Diesel in 15:02 to 
win the title ... Tatanka pinned Lex Luger in 6:03 .. 

Jeff Jarrett pinned Mabel in 5:55 .. . World champion 


Bret Hart ni lS 

in 33:21 ... The Undertaker ү 
Bearer) pinned rarior varie ed 

DiBiase] in 9:12. 


SURVIVOR SERIES 
| 23, 1994) 

IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly defeated 
Kwang ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: Razor Ramon, 

Fatu, The Kid, Davey Boy Smith, & Sionne defeated 
Jeff Jarrett, Diesel, Jim Neidhart, Owen Hart, & 
Shawn Michaels. Order of elimination: Diesel pinned 
Fatu at 13:36; Diesel pinned The Kid at 14:05; Diesel 
pinned Sionne ot 14:39; Davey Boy Smith was count- 

eios at 19925 М 21: чаба Razor Ramon the 
only man lett on his team ing team wos 
counted out when the other салса, ln of the 
team tried to stop Diesel from хо нб Michaels іп 


ғы dcn foom Queasy, 
Dock. Dik Pec Pink, wal Order of 


pt sell ыйы held Doink's trunks and pinned 
him at 10:33; Queasy pinned Wink with Lawler's 
assistance; Cheesy pinned Pink with gs from 
Lawler; Queasy pinned Dink at 16:26 ... Bob 
Backlund beat World champion Bret Hart to win the 
title when Bret’s mother, Helen, ад in the towel Юг 
her son at 35:14 .. «King Kong Bu [ond pe 
Bam Bigelow, & Th Haava bel, 
Lex Luger, Adam Bomb, a e Seok pre, 
Order of elimination: Mabel pinned Tom Prichard at 
3:38; Mabel was counted out at 6:24; Bigelow 
pinned Bomb at 8:49; Luger pinned Jim Del Ray а! 
10:36; Tatanka pinned Bart Gunn at 14:06; Bundy 
pinned Billy Gunn at 16:53; Luger pinned Totanka at 





22- 53; Bundy pinned Luger at 23:02 ... The 
Underta 


ker beat Yokozuna in а casket match. 
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ROYAL RUMBLE 
| Tt ‚ 


IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ОМ THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Buck Quartermaine beat Steve Lombardi 
‚.. IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: Jeff Jarrett pinned 
Intercontinental champion Razor Ramon to win the belt 
in 20:52 (Jarrett won by countout at 11:47, but 
the match was restarted at 14:34 when Ramon agreed 
lo continue the bout) ... The Undertaker pinned Irwin 
R. Schyster in 12:20 ... World champion Diesel and 
Bret Hart wrestled to a draw in 28:39 ... The Kid & 
Bob Holly beat Bam Bam Bigelow & Tatanka in a 
tournament final to win the vacant World tag team title 
... Shawn Michaels won the Royal Rumble, last elimi- 
nating Davey Boy Smith, at 38:40. 


WRESTLEMANIA ХІ == 
(April 2, 1995) 
Lex Luger & Davey Boy Smith beat Eli & Jacob Blu 
when Smith pinned Jacob at 6:37 ... Razor Ramon 
beat Intercontinental champion Jeff Jarrett by disqual- 
ification at 13:29 when The Roadie interfered ... The 
Undertaker beat King Kong Bundy at 6:38 ... Owen 
Hart & Yokozuna won the World tag team belts from 
The Smokin’ Gunns when Hart pinned Billy Gunn at 
9:4] ... Bret Hart beat Bob Backlund іп an "I Quit" 
match when Backlund submitted to Hart’s cross-face 
chicken wing at 9:34 ... World champion Diesel 
pinned Shawn Michaels at 20:40 after a “jackknife” 
power bomb ... Lawrence Taylor pinned Bam Bam 
Bigelow іп 11:42. 


IN YOUR HOUSE | 
(May 14, 1995) 

Bret Hart pinned Hakushi (managed by Shinja) in 
14:22 ... Razor Ramon beat Jeff Jarrett & The Roadie 
in a handicap match when he pinned Jarrett in 12:38 
... Mabel pinned Adam Bomb іп 1:51 in a King of the 
Ring qualifying motch ... World tag team champions 
Owen Hart & Yokozuna defeated The Smokin’ Gunns 
in 5:47 ... Jerry Lawler pinned Bret Hart in 5:01 after 
Hakushi & Shinja interfered ... World champion 
Diesel defeated Sid Vicious by disqualification in 
11:29 when Tatanka interfered. 


KING OF THE RIN a i 
[June 25, 1995) 
IN A KING OF THE RING QUALIFYING MATCH TO 








pinned The Undertaker (with Paul Bearer) in 10:44 ... 
KING OF THE RING SEMIFINALS: Vega pinned Тһе 
Roadie іп 6:33 ... Mabel received a bye because of the 


earlier draw between Michaels and Kama ... KING OF 


THE RING FINAL: Mabel pinned Vega in 8:30 ... IN 
NON-TOURNAMENT MATCHES: Bret Hart beat Jerry 
Lawler by submission in a “kiss-my-foot” match in 9:19 
... Diesel & Bam Bam Bi defeated Sid Vicious & 
Tatanka when Diesel pinned Tatanka at 17:35. 





IN YOUR HOUSE II 






ust 
Hakushi pinned the tad 





Hakushi interfered ... Bertha Faye defeated World 
women’s champion Alundra Blayze in 4:40 to win the title 
‚.. The Undertaker defeated Kama іп а casket match in 
16:22 ... Bret Hart beat Isaac Yankem by disqualification 
in 16:10 when Jerry Lawler interfered ... Intercontinental 
champion Shawn Michaels defeated Razor Ramon in a 
ladder match in 25:01 ... World champion Diesel pinned 
Mabel in 9:53. 


IN YOUR HOUSE Ill 
ber 24, 1995) 


IN MATCHES NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
beat Bob Holly ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: Savio Vega 
pinned Waylon Mercy at 7:06 ... “Psycho” Sid Vicious 
pinned Henry Godwinn at 7:21 ... Davey Boy Smith pin- 
ned Bam Bam Bigelow at 11:58 ... Dean Douglas 
pinned Razor Ramon at 14:52 ... Bret Hart defeated 
Jean-Pierre Lafitte by submission to the “sharpshooter” 
leglock at 16:36 ... World champion Diesel & 
Intercontinental champion Michaels 





defeated World tag team champions Yokozuna & Davey 
Boy Smih (subsiiving for Owen Hart) when Diesel 
pinned Owen Hart, wh 

15:53. 


о had interfered in the match, at 





9” Sid Vicious ... Bret Hart beat 





World tag team defeated 
Razor Ramon & The Kid when Billy Gunn pinned The Kid 
at 12:46 ... Goldust defeated Marty Jannetty in 11:15 
‚.. Yokozuna and Mabel wrestled to a double-countout at 
5:12 ... Razor Ramon pinned Intercontinental Етек 
Dean las (who had won the title by forfeit h 

Shawn Mi ; earlier in the evening) at 11:01 to win 








dee esal | apa i e Сот 
when Bret Hart, who was doing color commentary on 
x ^ dimit: broadcast, interfered and attacked 


SURVIVOR SERIES — 
[November 


19, 1995) 


champion Diesel to win the title in 24:42. 


lia = ч à Ui, 


NWA/WCW ON 


ыш мы М. 


PAY-PER-VIEW 





BUNKHOUSE STAMPEDE 
(January 24, 1988) 
IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ОМ THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Sting & Jim Garvin defeated The 
... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: ТУ champi- 


Sheepherders 

on Nikita Koloff and Bobby Eaton wrestled to a 
20" 2Dminute, time-limit draw ... Larry Zbyszko defect- 
ed Western States champion Barry Windham in 19:16 
to win the title ... Road Warrior Hawk defeated World 
champion Ric Hair by disqualification in 21:39 when the 
referee caught Flair using a chair ... Rhodes won 
the Bunkhouse Stam in 26:21, at last eliminating 
The Barbarian. 


GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
(July 10, 1988) 
IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 


Horner & Kendall Windham ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW 
BOUTS: Tag team champions Am Anderson & MM 
Blanchard wrestled to a 20-minute, time-limit draw wit 
Sting & Nikita Koloff ... The Midnight Expr 
U.S. tag team champions The Fantastics іг 16:23 when 
Bobby Eaton pinned Bobby Fulton ... The Road 
Warriors, Jim Garvin, Ron Garvin, & Steve Williams 
defeated Russian Assassin |, Ivan Koloff, Al Perez, Mike 
йаа S Ree nen аар CK Dao! теі 
in 19:55 ... U.S. Champion Barry Windham pinned 
+ Rhodes in bewar Ron Garvin in + ed 
rid champion Ric Flair defeated Lex Luger by official 
وز وا ج‎ Maryland State Athletic Commission in 
23:13 when the match was stopped due а cut on Luger. 








Condrey & Ran Rose (managed by Paul E. 
Dangerously) in 17:26 when Lane pinned Rose ... The 


11:20... World champion Ric Flair pinned Lex Luger in 
30:59. 






Michael s pinned Russian Assassin | ... Sting 
pinned Butch Reed at 20:07 after a sunset flip ... The 
Midnight Express (Bobby Eaton & Stan Lane, man- 
aged by Jim Cornette) defeated The New Original 
Midnight Express (Jack Victory & Randy Rose, man- 
aged by Paul E. Dangerously) when Lane pinned 
Rose at 15:51 ... Mike Rotundo beat TV champion 
Rick Steiner to win the title at 16:21 ... Lex Luger 
defeated U.S. champion Barry Windham to win the 
title at 10:43 following а piledriver ... World tag team 
champions The Road Warriors beat Steve Williams & 
Kevin Sullivan when Hawk pinned Sullivan at 8:27 
... Rick Steamboat pinned World champion Ric Flair 
to win the tile at 23:18 after a failed Flair figure-four 
and Steamboat cradle. 


MUSIC CITY SHO 





WDOWN 
7, 1989 
The Great Muta pinne 2| Doug Gilbert at 3:03 with a 
moonsault press ... Butch Reed pinned Ranger Ross at 
6:59 with о shoulderblockolf the top rope ... In a bull- 
rope match, Dick Murdoch pinned “Cowboy” Bob 
Orton at 4:54 ... The Dynamic Dudes defeated The 
Samoan Swat Team when Shane Douglas pinned 
Рат at 11:02 ... Michael Hayes pinned U.S. champi- 
on Lex Luger to win the title at 16:06 after Terry Gordy 

pushed Hayes on top of Luger ... TV champion Sti 
pinned The Iron Sheik at 2:12 ... Ric Flair cradl 
World champion Rick Steamboat to win the title at 
31:37 ... The Road Warriors beat World team 
champions Steve Williams & Mike Rotundo by dis- 
qualification at 6:06. The tiles were stripped from 
Williams & Rotundo when Kevin Sullivan ond Dan 
Spivey attacked special referee Nikita Koloff ... U.S. 
tag team champions Eddie Gilbert & Rick Steiner de- 
feated Kevin Sullivan & Dan Spivey when Gilbert 
pinned Sullivan at 6:41. 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH _ 
Uuly 23, 1989) 

In a two-ring "King Of The Ring” battle royal, Sid Vicious 
won in ring one, last eliminating Brian Pillman, while 
Vicious’ teammate in The ! , Dan Spivey, won 
in ring two, last eliminating Steve Williams. Vicious and 
Spivey split the $50,000 prize ... Brian Pillman pinned 
Bill Irwin at 10:18 ... The Skyscrapers defeated The 
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when both Steiners pinned Sullivan at 4:42 ... TV 
fing and The Great Muta battled to a no-deci- 
at 8:40. The fille was later held up when it was ruled 
wrestlers’ shoulders were up ... U.S. champion Lex 
beat Rick Steamboat by disqualification at 10:26 

hit Luger with a chair ... In а “war 


f 


1 


IRE 
i 

| 

| 

| 

4 


Team & Тһе Freebirds when Road Warrior Hawk | 
' Jim Garvin submit to а hangman hold at 22:18 ... World 
champion Ric Flair pinned Terry Funk at 17:23 after Flair 
reversed Funk's inside cradle. 





The Skyscrapers (managed by Teddy is 
qualification at 11:39 ... In а Thunderdome cage 
match, Sting & Ric Flair defeated Terry Funk & 
Great Muta at 21:55 (Bruno Sammartino was the spe- 
cial referee). 






STARRCADE З 
| рег 13, 1989) 


The card was a singles and bs team round-robin, 
where a wrestler or team received 20 points for a pin- 
fall or submission victory, 15 for a countout win, 10 for 
a disqualification win, five for each in a draw, zero for 
loser ... IRON TEAM COMPETITION: Rick & Scott 
Steiner defeated Doom by countout at 12:24 ... The 
Road Warriors beat Doom by pinfoll at 8:31 ... The 
Steiners defeated The Warriors by pinfall at 7:27 ... 
The New Wild Samoans beat Doom by pinfall at 8:22 
‚.. The Samoans defeated The Steiners by disqualifica- 
tion at 14:05 ... The Warriors beat The Samoans by 
pinfall at 5:18. FINAL SCORE: The Warriors—40, The 
Steiners—35, The Samoans—30, Doom—9O ... IRON 
MAN COMPETITION: Lex Luger pinned Sting ot 1 1:31 
... Ric Flair pinned The Great Muta at 1:55 ... Sting 
pinned Muta at 8:41 ... Flair and Luger battled to a 
time-limit draw at 17:01 ... к, Muta by 
disqualification when Muta b | mist into 
Luger's eyes at 11:08 ... Sting pinned Flair at 15:54. 
FINAL SCORE: Sting—40, luger—35, Flair—25, 
Muta—O0. 









Gibson pinned Stan Lane at 19:31 ... In a Chi 
street fight, The Road Warriors defeated “The 
Skyscrapers dere a by Teddy Long) when Hawk 
pinned a masked substitute for Dan Spivey at 4:59 ... 
U.S. tag team champions Tom Zenk & Brian Pillman 
beat Michael Hayes & Jim Garvin when Pillman 
pinned Garvin at 24:32 ... World tag team champions 
Rick & Scott Steiner defeated Ole & Arn Anderson at 
16:05 when Rick pinned Ole with an inside cradle n 
World champion Ric Flair defeated U.S. champion Lex 
Luger by countout at 38:08 after Luger left the ring to 
uem s injured Sting from an attack by Ole & Arn 
Anderson. 





hair match between managers, Paul Ellering pinned 
Teddy ot 1:57 "Тһе Midnight Express beat U.S. 
tag team champions Brian Pillman & Tom Zenk to win 
the belts when Bobby Eaton pinned Zenk at 20:20 ... 
in а corporal punishment match, The Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Express defeated The Freebirds when Rick Morton 
a Michael Hayes 8:33 ... рм Aaron 
yy Teddy beat World tag team champions 

d e ER Pe s nc ч Inch. fad 
pinned Rick at 19:14 ... In a coge match, U.S. cham- 
pion Lex Luger defeated World champion Ric Flair by 
disqualification at 17:21. 


GREAT AMERICAN BASH 





0 after a clothesline ... World цор кот champi- 


pinned World champion Ric Flair to win the title а! 
06. 


16: 











him at 20:49 ... Terry Taylor pinned Bill Irwin at 
11:47 ... Brad Armstrong beat J.W. Storm at 5:04 ... 
The Master Blasters defeated The Southern Boys when 
Blade pinned Steve Armstrong ot 17:17 ... The 
Freebirds beat The Renegade Warriors when Michael 
Hayes DDT'd Chris Youngblood, setting up а Ба 
Jim Garvin at 17:28 ... U.S. tag team champions Ri 
& Scott Steiner defeated The Nasty Boys when Scott 
pinned Brian Knobs at 15:24 ... Junkyard Dog 
pinned Moondog Rex at 3:15 following a headbutt ... 
World tag team champions Doom battled Ric Flair & 
Arn Anderson to a double-countout at 18:20 ... Stan 
Hansen pinned U.S. champion Lex Luger to win the 
title alter a lariat at 9:30 ... World champion Sting 
pinned Sid Vicious after a "Stinger splash" at 12:38. 





er 16, 1990 


(Decemb Ў 
ІМ А MATCH NOT SHOWN ОМ THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Bill Irwin pinned T.C. Carter ... IN PAY-PER- 


VIEW BOUTS: Eaton pinned Tom Zenk ot 8:45 
... Michael Wall Street pinned Terry Taylor at 6:52 ... 
The Skyscrapers beat The Motor City Madman & Big 
Cat when Sid Vicious pinned Madman at 1:01 ... 
Tommy Rich & Rick Morton (accompanied by Robert 
Gibson, who was on crutches) defeated The Freebirds 
when Morton pinned Jim Garvin at 6:13 ... In a bull- 
rope match, lex Luger pinned U.S. champion Stan 
Hansen to regain the title at 10:13 ... A street fight pit- 
ling World tag team champions Doom against Arn 
Anderson & Barry Windham was dodiad u no-con- 
test at 7:19 when Windham pinned Ron Simmons at 
the same time Butch Reed pinned Anderson ... World 
champion Sting pinned The Black Scorpion at 19:31; 
Scorpion was revealed to be Ric Flair ... PAT ОСОМ- 
NOR MEMORIAL INVITATIONAL TAG TEAM TOUR- 
NAMENT: QUARTERFINAL BOUTS: Rick & Scott 
Steiner (representing the U.S.) beat Col. Deklerk & 
Sgt. Krueger (South Africa) when Scott pinned Deklerk 
at 2:12... Rey Misterio Sr. & Konnan (Mexico) defeat- 
ed Norman Smiley & Chris Adams (Great Britain) 
when Konan pinned Smiley at 5:29 ... The Great 
Muta & Mr. Saito (Japan) beat Rip Morgan & Jacko 
Victory (New Zealand) when Muta pinned Victory at 
5:4] ... Victor Zangiev & Salmon Hashimikov (USSR) 
defeated Danny Jason & Troy Montour (Canada) 
when Hashimikov pinned Montour at 3:54. SEMIFINAL 
BOUTS: The Steiners beat Misterio & Konnan when 
Rick pinned Misterio at 2:51 ... Muta & Saito defeat- 
ed Zangiev & Hashimikov when Saito pinned Zangiev 
at 3:08. FINAL: The Steiners beat Muta & Saito b pn 
Rick pinned Saito at 10:53. 






(February 24, 1991) 

IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Ultraman & Eddie Calmero beat Rudy 

& Weecho when Calmero pinned Rudy at 7:39 fol- 
lowing a "Frankensteiner" ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW 
BOUTS: NWA six-man tag team champions Junkyard 
Dog, Rick Morton, & Tommy Rich defeated The State 
Patrol & Big Cat when Morton pinned Buddy Lee Par- 
ker at 9:54 ... Bobby Eaton pinned Brad Armstrong 
at 12:51 following a legdrop from the top горе... 
ltsumi Yamasaki & Mami Kitamura beat Miss A & 
Miki Handa when Yamasaki pinned Miss A at 6:47 ... 
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Dustin Rhodes pinned В Landell at 6:33 follow- 
ing a bulldog headlock ... The Young Pistols defeated 
The Royal Family when Tracey Smothers pinned Rip 
Morgan at 12:05 ... In a no-disqualification match, 
Terry Taylor pinned Tom Zenk at 11:00 with a reverse- 
rollup ... Stan Hansen and Big Van Vader battled to а 
double” 2Ddisqualification at 6:21 ... U.S. champion 
Lex Luger pinned Dan Spivey at 12:55 ... The Free- 
birds beat NWA tag team champions Doom to win the 
title when Jim Garvin pinned Ron Simmons at 6:56 ... 
In a “War Games” double-cage match, Ric Flair, Sid 
Vicious, Barry Windham, & Larry Zbyszko (substitut- 
ing for the injured Arn Anderson) defeated Sting, 
Brian Pillman, & Rick & Scott Steiner alter referee 
Nick Patrick stopped the bout at 21:50 after Vicious’ 
two power bombs rendered Pillman unconscious. 


SUPERBRAWL | =" 
19, 1991) 


IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Mighty Thor pinned El Cubano at 8:00 ... 
ІМ PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: Тһе Freebirds won the 
vacant U.S. tag team title, defeating The Young Pistols 
when Michael Hayes pinned Steve Armstrong at 
10:19 after masked Freebird Fantasia sto the 
ring and DDT'd both Armstrong and Tracey Smothers 
from the second rope ... Dan Spivey pinned Rick 
Morton at 3:11 following а ; bomb ... Nikita 
Koloff pinned Tommy Rich at 4:07 following a clothes- 
line ... Dustin Rhodes pinned Terrence at 8:05 
after Taylor's bodyguard, Mr. Hughes, accidentally 
sugged Taylor with a loaded glove ... Big Josh pinned 
Black Bart (substituting for the injured Larry Zbyszko) 
at 3:46 after а sitdown splash ... Oz pinned Tim 
Parker at 26 seconds after a spinning airplane slam ... 
In а taped-fist match, Barry Windham pinned Brian 
Pillman at 6:08 following a superplex ... In a stretch- 
er match, El Gigante pinned Sid Vicious at 2:13 fol- 
lowing a clawhold. Gigante then successfully staved 
off attacks by One Man Gang and Kevin Sullivan ... 
In a "Thunderdoom" cage match, Ron Simmons 

inned Butch Reed at 9:39 after Simmons ducked a 
bo Reed and used a spinebuster ... World tag 
leam champions Rick & Scott Steiner beat Lex Luger & 
Sting when Scott pinned Sting at 11:09 ... Bok 
Eaton pinned TV champion Arn Anderson to win the 
title at 11:50 following a flying legdrop ... World 
champion Ric Flair pinned Tatsumi Fujinami at 18:39 
with a reverse rollup. 









TELECAST: Junkyard Dog pinned Black Bart at 12:45 
... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: In a scaffold match, 
Bobby Eaton & Р.М. News defeated Terrence Taylor & 
Steve Austin when Eaton captured the opponents’ flag 
at 6:19 ... Diamond Studd pinned Tom Zenk at 6:56 
with a belly-to-back suplex into a bridge ... Ron 
Simmons pinned Oz at 7:55 following a shoulderblock 
... Rick Morton pinned Robert Gibson at 17:03 after 
he grabbed Alexandra York's loptop computer and 
smashed it over Gibson's head to set up a rollup while 
referee Bill Alfonso wasn't looking ... іп а six-man 
elimination match, The Young & Dustin Rhodes 
beat The Freebirds & Badstreet when Rhodes pinned 
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Badstreet at 17:03 following a bulldog headlock ... 
Yellow Dog defeated Johnny B. Badd by disqualifica- 
tion at 6:00 when Long interfered ... In a lum- 
berjack match, Big Josh pinned Black Blood at 5:39 
with an inside cradle ... El Gigante pinned One Man 
Gang at 6:13 following a clothesline ... In a Russian 
chain match, Nikita | 





(October 27, 1991) 
In а "Chamber ОР Horrors” match, El Gigante, Sting, 
& Rick & Scott Steiner defected Big Von Vader, 
Diamond Studd, Cactus Jack, & Abdullah The 
Butcher when Abdullah was ploced in an "electric 
chair" at 12:33 ... Big Josh & Р.М, News beat The 
Taylor at 16: 0 follow bores ot | 
| at 16:00 ing an “Ala jam" legare 
... Johnny В. Badd defeated Jim Garvin ot 8: үа 
а left to the jaw ... ТУ champion Steve Austin battled 
Dustin Rhodes to a 15-minute draw ... Bill Kazmaier 
beat Oz by submission at 3:59 with a backbreaker ... 
Van Hammer pinned Somers at 1:13 with a 
slingshot suplex ... In the finals of the light heavy- 
weight tournament, Brion Pillman pinned Richard 
Morton at 12:45 after a flying ess ... The 
WCW Halloween Phantom (later revealed to be Rick 
Rude) defeated Tom Zenk at 1:27 with a "Rude awak- 
ening" neckbreaker ... World tag team champions 
The Enforcers beat U.S. tag team champions 
Patriots when Arn Anderson pinned Chip the 
Fi following a spinebuster slam ... In a best- 
oF 2Dthree-falls match, World champion Lex 
defeated Ron Simmons. Simmons won the first fall at 
4:54, Luger the second by disqualification at 10:06 
when referee Nick Patrick ruled Simmons had hurled 


Luger over the top ‚ and Luger won the third at 
4:00 following a piledriver. 


(December 29, 1991) 

THE LETHAL LOTTERY: Marcus Alexander Bagwell & 
Jim Garvin defeated Michael Hayes & Tracey 

when Bagwell pinned Smothers at 12:43 
following a fisherman's suplex ... Steve Austin & Rick 
Rude beat Big Josh & Van Hammer when Rude 
pinned Hammer at 12:56 after a “Rude awakening” 
neckbreaker ... Richard Morton & Dustin Rhodes 
defeated El igh & Larry Zbyszko at 5:54 when 
Gigante tossed teammate Zbyszko into the ring, 
where he was pinned by Rhodes ... Bill Kazmaier & 
Jushin Liger beat “Diamond” Dallas Page & Mike 
Graham at 13:08 when Kazmaier hurled Liger on top 
of Page for the pin ... Lex Luger & Arn Anderson 
defeated Tom Zenk & Terrence Taylor at 10:25 when 
Luger pinned Taylor following a piledriver ... Rick 
Stea & Todd Champion beat Cactus Jack & 
Sgt. Buddy Lee Parker сі 7:48 when Steamboat 
арм ара! aix aae кас by Abdullah 

Butcher re t with a flying bodypress 
.. Sting & Abdullah The Butcher defested Bobby 


е, 








Eaton & Brian Pillman ot 5:55 after Sting caught 
Eaton with о Aying ress, Abdullah had attacked 
Sting before the match ... Big Van Vader & Mr. 
Hughes beat The Ni ker (substituting for the 
a mca 
r pinned Nightstalker following a bi ash ... 
Chip defeated Johnny В. 


Scott Steiner & Firebreaker 
Badd & Arachnaman at 11:16 when Steiner pinned 
Arachnaman alter a belly-to-belly suplex ... 1S 


Rich & Ron Simmons beat Steve Armstrong & P.N. 
News at 12:01 when Simmons pinned Armstrong fol- 
lowing a spinebuster. The winning teams advanced to 
Battlebow! а two-ring battle royal. Lex Luger won in 
ring one, last eliminating Big Van Vader; Sting won in 
ring two, last eliminating Rick Steamboat. іп the 
finals, Sting hurled Luger over the top rope at 25:10. 


[February 29, 1992) 
IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Big Josh defeated “Diamond” Dalls Page 
... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: Brian Pillman pinned 
light heavyweight champion Jushin Liger to win the 
tile at 17:00 after a reverse rollup and bridge ... 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell beat Terrence at 
7:38 after a reverse rollup. Following the match, 
Taylor attacked Bagwell, leaving him unconscious in 
the center of the ring ... Ron Simmons pinned Cactus 
Jack at 6:34 after a powerslam ... Van Hammer & 
Tom Zenk defeated Vinnie Vegas & Richard Morton 
when Zenk pinned Morton at 12:01 after a sunset flip 
.. Barry Windham & Dustin Rhodes beot Steve 
Austin & Lorry Zbyszko when Windham pinned 
Zbyszko at 18:23 after a flying clothesline ... World 
tag team champions Bobby Eaton & Arn Anderson 
defeated Rick & Scott Steiner by disqualification at 
20:06. Scott had pinned Eaton, but it was nullified 
because referee Randy Anderson hod previously 
been knocked out by Rick's suplex ... U.S.champion 
Rick Rude pinned Rick Steamboat at 20:02 after 
Paul E. Dangerously, dressed as Steamboat's ninja 
assistant, smashed him in the head with his cellular 
telephone ... Sting pinned World champion Lex 
Luger to win ће title at 13:02 after a flying body- 


press. 


(May 17, 1992) 

IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: "Diamond" Dallas Page & Thomas Rich 
defeated Bob Cook & Firebreaker Chip when Page 
pinned Cook at 8:05 ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: 
The Freebirds beat U.S. tag team champions 
Terrence Taylor & Greg Valentine when Jim Garvin 
used a DDT to pin Taylor at 16:02 ... Johnny В. Badd 
pinned Tracey at 7:03 after а left hook ... 
Scotty Flamingo pinned Marcus Alexander Bagwell 
at 7:11 after reversing a rollup and holding Bagwell's 
trunks ... A scheduled tag team match pitting 
Junkyard & Ron Simmons agoinst Mr. Hughes 
& Сана аа аач ps ag Jack eter 

39 on the runw ing into the ring, slammec 
wie the rss Aid faltered a flying elbow. In a 
singles match, Simmons pinned Hughes at 5:22 after 
a football tackle ... The Super Invader beot Todd 
Champion at 5:26 after a power bomb ... Big Josh 
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pinned prian marien at 7:33 am уз “northern 
exposure drop” ... Light heavyweight champion Bri- 
an Pillman pinned Tom Zenk at 15:30 А2 World | 
leam champions Rick & Scott Steiner defenisi 
Tatsumi Fujinami & Takayuki lizuka when Rick 
pinned lizuka after а belly-to-belly suplex from the 
second turnbuckle ... In the War Games bout, Sting, 
Rick Steamboat, Dustin Rhodes, Nikita Koloff, & 
Barry Windham beat The Dangerous Alliance (Steve 
Austin, Rick Rude, Arn Anderson, Larry Zbyszko, & 
Bobby Eaton) when Eaton submitted to Sting а! 
23:27. The order of entry was Austin & Windham, 
Rude, Steamboat, Anderson, Rhodes, Zbyszko, Sting, 
Eaton, and Koloff. 


BEACH BLAST _ 





TELECAST: Junkyard Dog, Tom Zenk, & Big Josh 
defeated “Diamond” Dallas Page, Richard Morton, & 
Тгосеу Smothers ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: Scotty 
Flamingo pinned light heavyweight champion Brian 
Vor A 2 at re. Ron етар рїп- 

м at 7:10 aHer а powerslam ... In a 
falls-count-anywhere match, Sting pinned Cactus Jack 
at 11:24 after Sting caught Jack with a flying clothes- 
line on ramp ... Greg Valentine beat Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell by submission at 7:17 after a fig- 
ure-four leglock ... In a 30-minute “ironman 
лар bout, Rick Steamboat defeated U.S. cham- 
pion Rick Rude, four falls to three. Steamboat achieved 
the deciding fall at 29:25 when he was locked in a 
sleeperhold, but kicked off the ropes into a pinning 
position ... Dustin Rhodes, Nikita Koloff, & Barry 
Windham beat Вс Eaton, Steve Austin, & Arn 
Anderson by disqualitication at 15:32 offer referee 
Ole Anderson disqualified Arn for diving off the top 
turnbuckle onto Windham. At the time, WCW hod a 
rule prohibiting jumps off the top горе ... World tag 
team champions Rick & Scott Steiner battled Terry 
Gordy & Steve Williams to a 30-minute draw. 


GREAT AMERICAN BASH 

12, 1992) < 
IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Super Invader pinned Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: Big Van Vader 
pinned World champion Sting to win the title at 17:17 
alter a power bomb ... NWA TAG TEAM TOURNA- 
MENT: QUARTERFINAL BOUTS: Rick Steamboat & Ni- 
kita Koloff Бес! Brian Pillman & Jushin Шдег when 
Steamboat pinned Pillman on a reversal at 19:26 ... 
Hiroshi Hase & Shinya Hashimoto (substituting for 
Akira Nogami) defeated The Freebirds when Hase 
pinned Jim Garvin at 9:16 with a “northern lights” 
suplex ... Dustin Rhodes & Barry Windham beat Rick 
Rude & Steve Austin (accompanied by Madusa 
Miceli) when Rhodes pinned Austin at 19:15 following 
a clothesline off the top r ... SEMIFINAL BOUTS: 
Williams & Gordy defeated Steamboat & Koloff when 
Williams pinned Steamboat at 21:39 with a cradle ... 
Rhodes & Windham beat Hase & Hashimoto when 
Windham pinned Hase at 14:55 following а clothes- 
line ... FINAL: Williams & Gordy defected Rhodes & 
Windham when Williams pinned Rhodes at 21:10 
alter a clothesline. 









(October 25, 1992) 

IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Erik Watts & Van Hammer defeated Vinnie 
Vegas & “Diamond” Dallas Page when Watts pinned 
Роде at 12:00 with an Oklahoma side roll ... IN PAY: 
PER-VIEW BOUTS: Tom Zenk, Shane Douglas, & 
Johnny Gunn beat Arn Anderson, Bobby Eaton, & 
Michael Hayes when Gunn pinned Hayes at 11:02 
with а Thesz press ... Rick Steamboat pinned Brian 
Pillman at 10:35, reversing a Pillman pin attempt with 
his legs ... In а no-disqualification bout, Big Von Vader 
(defending the U.S. title for Rick Rude) pinned Nikita 
Koloff at 11:53 following a power bomb ... World 
and NWA fag team champions Dustin Rhodes & 
Barry Wir battled to a 30-minute draw with 
Steve Williams & Steve Austin (substituting for Terry 
Gordy) ... Rick Rude defeated NWA champion Masa 
Chono by disqualification at 22:33 ... World champi- 
on Ron Simmons pinned The Barbarian (accompanied 
by Cactus Jack) at 12:41 following a powerslam ... In 
a coal miner's glove match, Sting pinned Jake Roberts 
at 10:34 after hitting him with the glove. 


| (December 28, 1992) 

IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Brad Armstrong pinned Shanghai Pierce at 
7:30 alter a Russian leg sweep ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW 
Great Muta by submission to the STF at 14:29 ... 
World champion Ron Simmons battled Steve Williams 
to a double-countout, but the decision was changed to 
a Simmons disqualification victory at 15:12 when 
Williams attacked him after the match ... World and 
NWA tag team champions Rick Steamboat & Shane 
Douglas beat Y Windham & Brian Pillman when 
Douglas pinned Pillman at 20:02 following a belly-to- 
belly suplex ... IN THE FINALS OF THE KING OF 
CABLE TOURNAMENT. Sting pinned Big Van Vader at 
16:50 alter а powerslam ... THE LETHAL LOTTERY: 
Van Hammer & Dan Spivey defeated Cactus Jack & 
Johnny B. Badd when Hammer pinned Cactus at 6:51 

... Dustin Rhodes & Big Van Vader beat Kensuke 
Sasaki & The Barbarian when Rhodes pinned Bar- 
barian at 6:56. Vader clotheslined Rhodes after the 
bout ... Barry Windham & The Great Muta defeated 
2 Cold Scorpio & Brian Pillman when Muta pinned 
Scorpio at 6:59 after a Windham DDT ... Steve 
Williams & Sting beat Erik Watts & Jushin Liger when 
Williams pinned Watts at 9:08. The winning teams 
tag i to ү: Steve Williams defeated 

an Hammer ... Sti xat Dan Spivey ... Sting and 

Big Van Vader iinet gie Р p 5 

Williams and Dustin Rhodes were eliminated when 

Williams tried to eliminate Rhodes and Windham ... 

The Great Muta won the Battlebowl battle royal, elim- 

inating Barry Windham at 14:01 when he sent him 

over the top rope with two flying dropkicks. 











... 2 Cold Scorpio pinned Chris Benoit fol- 
lowing a roll-up at 19:59, a second before the time 
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limit was to expire ... Davey Boy Smith pinned “Wild” 
Bill Irwin following а powerslam ... In а falls-count- 
anywhere match, Cactus Jack beat Paul Orndorff, 
pinning Orndorff in the ring after blasting him with a 
shovel ... The Rock 'n' Roll Express pinned Тһе 
Heavenly Bodies when Robert Gibson pinned Tom 

alter an attempt at outside interference by 
геал Eaton failed ... U.S. champion Dustin Rhodes 

defeated Maxx (substituting for Ron Simmons) 
by disqualification when Payne pulled referee Mike 
Adkins into Rhodes ... Barry Windham pinned NWA 
champion The Great Muta ollowing a DDT to win the 
title ... World champion Big Van Vader defeated Sting 
in a “White Castle Of Fear" "p match. 





SLAMBOREE и č < 

Gold Scorpio & Mercus. Alen m Bagwell be 
2 1 Scorpio & Marcus Alexa | t 
Bobby Eaton & Chris Benoit when Scorpio pinned 


Benoit at 9:22 ... Sid Vicious pinned Van Hammer in 
35 seconds ... In a six-man legends match, Dick 
Murdoch, Don Muraco, & Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka 
batted to а no-contest with Wahoo McDaniel, 
Blackjack Mulligan, & Jim Brunzell ... In a legends tag 
team match, Thun derbolt Patterson & Brad Armstrong 
defeated Ivan Koloff & Baron Von Raschke when 
Patterson pinned Von Raschke at 4:39 ... In a legends 
match, Dory Funk Jr. апа Nick Bockwinkel ba 
a 15°2Dminute fime-limit draw ... Rick Rude & TV 
champion Paul Orndorff defeated Dustin Rhodes & 
Kensuke Sasaki when Rude pinned Sasaki at 9:25 .. 
In а bounty match, Sting pinned The Prisoner at 5:16 
‚ World tag team champions Brian Pillman & Steve 
Austin beat Shane Douglas & Rick Steamboat when 
Austin pinned Douglas at 16:08 ... NWA champion 
Barry Windham pinned Arn Anderson at 10:55 . 


Davey Boy Smith defeated World champion Big Van 
Vader by disqualification at 16:16. 





TV champion Paul Orndorff defeated Ron Simmons 
by disqualification when Simmons intentionally threw 
Orndorff over the top rope at А 1:15... 2 Cold Scorpio 
& Marcus Alexander В | defeated Tex Slazenger 
& Shanghai Pierce when Scorpio pinned Pierce at 
12:48 ... Lord Steven Regal pinned Erik Watts at 7:31 
. Johnny B. Badd pinned Maxx Payne in a grudge 
match at 4:50 ... World tag team champions Brian 
Pillman & Steve Austin beat Arn Anderson & Paul 
Roma when Austin pinned Roma at 26:14 ... Rick 
Rude and Dustin Rhodes battled to a 30-minute time- 
limit 1-1 draw іп an "Ironman Challenge" for the 
vacant U.S. title ... Ric Flair pinned NWA champion 
Borry Windham at 11:15 ... Davey Boy Smi 
Sting beat Sid Vicious & Big Van Vader when Smith 
pinned Vader at 16:44. 


HALLOWEEN HAVOC - 


(October 24, 
Shockmaster, Ice Тесіп, & Charlie Norris defeated 
Harlem Heat & The Equalizer .. Paul Orndorff 
defeated Rick Steamboat by countout when The 
Assassin, who was advising Orndorff а! ringside, put 
a weapon in his mask and heatbutted Steamboat, ren- 
dering him unconscious ... TV champion Lord Steven 








Regal battled to a 15-minute time-limit draw with Davey 
Boy Smith ... U.S. champion Dustin Rhodes defeated 


Steve Austin ... The Nasty Boys defeated World tag 
team champions 2 Cold Scorpio & Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell, as Brian Knobs pinned Scorpio to win the title 

. Sting pinned Sid Vicious ... Rick Rude beat Ric Flair 
by disqualification ... In a "Spin The Wheel, Make The 
Deal" match that та out to be а Texas death match, 
World champion Big Van Vader defeated Cactus Jack. 





| ‚1 
IN А MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Terry Taylor ше The Equalizer ... ІМ PAY- 


PER-VIEW BOUTS: Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma defect- 
ed 2 Cold Scorpio & Marcus Alexander | | іп 
11:45 when Orndorff pinned Scorpio .. masher 


pinned Awesome Kong i in 1:34 ... TV champion Lord 
Steven Regal and Rick Steam-boat battled to a 
15" 2Dminute, time-limit draw ... Cactus Jack & Maxx 
Payne defeated Tex 8 Shanghai Pierce in 
7:48 when Jack pinned Slazenger ... Steve Austin 
defeated U.S. champion Dustin Rhodes іп a best-of- 
three-falls match to win the title. Austin won the first fall 
by disqualification іп 13:32 and the second by pinfall in 
1:28... Rick Rude pinned The Boss in 9:08 ... Sting & 
Road Warrior Hawk defeated World tag team champi- 
‘ons The Nasty Boys by disqualification in 29:11 when 
Missy Hyatt interfered ... Ric Flair pinned World cham- 
pion Big Van Vader in 21:11 to win the title, 


Fokua 20, 1994) 

Harlem Heat defeated Thunder & түге 

pinned Thunder ... “Jungle” Jim а The 
Equalizer with a "Thesz press" and pin .. ‚ Terry Taylor 
beat "Diamond" Dallas Page . Johnny B. Badd 
defeated Jim Garvin ... TV champion Lord Steven 
Regal beo! Am Anderson after interference by Sir 
William Dundee ... Cactus Jack & Maxx Payne beat 
World tag team champions The Nasty Boys Бу disqual- 
ification when Brian Knobs smashed a guitor on Jack's 
head ... In a "Thundercage" match, Sting, Brian 
Pillman, & Dustin Rhodes defeated Paul Orndorff, 
Steve Austin, & Rick Rude when Sting lifted Pillman into 
the air and tossed him onto Austin for the pin ... In 
another “Thundercage” match, World champion Ric 
Flair beat Big Van Vader. 


SPRING RE DE Ж 


ІМ MATCHES Nan SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER- VIEW 
TELECAST: Danny Bonaduce beat Christopher Knight . . 
Kevin & Evad Sullivan defeated Pat Tanaka & Paul 
Diamond ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: U.S. champion 
Steve Austin beat The Great Muta by disqualification 
when nga s accidentally threw Austin over the top rope 
Rude when Harley Race ac- 
con злой smashed Rude with a chair, enabling Sting to 
the ріп... Bunkhouse Buck Dustin Rhodes in 
a күлен match .... Television champion Lord Steven 
Regal battled to a 15-minute draw with Brian Pillman ... 
Big Van Vader pinned The Boss after а moonsault .. 
World champion Ric Flair was awarded a decision over 
Rick Steamboat. Both wrestlers’ shoulders were pin 
after Steamboat used a double-chicken wing and back 











slide. Commissioner Nick Bockwinkel decided that Flair 


this Nowy Bays tac соды kak $ em yee ire 
“Chicago Street Fight.” 





in а non"2Dtille ‚ Dustin 





Bobby Eaton ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: TV 
angian Siva oe теу B» Bad естің 10:40 


. Big Van Vader ted Guardian үзак 
ification in 7:58 .. . Terry Funk & Bunkhouse ї 
Dustin Rhodes & Am Anderson іп 11:15 when Funk 
pinned Rhodes—alter Rhodes was DDT'd by Anderson 
..U.S. champion Steve Austin pinned Rick Steamboat in 
20:10 .. Paul Roma & Paul Orndorff defeated Cacus 
Jack 8. Kevin Sullivan in 20:11 to capture the World tog 
team title when Omdorf pinned Jack ... Hulk 
i World champion Ric Flair in 21:50 to win the 






FALL BRAWL 





г 18, 1994) 
IN A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW TELE- 
CASE Brian & Brod А ана 


е то i Arad 
оооп who pinned Austin їп m. 


when Roma pinned Bagwell at 12:54 .. In the 
з challenger to Hulk Ho- 


-Per-View Results: NWA/WCW 177. 
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PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: TV champion В. Badd 
battled The Honky Tonk Man to à 10-minute time-limit 
draw ... Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma defeated World 


tag team champions Marcus Alexander 
The Pare 1o in the йе when От pinned 


ма at 13:49 ... Deve Sullivan beat Kevin 
by countout in 5:21 .. . Dustin Rhodes beat | 


Arn Anderson іп 9:49 ... U.S. champion Hacksaw 
ае: beat Steve Austin ‘by белг! аср п 8:07 


when Austin tossed the top 
т Үр їп 515: Te 
Bunkhouse Buck i 


Masty Boys Terry 

8:01 when Jerry Sags pinned Funk ... World chompi- 
on Hulk Hogan pinned Ric Flair in 19:25 of a steel 
cage retirement match; Mr. T was special guest refer- 
ее. 






(December 27, 1994) 
IN А MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 


Duggan i 
the iile .. ire Wright рее Jean-Paul Le\ ме in 
B. Badd pin 1 Ат 


11: 21. .. The Nasty Be defeated World tog team 
disqualification in 17:44 

Mr. Т beat Kevin Sullivan іп 3:48 afer Dave 
Sullivan hit Kevin with а megaphone ... Sting beat 
Avalanche epiac сд in 15:25 . "World 
champion Hulk Hogan pinned Brutus “The Butcher” 


Beefcake in 12:07. 






SUPERBRAWL V pars 
(February 19, 1995) 
IN MATCHES NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER-VIEW 
TELECAST: Paul Orndorff pinned Brad 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell & The Patriot beat Dino 
Casanova 8. Romeo Valentino ... ТУ champion Arn 
pinned Johnny В. Badd in a lumberjack 
match ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: Alex Wright 
pinned Paul Roma in 13:21 . .. Hacksaw Duggan beat 
Bunkhouse Buck in 11:58 ... Kevin Sullivan pinned 
Dave Sullivan in 7:19... World lag team champions 
eid a ee Sherri Martel) defeated The e 
isqualification in 17:06 ... Blacktop 
[managed by Col. Rob Parker) pinned Dustin ded 
in 16:10 ... Randy S & Sting beat Avalanche & 
Big Bubba Rogers i in 10:18 ... World champion Hulk 
beat U.S. champion Big Van Vader by dis- 
qualification in 15:10 when Ric Flair interfered. 





Wcw UNCENSORED ssid UNCENSORED 


(March 19, 1995) - 

IN WCW MAIN EVENT MATCHES 
THE PAY-PER-VIEW TELECAST: Alex Wright pinned 
Mark Starr in 2:44 .. سیا ا‎ inned Tim Horner 
in 1:27 following а su Alexander 
ancl. Wau АА al Dick нн час часц 
in 12:31 ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: Blacktop 





ES NOT SHOWN ON — 





pinned Eddie Jackie in 1:00 ... Sgt. Craig 
Starr via submission in 2:02 ... Meng 


(пе 18, 1995) 


... The beat TV champion Am Anderson in 
9:07 to win the title ... World tag team champions The 
Nasty Boys beat Eaton & Lord Steven Regal in 
15:00 when Brian pinned Eaton ... Sting defeat- 


Randy Savage in 14:42. 
BASH AT THE BEACH 






Randy Savage pinned Ric Flair in 13:55 in a lumberjack 
Von Vader in a 13:13 in a steel cage match. 


FALL BRAWL 


managed 
title ater Max Musde held Renegade’s legs as Page used 
his “Diamond cutter” DDT and then scored the pin ... 
Harlem Heat defeated World tag team champions 


Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, & Lex Luger beat Zodiac, 
Meng, Kamala, & Shark in “War Games” in 18:45 
when Hogan forced Zodiac to submit to о reverse chin- 
lock 


n 


HALLOWEEN HAVOC 
October 29, 199 


IN WCW MAIN EVENT MATCHES NOT SHOWN ON 
THE PAY-PER-VIEW TELECAST Eddy Guerrero pinned 
Disco Inferno in 3:21 ... Paul Orndorff pinned 
Renegode in 1:22 ... Chris Benoit & Dean Malenko 
& Bobby Eaton in 8:41 ... 
Sgt. Craig Pittman pinned У.К. Wall Street іп 3:37 ... IN 


Hawk's legs as Kurasawa was pinning him ... Sabu (with 
The Sheik) beat Mr. J.L at 3:28 ... Lex Luger beat Meng 


Pillman by disqualification at 16:43 when Flair helped 

os and Pillman beat нур Sho == Поу занай 
| Lex at 5:27 a i i 

ho to wor e ri Hulk ені 

Patrick ... The Giant W ion Hogan 

by disqualification at 13:48 when Jimmy Hart interfered 

and hit referee Randy Anderson. 





out Hacksaw Duggan n at 10:05 in a toped-fist 
; ‚ Bull ano & Akira Hokuto defeated 
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Cutie Suzuki & Mayumi Ozaki when Nakano [MIVAN 36 ее 
pinned Ozaki at 9:16 ... U.S. champion Kensuke " 23, 1992) 


: x 
Sasaki pinned Chris Benoit at 10:01 ... Lex Luger IN THE FIRST ROUND OF A TOURNAMENT TO CROWN 


defeated Randy Savage by submission at 5:28 ... AN LPWA JAPANESE CHAMPION: Denise Storm pinned 
Sting defeated Ric Flair by submission at 14:30 ... Susan Greene іп 6:02 ... Reggie Bennett pinned Yukari 
Randy Savage won a three-ring, 60-man battle Osawa іп 6:19 ... Harley Saito pinned Mizuki Endo in 
royal to capture the held-up WCW World title at 7:06... Eagle Sawai pinned i Saito in 5:43 ... IN 
29:19. THE SEMIFINAL ROUND: Storm beat Bennett by disquali- 


445, «Әз an T LEM 
, 7 


.. MEER | FINAL Sait beat Sem in 807 fo capture һе ні IN 


hat “ қ мы.)‏ ر 


RESULTS 


Е 
: 
{ 
f 


retained their LPWA tag team fille by defeating Bambi & 


AWA: SUPERCLASH III Malia Hosaka in 8:47 when Martin pinned Hosaka ... 


(December 13, 1988) 
Chavo Guerrero, Hector Guerrero, & Mando 
Guerrero defeated Cactus Jack & The Rock ‘n’ 


Roll RPMs when Chavo pinned Tommy Lane at 4, 1993) 

the 6:35 mark .. Eric Embry defeated Jeff Yoji defeated Tatsuo Nakano in 9:22 ... Dennis 
Jarrett in 4:13 to win the World Class light i defeated Masohito Kokihora іп 8:55 ... 
heavyweight title ... Jimmy Valiant pinned Hiromitsu Kanehara defeated Tommy Cairo by knockout 
Wayne Bloom in 24 itae s .. leeman King іп 3:49 ... Tamura defeated Yuko Miyato by sub- 


Parsons pinned Brickhouse Brown in 5:41 to mission in 8:19 ... Gene Lydig beat Greg Bobchick in 
retain the Texas title ... Wendy Richter & The 7-37. Кадю Yamazaki defeated Bad News Allen in 
Top Guns defeated Madusa Miceli & Badd 13:34 ... Salman Hashimikov & Vladimir Berkovich 
Company when Richter pinned Miceli at the — defeated Dan Severn & Gary Albright іп 13:09 when 
5:43 mark ... Greg Gagne defeated Ronnie Hoshimikov forced Severn to submit ... Nobuhike Takeda 
Garvin by countout іп 5:52 to capture the defeated Billy Scott by submission in 13:00. 

held-up TV title ... The Terrorist won a 

"Beverly Hills Lingerie” battle royal in 8:36 .. VEM dais А ДЕД е5 

Sgt. Slaughter and Col. DeBeers wrestled to a (November 6, 1994) 

no-contest in а boot comp match .. The  Mascarita Sagrada & Octagoncito beat Espectrito 
Samoan Swat Team defeated Michael Hayes & — Jerrito Estrada іп 8:30 ... Fuerza Guerrero, Psicosis, & 
Steve Cox to retain the World Class tag team | Louie Spicoli beat Rey Misterio Jr., Heavy Metal, & Latin 
title when Samu pinned Hayes in 7:53 after Lover in 12:46 ... Tito Santana, 2 Cold Scorpio, & 
Buddy Roberts hit Hayes with a chain ... 
Wahoo McDaniel defeated Manny Fernandez Estrada іп 14:58 ... El Hijo del Santo & Octagon beat 
in a strap match іп 7:48 ... Jerry Lawler Love Machine i 
defeated Kerry Von Erich іп 18:53 to capture ейтіпаќоп match ... Perro Aguayo beat Konnan in 
the unified AWA and World Class titles ... The 17:50 іпа steel cage match. 

Rock ‘n’ Roll Express battled Robert Fuller & 


Jimmy Golden to a double-disqualification in Ш ТТТ еее 
7:03. | _ (August 4, 1995 


Akira Hokuto pinned Bull Nakano ... Rick & Scott 
Steiner Hiroshi Hase & Kensuke Sasaki when 
(June 9, 1991) Scott pinned Hase ... Warrior Hawk pinned Tadao 


ІМ A MATCH NOT SHOWN ON THE PAY-PER- ү, ... Scott 

VIEW TELECAST: Boris Zukhov defeated Paul Takayuki lizuka & Akira Nogami when Norton pinned 
Samson ... IN PAY-PER-VIEW BOUTS: The і. i 2 ж 
сырт дад неа де Соорег & Рїге Са! Уул дед 
when Blackheart | pinned Cooper at 7:45 ... ... Yuji Nagata beat Tokumitsu 
Johnny Асе and Terry Gordy battled to а dou- Nolana АЙ Holes 
ble-countout in 6:08 ... Brian Blair & Jim Yoshida ... Hiroshi Hase beat Wild 


| 
[ 
| 


| 
H 
Н 


Brunzell defeated Тһе Power Twins іп 12:23 ... Chono & Hiro Saito beat El Samurai & Tadao Yasuda ... 
Rockin’ Robin defeated Candi Devine in 6:05 to 2 Cold Scorpio beat Shinjiro Otani ... Kensuke Sasaki 
become the first UWF women's champion . beat Masa Saito ... Shinya Hashimoto wrestled Scott 
Paul Orndorff pinned Col. DeBeers at 4:15 ... Norton toa time-imit draw ... Antonio Inoki defeated Ric 
Bob Backlund pinned Ivan Koloff in 2:23 ... Flair. 


Steve Ray & Sunny Beach defeated Cactus Jack 

& Bob Orton in 4:11 ... Steve Williams pinned 

Ват Bam Bigelow іп 7:11 to become the first — ” This pay-per-view card was an edited version of two nights of 
UWF heavyweight champion. wrestling that took ploce April 28 and 29, 1995. 
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HE U.S. I5 BI 
VERY BIG! 






I$ BIG ... 


Many fans in the United States only know about wrestling in the United 
States. This feature, exclusive to the 1996 PWI ALMANAC, will fill you in on 
what's happening overseas—and why you should pay attention 


esting fans who have never traveled 

abroad would probably be shocked to find 
out about not only the popularity of wrestling 
around the world, but the wide variety of styles rep- 
resented overseas. Since promotions from other 
countries for the most part don't broadcast their 
television shows or promole cards in the United 
States, few American fans realize there's a world of 
wrestling beyond North American shores. 

In fact, there is no country in the world where 
pro wrestling is more popular than Japan. While 
the United States now only has two major national 
promotions bb and MES ti a » inde- 
pendent groups iat run regularly, ine ci Kyo 
rure Dad A umi ache ode 
tions! 

There are many differences between what 
would be termed American-style and Japanese- 
style wrestling. The type of wrestling and promotion 
within WWF and WCW is similar and is known 
around the world as American style. It’s an enter- 
fainment-oriented style, aimed primarily at a young 
audience. SMW and USWA, with more brawling 
and more stipulation-type matches, is generally 
known as Southern style. ECW, with more extreme 
brawling and match stipulations, is actually the 
most similar to two wrestling companies in Japan, 
Frontier Martial Arts Wrestling (FMW) and the 
International Wrestling Alliance (IWA). 

No discussion of wrestling around the world 
should begin without talking about New Japan Pro 
Wrestling and All-Japan Pro Wrestling. On the sur- 
face, because these are the two largest and most 
popular companies in Japan, one would make a 
comparison with WWF and WCW. But there are a 


lot more differences than similarities between 
Japan's two biggest 


able when occasional interpromotional matches 
take place. 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
PROMOTION 


ew Japan, which is currently the largest and 
most popular wrestling promotion in the 
world, has a working agreement with WCW. That's 
why you'll often see New Japan wrestlers such as 
The Great Muta, Jushin Liger, or Kensuke Sasaki on 
WCW pay-per-view cards and sometimes on tele- 


vision. WCW wrestlers, like Sting and Ric Flair, like- 


wise offen appear on major New Japan events. 
Some recent acquisitions Бу WCW—Sabu, Dean 
Malenko, Eddy Guerrero, and Chris Benoit—were 
all major stars with New Japan, and compete reg- 
ularly for both promotions. In the past, major New 
Japan cards such as a few of the Tokyo Dome 
events and the recent Collision In Korea, have been 
broadcast by WCW on pay-per-view in the United 
States. 

Guerrero, Benoit, and Malenko typify the style 
of wrestling in the New Japan promotion. The 
wrestlers are strong on fundamental skills and con- 
ditioning, wrestle a fast-paced style with few sta- 
tionary holds, and do little in the way of showboat- 
ing or taunting during their matches. There is a 
greater emphasis on not only winning and losing, 
but on putting forth a great effort in the ring, more 
so than there is on things like interviews or grudge 








RIKI CHOSHU VS. HIROSH 


matches. Stipulation matches are rare, and the 
focus of the promotion remains on winning match- 
es to earn shots at championships. 

The Japanese wrestlers that compete in New 
Japan were usually top-flight amateurs, many of 
whom represented their country in the Olympics. 
New Japan's top officials, both of whom still wres- 
lle and are two of its legendary stars—Riki Choshu 
and Masa Saito—both wrestled in the Olympics. 

New Japan's biggest annual events take place 
at domed baseball stadiums—and offen sell out. 
This past year, New Japan promoted two cards in 
North Korea; each drew in excess of 150,000 
fans, setting all-time records for pro wrestling any- 
where in the world. New Japan also set the Ja- 
panese record for attendance on October 9, 1995, 
for an interpromotional showdown with UWFI (Un- 
ion of Wrestling Force International), a rival Ja- 
panese wrestling organization. 

Part of the reason for New Japan’s popularity is 
that it has dose working fies with several other 
Japanese promotions, such as UWF, Heisei 
Ishingun (НІ), Michinoku Pro Wrestling, along with 
WCW in the United States, AAA in Mexico, and 
the CWA in Europe. This gives the company access 
to an incredible amount of talent for major cards 
and big tournaments. 

Probably the most popular and intense match- 
es in Japan are when the top stars of each promo- 
tion face off against each other with promotional 
bragging rights at stake, which brings all the fans 
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from both promotions to the card. The October 9 
event at the Tokyo Dome, which saw IWGP cham- 
pion Keiji Muto (The Great Muta) retain his title by 
making UWF] champion Nobuhiko Takada submit 
to а figure-four leglock, drew 67,000 and a gale 
of $6.5-million. How big is that? By comparison, 
this card took in four times as much money as the 
WrestleMania ІІ Hulk Hogan-Andre the Giant 
match at the Pontiac Silverdome, which drew a 
record 93,173, but a gate of $1.6-million. 


POLITICS AND 
CHAMPIONSHIP GOLD 


“ Jew Japan was formed іп 1972 and, through- 
out most of its history, saw Antonio Inoki ге- 
main ifs greatest star. Now a famous politician in 
Japan, Inoki is considered one of the two biggest 
names in Japanese wrestling history (the other be- 
ing Rikidozan). Inoki's popularity in Japan greatly 
exceeds that of Hulk Hogan or Sting or Bret Hart, 
as evidenced by him winning a term in Japan's 
House of Councilors (equivalent to the United States 
Senate). The thunderous reactions to him for his two 
or three matches a year at the big events are like 


ANTONIO ІМОКІ VS. HULK HOGAN ~ 
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nothing ever seen in this country. 

In 1995, New Japan sent a second wrestler 
into the House of Councilors when Hiroshi Hase 
was elected to office. That probably shows the 
difference between wrestling in the U.S. and 
Japan best: In the U.S., when Bob Backlund 
said he was going to run for President, the idea 
of a wrestler running for national office was 
treated as a joke. Meanwhile, two of New 
Japan's biggest stars were not only taken as 
serious candidates—but actually won their elec- 
tions. 

New Japan has its own world heavyweight 
title belt, known as the IWGP title (see title his- 
tories section on page 124 for a complete list of 
champions). The first champion was Hulk 
Hogan, who beat Inoki їп the tournament final 
to create the title back in 1983. Inoki regained 
the title one year later. Since that time, only one 
American wrestler, Big Van Vader (himself a 
legend in Japan), has been able to win the title, 
having held it on three occasions. The current 
champ is Keiji Muto, known in the United States 
as The Great Muta. 

The other major championships are the 
IWGP tag team titles and the IWGP junior 
heavyweight title. The tag team titles are cur- 
rently held by Shinya Hashimoto and Junji 
Hirata. Only a few Americans have been able 
to win that title as well. Rick and Scott Steiner, 
who are two of the most popular Americans in 
Japan today, have held it on two occasions. 
Scott Norton, who became New Japan's most 
popular American singles wrestler when Vader 
left the promotion, has held the title with both 
Tony Halme and Hercules. Vader held the title 
once with Bam Bam Bigelow, and Road Warrior 
Hawk held the title twice with Kensuke Sasaki— 
the only American-Japanese combo ever to 
hold the belts. 

The IWGP junior heavyweight title, mean- 
while, has a story of its own. 


SPOTLIGHT ON JUNIOR 
HEAVYWEIGHTS 


s in the United States, heavyweights 
have traditionally dominated wrestling 
in Japan. Many of the most popular 
American wrestlers in Japanese history have 








been the big men: Stan Hansen, Bruiser 
Brody, Big Van Vader, The Road Warriors, 
and Andre the Giant. 

In 1981, however, a wrestler came 
along who changed Japanese wrestling for- 
ever. 

Satoru Sayama was a wrestling fan who 
went on to compete as a kick-boxer and 
was trained in the New Japan dojo. He 
stood only 5'6" and weighed just 160 
pounds. New Japan promoters knew he 
was a sensational athlete, but there was 
nowhere on their cards for a man of his 
size. So he was sent abroad, to England 
and Mexico, where weight classes are pop- 
ular. Before long, he not only won the mid- 
dleweight titles in both places, but became 
a legend in his own right. 

In 1981, New Japan was looking for a 
way to attract young fans to wrestling. The 
most popular wrestler in the country among 
kids at the time was Mil Mascaras, but he 
wrestled for All-Japan. The most popular 
Saturday morning cartoon in Japan at the 
time was called Tiger Mask, about a young 
orphan who became a pro wrestler and 
fought criminals. The creator of the cartoon 
and New Japan got together and decided 
to create an actual wrestler called Tiger 
Mask for the fans. | 


| TIGER MASK VS. TOSHIAKI KAWADA | 
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ANEMOTOVS.SABU 


Tiger Mask wrestled a little over two 
years for New Japan before he left to 
become a trainer for martial arts fighters. 
Many of the moves that have just been dis- 
covered by American wrestling fans over 
years, like fancy bridging suplexes and 
speedy dives out of the ring, were actually 
popularized by Tiger Mask in Japan more 
than a decade ago. While he was created 
for kids, he soon become the hero of adults 
as well. In two years, he did the unthinkable, 
winning both the NWA and WWF junior 
heavyweight championships—and held both 
at the same time! During that period, he 
wrestled almost every night and never lost a 
match. His legend became unparalleled. 

Tiger Mask’s successor as Japan’s junior 
heavyweight superstar was Jushin “Thunder” 
Liger, who has held the IWGP junior heavy- 
weight title a record six times. With Liger 
missing most of 1995 after breaking his 
ankle in September 1994, the title bounced 
back and forth most of the year between Koji 
Kanemoto and Sabu, with Kanemoto win- 
ning it in May at the Fukuoka Dome. But 
people are now already talking about 
Shinjiro Otani as the next junior heavy- 
weight superstar. 

In 1995, New Japan became the most 
popular wrestling organization in the world, 
even though outside of a few matches on 
WCW television and its videos being in a 
few select video stores, there is almost no 
trace of the company in the United States. 
The New Japan television show is popular in 
Europe, and its wrestlers have headlined six 
cards in the past year that drew more than 
50,000 fans. 


JAPAN'S OTHER BIG 
PROMOTION 


e number-two promotion in Japan із All- 
Japan Pro Wrestling. All-Japan is unique 
among Japanese federations in that it doesn't 
work with any other companies and has a stable 
of full-time American wrestlers who wrestle virtu- 
ally only for them. The reason American fans 
rarely hear about stars like Stan Hansen, Steve 
Williams, Johnny Ace, Dan Kroffat, Doug Furnas, 
The Fantastics, The Patriot, Dory Funk Jr., Johnny 
Smith, and Abdullah the Butcher anymore is 
because they almost exclusively compete for All- 


п. 
AllJapan is owned by wrestler Shohei 
"Giant" Baba, himself a three-time holder of the 
NWA World heavyweight title when that title was 
considered one of the world’s major champi- 
onships. In the 1970s, All-Japan gained a great 





following because all the leading NWA stars 
would appear on this group's cards. The NWA 
World and junior heavyweight champions would 
make frequent trips overseas for All-Japan. When 
the NWA collapsed іп the late-'80s, Baba dis- 
tanced himself from other wrestling 

and created his own stable of foreign wrestlers 
who competed only for him. 

The strength of All-Japan lies in its top four 
Japanese wrestlers, Mitsuharu Misawa, Toshiaki 
Kawada, Kenta Kobashi, and Akira Taue. On 
April 2, 1995, Baba broke his isolation rule by 
cooperating with all the major Japanese compa- 
nies for a one-night Super Bowl Of Wrestling card 
at the Tokyo Dome. To the surprise of nobody, the 
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most popular wrestlers on the card all came from 
All-Japan, with Misawa being the most popular 
wrestler of them alll. 


CHAMPIONSHIP GOLD 


Il-Japan's top singles title, currently held by 
itsuharau Misawa, is called the Triple 
Crown. lt was formed іп 1989 when Jumbo 
Tsuruta, who held the now-defunct NWA 
International title, defeated Stan Hansen, who 
at the time held both the NWA United National 
title and the PWF heavyweight title. 

Toshiaki Kawada and Akira Taue hold the 
tag team title, called the Double Title. It was 
unified іп 1988 when Tsuruta and Yoshiaki 
Yatsu (who held the PWF tag team title) beat 
The Road Warriors (who held the NWA 
International tag team belts). All-Japan also 
has a junior heavyweight champion, Yoshinari 
Ogawa, who won the title on September 3, 
1995, with a shocking upset of longtime cham- 
pion Dan Kroffat, who had held the belt since 
July 12, 1994. 

All-Japan wrestling has a unique style. All 
of its matches end either in pinfalls, submis- 
sions, or time-limit draws. There is no such 
thing as a countout or disqualification, as Baba 
believes those kind of decisions leave fans dis- 
satisfied. Fed up with the direction wrestling 
was going, with fans paying good money to 
see the top stars compete and often leaving 
without seeing clear-cut winners and losers, 





Baba told his referees not to allow bouts to end 
without clean finishes in the middle of the ring. 
This caused a lot of wrestlers fo not want to 
compete for All-Japan, as when they are in 
danger of losing, they can’t protect their repu- 
atations with self-imposed disqualifications. 

All-Japan doesn't have grudge matches, 
feuds, or special stipulation matches. Baba 
believes that while they may draw a big crowd, 
in the long run they hurt the reputation of pro 
wrestling. All-Japan's approach is unique, but 
the group has sold out nearly 200 events in a 
row in Tokyo—with no end in sight! Theirs is a 
Cal Ripken Jr. type of record that will stand for 
a long, long time. 








MORE JAPANESE GROUPS 


Гес іп Japan cater to 
specific audiences. The most common types of 
so-called niche promotions are women’s 
wrestling, hardcore brawling wrestling (known in 
Japan as “garbage” wrestling, which is not con- 
sidered a negative term), hard-edged “shoot” 
wrestling style, and the “Lucha Libre” style of 
matches popularized in Mexico. 

There are three promotions that run only 
women's wrestling matches, the most popular of 
which is All-Japan women. There are no better- 
conditioned wrestlers in the world than the All- 
Japan women, showcased recently on both WWF 
and WCW cards. The All-Japan women’s pro- 
motion has a strong following, and in November 
1994 ran its own card at the Tokyo Dome that 
drew 42,500 fans. lts two biggest stars are 
Minami Toyota, who looks more like a beauty 
queen than a top pro athlete (but has more 
wrestling moves than anyone in the world, male 
or female) and Aja Kong, a brutal 220-pound 
monster reminiscent of a female Abdullah the 
Butcher. 


“GARBAGE” WRESTLING 


т^ are numerous so-called garbage federa- 
tions. The most popular now is ће IWA 
(International Wrestling Alliance). The IWA is 
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affiliated with Һе NWA in the United States and 
EMLL (Empresa Mexicana Lucha Libre) in 
Mexico. Not only have they had Dan Severn 
defend the NWA title on major cards, but the 
group has also had some of the lighter-weight 
champions гот ЕМИ. defend their tiles as well. 
This group features Americans Cactus Jack and 
Terry Funk, veteran madman Tiger Jeet Singh, 
great technical wrestlers such as Miguel Perez, 
Silver King, Super Astro, and El Texanoan, and 
an amazingly agile pair of 440-pound twin 
brothers from the Dominican Republic known as 
The Head Hunters (currently ће IWA tag team 
champions). 

IWA features the most barbaric matches ever 
conceived: broken-glass matches, barbed-wire 
baseball bat matches, and one in which the ring 
was surrounded by a bed of nails. A major IWA 
card is very similar to an ECW card, with brawl- 
ing, breaking tables, and fire regular occur- 
rences. Like ECW, IWA will feature a great tech- 
nical match on most major cards. 

On August 20, 1995, this small promotion 
shocked the wrestling world by drawing more than 
28,000 fans to a baseball stadium for a King of 
the Death Match tournament that saw Cactus beat 
Terry Funk in the finals. Funk, who began appear- 
ing in Japan more than 25 years ago, is one of the 
country’s most famous American athletes. By beat- 
ing Funk, Cactus became an enormous favorite as 
well. 

The other major “garbage” promotion is FMW 
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(Frontier Martial Arts). FMW lost a great deal of its 
popularity when its biggest star, Atsushi Onita, 
retired in May 1995. The group’s mantle is now 
being carried by а young man named Hayabusa, 
who wrestles a style that would best be described 
as a cross between Sabu and 2 Cold Scorpio. The 
lop Americans that compete in FMW are FMW 
Brass Knux champion The Gladiator (also known 
as Mike Awesome) and Horace Boulder, the 


nephew of Hulk Hogan. FMW is also the group 
that first brought Sabu his international reputation. 


SHOOT-STYLE WRESTLING 
соону wrestling, promoted by three 


major organizations, is probably closer in 
nature to the Ultimate Fighting Championships 
than to WWF or WCW. The matches are fast 
and brutal, with no pinfalls allowed; the only 
way to win is via submission or knockout. 
Referees enforce the rules strictly, but since the 
wrestlers know what is and isn't allowed, it is 
rare to find a disqualification and wrestlers 
never brawl outside the ring. 

The most popular of the shoot-style groups 
today is the Pancrase organization. Pancrase's 
top star is an American, Ken Shamrock, best 
known in the United States for his UFC match- 
es against the likes of Royce Gracie, Dan 
Severn, and Oleg Taktarov. But while he was 
practically unknown to American fans one year 
ago, Shamrock in 1994 finished behind only 
Stan Hansen and Steve Williams as the most 
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popular American wrestler in the eyes of 
Japanese fans. 

The top American wrestlers for Pancrase 
are ex-UFC competitors Jason Dilucia and Guy 
Mezger, former world kick-boxing champion 
Maurice Smith, and Shamrock's younger broth- 
er, Frank, who is currently the number-one con- 
tender to the Pancrase title. The current cham- 
pion is Bas Rutten of the Netherlands, a man 
who combines brutal kicking ability with a vast 
knowledge of submission holds. Probably the 
most popular of all the Japanese stars in 
Pancrase is Masakatsu Funaki, who once beat 
boxing great Roberto Duran in a mixed match. 

Because the emphasis is on speed in getting 
opponents in holds on the mat, speed in getting 
out of them, and on conditioning (because 
relaxing for even one moment often spells 
defeat), almost all of the Pancrase wrestlers 
would be classified as junior heavyweights in 
the United States. Ken Shamrock, its top star, 
tries to stay between 205 and 210 pounds for 
his matches; former champion Minoru Suzuki 
weighed only 175 when he won the title from 
Shamrock. 

Another shoot group is called RINGS, 
headed by Akira Maeda, who, with the excep- 
tion of the top All-Japan wrestlers and perhaps 
The Great Muta, is the most popular of all ihe 
Japanese wrestlers. In addition to Japanese 
stars, Maeda features Russian, Dutch, and Bul- 
garian competitors, none of whom have ever 
wrestled in the United States. Volk Han, a 
Russian submission expert, is generally consid- 
ered to be the top wrestler in RINGS. Besides 
drawing very well in Japan, RINGS-promoted 
cards in the Netherlands and in Russia have 
drawn huge crowds to see the RINGS stars 
from those countries face the Japanese. 

The third major shoot-style group is UWFI, 
whose stars are currently feuding with the New 
Japan wrestlers. UWFI's biggest star, Nobuhiko 
Takada, has an international reputation based 
on having twice defeated Big Van Vader by 
submission—once when Vader held the WCW 
World title (in that match, however, only 
Takada's UWFI title was at stake). Takada once 
won a mixed match against former WBC 
heavyweight boxing champion Trevor Berbick 
in less than two minutes. UWFI also has a large 
following in both England and Israel. 
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LUCHA-STYLE AND WAR 
hoe libre” is Mexican professional wrestling 
(see next section), and there s several 
groups in Japan that promote Lucha-style compe- 
tition. The most popular of the Lucha-style groups 
is Michinoku Pro Wrestling. Michinoku Pro is in 
some ways similar to Smoky Mountain Wrestling 
in the United States in that it runs small cards in tiny 
towns and villages that the major promotions 
would never consider. 

Michinoku Pro was where current WWF star 
Hakushi got his start. Michinoku’s biggest star 
presently is The Great Sasuke, the best and most 
acrobatic flier in Japan. Most of the foreign 
wrestlers, as you would expect, come from 
Mexico, although U.S. independent wrestlers like 
Jerry Lynn, Super Boy, and Piloto Suicida have had 
success with this group. 

One final Japanese organization worth noting 
doesn’t really fit into any of the above categories, 
yet tries to fit into most of them. The promotion is 
known as Wrestle Association R, or WAR for short. 
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WAR has a loose affiliation with the WWF in the 
United States and EMLL in Mexico. 

A typical WAR card will feature a lot of the ele- 
ments of the different organizations. Usually there 
are two women’s matches, a Lucha Libre match or 
two, a brawling match or two, and the main events 
are usually si-man tag matches held inside a 
cage. WAR is the only promotion in Japan that has 
cage matches. WAR doesn't have a heavyweight 
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champion; its major championships are several 
lightweight titles, plus a six-man tag team champi- 
onship. 

WAR’s biggest star is Genichiro Tenryu, who 


many years ago held the NWA World six-man 
title with The Road Warriors. After the threesome 
split up and the six-man championship was no 
longer recognized in the United States, WAR held 
a tournament to revive ће title. The champions 
right now are Koki Kitahara, Nobutaka Araya, 
and Arashi. WAR has its own junior heavyweight 
champion, Ultimo Dragon, who is one of the most 
accomplished wrestlers in Mexico. Dragon and his 
lop rival, Lion Heart, who wrestled in SMW last 
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year as Chris Jericho of the Thrillseekers tag team, 
have traded the NWA middleweight tile back an 
forth in both Japan and Mexico, where the title has 
been based since the 1930s. 


MEXICAN LUCHA LIBRE 


Ме“ wrestling—Lucha Libre—is a world 
part from wrestling in Japan and the 
United States, where the emphasis is on heavy- 
weights and, to some degree, junior heavy- 
weights. Though the wrestlers are much smaller in 
stature, Mexico has weight classes, so anyone 
with ability can have a place in Mexican 
wrestling, regardless of size. One of the country's 
most popular stars today, Rey Misterio Jr., weighs 
only 140 pounds. 

Lucha Libre (which in the United States and 
Japan indicates the Mexican style of wrestling, but 
in Mexico simply denotes professional wrestling) 
is characterized by smaller wrestlers, greater ac- 
robatics, and an emphasis on submission holds. 
Many wrestlers traditionally wear masks, and 
most matches are six-man bouts in which the win- 
ning team must pin (or achieve submission over) 
either the captain of the opposing team or both 
remaining members of that team. 

Because the wrestlers are in | 
small, they developed the kaii reo, NA 
acrobatic style in the world. And Mexico has 
more wrestlers than any country in the world. In 
most cities in Mexico, it isn't uncommon to find 
two or three live cards per week. Some nights in 
Mexico Cily, there are as many as two dozen 
wresiling cards! There are more cards, more 
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wrestling promotions, and more wrestlers in 
Mexico than anyone could ever hope to keep 
track of. All those cards means a lot of wrestlers, 

especially since most matches in Mexico are what 
are called trios matches, or six-man tags in Amer- 
ican terms. Lucha-style cards in recent years have 
spread to the United States, particularly in Los 
Angeles, and to Japan, with organizations like 
Michinoku Pro. 

AAA, which is the most popular promotion in 
Mexico right now, was formed in 1992. The 
wrestling style on AAA events is not traditional 
Lucha Libre, as most new fans mistake it to be. 
AAA was formed by Antonio Pena, and was 
built around a few veteran legends of the Lucha 
Libre wars such as Perro Aguayo and Cien 
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Caras. But at the heart of the promotion are the 
dozens of wrestlers under 25 years old, best 
exemplified by Rey Misterio Jr. and Psicosis. 
These young men all grew up trained in Lucha 
style, but by traveling to the United States and 
Japan, and studying videotapes on the long bus 
rides to the various cities in which they wrestle, 
they have put together a style that combines the 
best of America, Mexico, and Japan. When 
these young men gain a little more experience, 
there is little doubt that they will be the best 
wrestlers in the world. 

In recent years, some of the top names 
brought to Mexico by AAA have been Black Cat 
and Koji Kanemoto of New Japan, and “Love 
Machine” Art Barr from the United States, who 
was on the verge of superstardom when he died 
in 1994. 

AAA has champions in every weight division. 
Right now, the title matches that seem to mean the 
most are in the welterweight division, with 
Misterio Jr. holding the crown. However, the two 
most popular wrestlers in Mexico are Aguayo 
and Konnan. Aguayo, Mexico's equivalent to 


Bruno Sammartino, is a national hero and ar- 
guably the most popular wrestler in the world. 
Konnan, a transplanted Cuban-American, who 
grew up in the U.S. watching both California and 
Florida wrestling, became an instant superstar in 
Mexico because of his size (237 pounds). 

AAA's heavyweight champion, known as the 
WWA heavyweight champion, is a young body- 
builder named Cibernetico, who upset Aguayo 
for the title on October 27, 1995, in Tehuacan. 

No story on pro wrestling in Mexico would 
be complete without mentioning El Santo, proba- 
bly the most beloved wrestler who ever lived. 
Santo, who wrestled from the late-’30s all the 
way through ће "705, is Mexico's greatest native 
movie star, having starred in 44 films. In 
American terms, Santo is like James Bond and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger wrapped up in one. His 
movie fame as an action hero, before such a term 
even existed in the United States, came in fight 
scenes and dramas where he would never be 
seen without his trademark silver mask. 

In the mid-1960s, another Mexican legend 
developed as a former bodybuilder known as Mil 
Mascaras became both a wrestling champion 
and movie star. Mascaras was the only superstar 
in Mexico ever to make it just as big in the United 
States and Japan. He is still active today. 

From the '50s through the mid-’70s, many of 
the great Mexican stars appeared in the United 
States, primarily in Texas and California. Such 
competitors as Rito Romero, Raul Mata, Jose 
Lothario, the legendary tag team of Goliath and 
Black Gordman, Ray Mendoza, Blackie 
Guzman, Pepper Gomez, Dos Caras, El Canek, 





GORI GUERRERO VS. ROY HEFFERNAN | 


..190 Wrestling Almanac 1996 





| EL HUO DEL SANTO VS. PSICOSIS 


plus Gori Guerrero and his sons Chavo, Mando, 
and Hector held numerous major championships. 

But from the тісі- 705 until 1993, it seemed the 
border separating the United States and Mexico was 
like the Berlin Wall that could never be crossed. 
That changed on August 28, 1993, when AAA 
ran a card at the Los Angeles Sports Arena. Not 
only did the building sell out with 16,742 fans, but 
8,000 fans more were tumed away! This was the 
same Sports Arena that the WWF had failed to sell 
out for two different WrestleManias. Suddenly, 
every wrestling promoter in the world wanted to 
know more about Konnan El Barbaro, Perro 
Aguayo, Cien Caras, and El Hijo del Santo (son of 
El Santo]. Since that time, AAA has run numerous 
successful events in Los Angeles, San Jose, 
Chicago, and New York, and even ran a pay-per- 
view event in 1994. Most recently, many AAA 
stars have ventured to Japan, ECW (Konnan, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Psicosis, and La Parka), and WCW 
(Eddy Guerrero]. Because it has a weekly Spanish- 
language television show that has immense popu- 
larity in Southem Califomia on local stations, and 
nationally оп the Spanish-language network 
Galavision, AAA has the biggest following in the 
U.S. of all the international promotions. 

Traditional Lucha Libre still exists in Mexico in 
EMLL. Formed in 1933, EMLL is the oldest major 
wrestling group in the world. ЕМШ% popularity 
made a comeback in late-1995 after a talent-raid 
of AAA talent like El Hijo del Santo, plus an affili- 
ation wilh IWA that brought in Miguel Perez. The 
organization is planning to promote major cards 





in the U.S. in the near future. 


Because EMLL is based on tradition, many of 


the group's biggest stars are sons of legends of 
years past. Next to Santo, the most popular 
wrestler in EMLL today is Rayo de Jalisco Jr, whose 
father Rayo de Jalisco Sr., was a Mexican version 
of a ‘60s Dusty Rhodes. 

Technical brilliance can be found at times in the 
EMIL rings, particularly from the likes of Silver 
King, the son of the ‘60s legend Dr. Wagner; 
Negro Casas, son of ‘60s legend Pepe Casas; and 
Ultimo Dragon, a Japanese wrestler with an array 


of flying moves that can match anyone in the { 
world, 


EMLL, formed by Salvador Lutteroth, was a 
strong member of the NWA from its inception. 
Because Mexico was the hotbed of lighter-weight 
wrestling, it became home to the NWA's light 
heavyweight, middleweight, and welterweight 
titles. While the NWA name has lost most of its 














worldwide luster, those lighter-weight titles are 
still defended in Mexico. Currently, Dandy holds 
the light heavyweight title, Ultimo Dragon the 
middleweight crown, and the welterweight title is 
vacant with a tournament expected to be held 
shorily. The group also has titles in several weight 
divisions known as the CMLL (Consejo Mundial 
Lucha Libre) championships. The heavyweight 
king is Apolo Dantes, a second-generation 
wrestler whose father held the NWA light heavy- 


weight title on several occasions. 


A EUROPEAN PERSPECTIVE 


Bos Japan and Mexico, the other part of 
e world currently promoting the most 
wrestling is Europe. What's interesting about 
Europe is that the wrestling that is most popular 
there is the WWF. One of the most famous WWF 
cards ever was the 1992 SummerSlam, held at 
Wembley Stadium in London, England, which 
drew more than 80,000 fans. WWF events rou- 
finely sell out in England, Germany, and partic- 
ularly Austria. 

WCW, New Japan, and UWF also have 
great followings on television in Europe. WCW 
has toured Europe in the past, and probably 
will do so again in the future, although not as 
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regularly as WWF. While New Japan has a 
popular television show in both English and 
German, the organization hasn't attempted to 
promote cards there. 

There are several smaller wrestling organiza- 
tions in England, Germany, and Austria as well. 
The most famous of these is the CWA (Catch 
Wrestling Association). Headed by former AWA 
World champion Otto Wanz, CWA is unique in 
that it runs its cards based on tournaments. Every 
year in the major cities of Austria and Germany, 
there will be a card every night for approximately 
40 days. Strict win-loss records are kept, and at 
the end of the tour, a championship is awarded. 
Then, after a few weeks off, the wrestlers will head 
fo the next city and wrestle for approximately 40 


T a uses mainly wrestlers from England and 
Germany on his cards, but some North Americans 
are regulars as well. The best-known U.S. stars 
would be former Dallas-area wrestlers John Hawk 
and Rod Price, former WCW wrestlers PIN. News 
(who wrestles as Cannonball Grizzly) and ke Train, 
and former WWF star Man Mountain Rock. The 
CWA heavyweight champion is French wrestler 
Rambo, who has held the title on two occasions, 
winning it from Big Van Vader and Road Warrior 
Hawk. The middleweight champion is a name 


more familiar to American fans, Paul Roma. 


RAMBO VS. BIG VAN VADER | 
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AAA 

Popocatepeti #103 B15 
Colonia Portales 

Mexico City, Mexico 03300DF 


ALL-AMERICAN CHAMPION WRESTLING 
2051 East Michigan Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46201 


ALL-PRO WRESTLING 
All-Pro Wrestling 

1509 East Watauga 

Johnson City, Tennessee 37601 


ALL-STATE WRESTLING 
3724 Walker Boulevard 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37917 


AMERICAN COMMONWEALTH WRESTLING 
РО. Box 549 
Dauphin, Pennsylvania 17018 


AMERICAN STATES WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
Box 871 
Galion, Ohio 44833 


ATLANTIC WRESTLING FEDERATION 
6308 Panther Lane Н-14 
Ft. Meyers, Florida 33919 


BORDER CITIES WRESTLING 
6265 Malden Road 
LaSalle, Ontario, Canada N9H-1E9 


CANADIAN ROCKY MOUNTAIN WRESTLING 
1818 34th Avenue SW 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2T289 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
45 Newberry Street 
Revere, Massachusetts 02151 


CUMBERLAND WRESTLING COUNCIL 
Route #2, Box 292-C 
Oneida, Tennessee 37841 


EAST COAST PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING 
РО). Box 231 
Lake Hiawatha, New Jersey 07034 
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EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION 
c/o Renttek Productions, Inc. 

108 Simca Lane #4 

Wilmington, Delaware 19805 


EXTREME CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 
121 South 10th Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101 

Telephone: (215) 928-9772 


FLORIDA WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
РО. Box 22164 
Tampa, Florida 33622 


FLORIDA WRESTLING COUNCIL 
Tampa Sportatorium 
Tampa, Florida 33622 


FLORIDA WRESTLING FEDERATION 
222 Farnol Street 
Winter Haven, FL 33880 


GLOBAL WRESTLING ASSOCIATION 
РО. Box 1472 
Lima, Ohio 45802 


JAMES HINES PROMOTIONS 
Р.О. Box 602 
China Grove, North Carolina 28023-0602 


INDIANA ALL-PRO WRESTLING 
c/o Dave Lamb 

300 North Barclay, Lot #21 

Fairmont, Indiana 46928 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF WRESTLING 

815 East 9th Street 

Mishawaka, Indiana 46544 


INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
WRESTLING ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 22164 

Tampa, Florida 33622 


INTERNATIONAL WORLD CLASS 
CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 
P.O. Box 6314 

Parsipany, New Jersey 07054 
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INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION 

c/o Pete Lucic 

418 Orchard Avenue 

Niles, Ohio 44446 


INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING FEDERATION 
Box 67 
Reading, Massachusetts 01817 


MID ATLANTIC WRESTLING 
Р.О. Box 286 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28480-0286 


MID-ATLANTIC WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
3412 Swover Creek Road 
Edinburgh, Virginia 22824 


MIDWEST CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 
Mira Productions 

1776 Columbus Road 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 


MIDWEST TERRITORIAL WRESTLING 
РО. Box 4428 
Dearborn, Michigan 48126-0428 


MOTOR CITY WRESTLING 
РО. Box 1483 
Warren, Michigan 48090-1483 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
РО. Box 222 
National Park, New Jersey 08063-0222 


NORTH GEORGIA WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
4851 Highway 85 South 

Suite 207 

Forest Park, Georgia 30050 


POWER ZONE WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
Route 1, Box 172A 
Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801 


PROFESSIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
WRESTLING FEDERATION 

Plant City Auction House 

Highway 39 

Plant City, Florida 33566 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION 
РО. Box 562252 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28256 


PRO WRESTLING INTERNATIONAL 
3416 South Post Road, Suite 202 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46239 


SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 
c/o Jack Cates 
Durham, North Carolina 27704 


SOUTHERN STATES WRESTLING 
P.O. Box 125 
Fall Branch, Tennessee 37656 


STEEL CITY WRESTLING » 
18 Kinzua Road 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237 


TRI-STAR WRESTLING 
1705 Dry Gap Road 
Dalton, Georgia 30720 


UNITED STATES WRESTLING ASSOCIATION 
с/о Jerry Jarrett Promotions 

469 Cumberland Hills Drive 

Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 

Telephone: (615) 824-3841 


UNITED STATES WRESTLING LEAGUE 
235 South Duffy Road 
Butler, Pennsylvania 16001 


WEST COAST CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 
РО. Box 16511 

Bear Creek Postal Outlet 

Surrey, British Columbia, Canada V3W2P5 


WEST FOUR WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
1900 Pemeblina Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada Е3Т455 


WINDY CITY WRESTLING 
Windy City Wrestling 

P.O. Box 170048 

Chicago, Illinois 60617 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 
One CNN Center 

РО. Box 105366 

Atlanta, Georgia 30348-5366 

Telephone: (404) 827-2066 


WORLD WIDE WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
15551 Moyers Read 
Hatfield, Pennsylvania 19440 


WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION 
Titan Towers 

1241 East Main Street 

РО. Box 3857 

Stamford, Connecticut 06905-3857 


Telephone: (203) 352-8600 
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jumping to WCW . 


Ulfimate Fighting 


Todd Pettengill . 
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For the For the first time eve time ever, wrestling’ s leading magazine is bringing you the 
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у “I must compliment the folks at PWI—they really did | 
# their homework on this one!” 


—Six-time NWA World champion Lou Thesz . 






“When I founded PWI back in 1979, even I 
never imagined this impressive a project 
would be possible!” 

—PWI founder Stanley Weston 


^I have only one thing to say about the ‘PWI 


Almanac’: Whoooo!” 
—Ten-time world champion Ric Flair 


